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ULEZ LIMIT PROPOSALS
MUST BE SEEN OFF
Last month I wrote to the
Mayor, voicing the Club’s
concerns regarding the age
limit proposals lowering the
age limit from 15 to 10 years. 
On page 6 you can read his
reply for yourself. 
A decision was meant to be
made at the end of March -
however, this has now been
delayed until further
consultation has taken place
with the Trade. 
Needless to say, we will be
strongly advocating the
retention of the current 15
years, as it is vital for the future
of our Industry.

UBER PROTECTION 
JUST BEGGARS BELIEF
We at the Club, like you all,
are utterly dismayed on a
daily basis by the amount of
protection TFL affords to
Uber.
Serious questions need to be
asked about what the hell is

going on within TFL. 
Make no mistake; the Club
intends to pursue the individuals
responsible for allowing this
debacle to happen. 
What we are witnessing is the
deregulation of our industry
through the back door, via our
weak and inefficient Regulatory
Authority, whose days are
surely numbered.

TRADE & PRIVATE 
HIRE JOINT MEETING
At the time of going to press,
I am due to attend another
meeting at City Hall (9th April)
with Deputy Mayor, Isabel
Dedring, TFL and also
representatives from the PH
industry.
This is the second meeting we
have had and gives both
industries an opportunity to put
forward our views and plans on
how we can protect our Trades.

Grant Davis

Editorial:

L.C.D.C
LEADERS 

NOT FOLLOWERS
JOIN TODAY: 

0207 394 5553
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Leon defends the indefensible
Hardly a day goes by
when another incident
involving Uber doesn’t
make the headlines.
The Club have obtained
information that clearly
shows that the correct
insurance for PH drivers
required by TFL is not being
adhered to.
Private Hire drivers can
obtain work from Uber with
just a “Social Domestic &
Pleasure cover note”.
We also have information
that drivers are leasing their
cars and it is left up to them
to find their own insurance.
As a consequence, many
have no insurance
whatsoever.
More recently the press
have released the shocking
story whereby TFL have
allowed PH drivers who are
claiming asylum exemption
from criminal record checks,
potentially allowing
murderers and rapists to
drive a minicab in the
capital. So, theoretically,
members of the public can
order a minicab that is TFL
licensed but the driver has
no grasp of the English
language, could be a mass
killer or a serial rapist and is
driving his TFL licenced
vehicle with no insurance.
It has also come to light that
in India for a fee of just $130
you can acquire a clean
past.

In recent weeks, Gatwick
police have made fantastic
progress in stopping Uber
drivers from plying for hire at
Gatwick Airport, issuing
them with fixed penalties
and making them leave the
Airport premises. One has
to ask the simple question:
with Garrett Emmerson
recently stating that he has

some 400 enforcement
offices at his disposal, why
is there not a permanent
group based at Heathrow? 

As complaints against Uber
reached epidemic
proportions on their Twitter
feed, Uber simply decided
to shut it down. So where
does the unhappy Uber
customer go to complain?
Certainly not TFL, as Uber
have openly admitted that

they are not responsible for
the actions of their drivers
(in their terms and
conditions). 
Therefore TfL, knowing this
and yet still licensing them,
has all but abandoned
proper regulation, the need
to protect the passenger
and their rights, and the
upholding of high transport
standards we have always
had up until now in the
capital.

Not only does it appear that
the general public has had
the wool pulled over its eyes
in the way Uber has been
allowed to operate - entirely
devoid of regulation - we
believe the Mayor’s office
has also been badly let
down by senior TFL
management staff:

Perhaps, it is about time for
the Mayor to “Clean House”
at Tph and clear out the

people who were
responsible for this mess
and get back to the times
when the laws on the
statute book were actually
applied and enforced, and
the public carriage office
was there to protect the
public - unlike now.

Failure to deal with this
Uber debacle will surely
leave the Mayor with a
tainted legacy.

“Uber remains a licensed Private Hire Operator in London, fulfilling the
requirements as set out in the Private Hire legislation” Leon Daniels, TfL
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As if it was not bad enough on the streets of London, our friends at Uber are not only happy breaking licensing laws in the
capital but now want to chance their arm at all of London’s regional airports.
We have produced in the Badge an array of snapshots from the Uber passenger App that shows Uber drivers licensed by our own
precious Transport for London “plying for hire” both inside and outside their licensed areas. 
LCDC Committee member Danny Sullivan spoke to both Gatwick and Luton licensing Authorities, who have told us the following:

UBER CANCER SPREADS TO

Police stopping Uber drivers at Gatwick and then towing their
vehicle away

Gatwick Police (@GatwickPolice)

01/04/2015 16:14
Car Seized on operation Tout this morning.
10 Uber taxi drivers required to leave
Gatwick, fixed penalty issued
pic.twitter.com/wCBe6jSDcX

Tracey Smyth Gatwick: 
“We do use the Gatwick by-laws for loitering under section ( 3) 24
and persons required to quit (3) 12.  We have had two very
successful operations where on the first we had 10 leavers for
Uber, and two vehicles seized and numerous fixed penalties
issued. And again on the 7th April we evicted another 5 Uber
drivers for actively applying for hire”.

Uber passenger Apps, showing where travellers can find one of
their vehicles at Gatwick
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ALL LONDON AIRPORTS
HEATHROW BYLAWS

3.28 Private hire vehicles: No person shall cause or permit a Private Hire Vehicle to enter the Airport for the purpose of loading passengers
unless that Private Hire Vehicle has been pre-booked or is to be parked in an official car park in anticipation of such a booking.
3.29 Loading of private hire vehicles: No person shall cause or permit a Private Hire Vehicle to load passengers at the Airport other than in
an official car park.

Alan Hughes police Officer; Heathrow Airport:
commented that TFL were only interested in taking their licensing
fees and not interested in enforcement.
The LCDC ON NUMEROUS OCCASIONS HAVE REQUESTED

THAT TFL HAVE A PERMANENT ENFORCEMENT TEAM
WORKING WITH POLICE AT HEATHROW AIRPORT:
Siwan Hayward ( TFl) have said they are happy to discuss this in
May at the next compliance meeting. (How many drivers will Uber
have put on by then?)

John Corbett: Luton taxi licensing - 
“I have tried on several occasions to contact TFL regarding this
situation with TFL licensed drivers touting at Luton Airport. 
“We are catching TFL licensed drivers who have only got the social
and domestic insurance, which does not cover them to pick up
passengers.”

Above, Uber passenger Apps at both Heathrow and Luton
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Mayor replies to LCDC Chairman
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Alan’s Angle
Shady goings 
on at the Shard
Ever since the Shard rank
was appointed, I have
worked it and always
thought the hotel to be fair,
until a few months back
when I started to notice a
few Vitos parked up on the
forecourt and then being
motioned forward by the
doorman to have luggage
put in then drive out. 
First few times I put it down to
being pre booked but took
down the number plate and
the dates. Two Sundays ago I
was on the two cab rank and
noticed a Vito sitting on the
forecourt and it was one of the
regulars, who then got loaded
up and disappeared. I
approached the doorman and
asked why the taxi on point
wasn’t called forward to take
the job. He said “that the
customer wanted to pay by
credit card and he had been
waiting there for over 30
minutes.” I then asked if the
hotel was calling the taxis, to
which he replied “we do phone
them”. Now the taxi on point
would have taken a credit card
and so would have I.
So that night I wrote this email
to Darren Gearing, who is the
Executive Vice President and
Hotel General Manager. 

Hi Darren, I’m not sure if you
remember me. My name is
Alan Mcgrady and I represent
the taxi trade on behalf of the
London Cab Drivers’ club. I
was at the meetings when we
were having discussions re the
Shard taxi rank. At those
meetings you assured me you
had the best door staff and
they would not be taking any
backhanders from either the
private hire trade or taxis for
the lucrative work ie airports. 
I work the Shard rank a lot
along with a lot of other taxi
drivers and I can honestly say
the rank works well and we
provide a good service to the
Shard and your hotel. But I
regret to inform you that your
door staff have now resorted to
phoning a few certain drivers
to pick up airport work. As I've
said I do work the rank a lot
and have recently seen the

same Vito taxis parked on the
forecourt or in the loading bay
on the road. I let the first few
go as they might have been
pre booked but took down their
registrations. I have now
noticed the same few taxis
returning on occasions when
I’m there and pulling in and
taking work whilst there are
taxis on the rank. 
On Sunday I was on the rank
when I noticed a Vito taxi Reg
LG63--- waiting on the
forecourt and when a
customer came out with
suitcases the customers where
put into the Vito taxi, whilst I
was sitting on the rank. I
approached the doorman and
asked why the customer didn't
go in the taxi on point and he
tried to tell me that they
sometimes call them. 
It took the trade and the hotel
management a lot of work to
get the rank positioned across
the road, as at the time I raised
concerns that if we couldn't
see what was happening from
down the road the hotel door
staff might be putting the work
into the taxis not from the rank
or other vehicles for cash. 
I now believe this is the case
and I would like you to please
have a word with those that
are involved to make sure this
practice stops immediately and
the drivers that have been
waiting patiently get the next
job from the hotel, not just the
local ones that the other taxi
drivers doesn't want to pay for.    
I do hope you can make sure
this stops and could you give
me an update on what you find
out as I want the trade to
continue giving the public at
the Shard a first class service
when leaving your hotel or the
restaurants. 

I would like to thank Mr
Gearing for his prompt reply
into dealing with this problem:

Dear Alan,
Thank you for informing me of
all below, be assured this will
be immediately investigated
and remedied if we find your
assumptions correct. This area
is completely covered with
CCTV. I'll have these looked at
and all thoroughly investigated. 
I appreciate and value our

collaboration with the black
cabs of London and thank you
for informing me of your
concerns - needless to say if
you do witness reccurrences of
such practices please let me
know all, including the dates
and times. 
We will not tolerate such things
and will take immediate and
resolute action.

I have since been in touch with
Mr Gearing and have given
him some more registration
numbers and I’m hoping the
door staff have now stopped
phoning taxis up. 
If anyone else notices taxis
pulling up and taking work will
you please send the regs
through to the club. 
Then to top it all off I’m on the

Westminster Park Plaza and in
the corner who gets loaded up
with luggage - it’s the vito from
the Shard LG63---. 
Another bent hotel! We have
got enough problems with TFL
and the ph tax dodging firm
and our own are stitching the
patient ones up who are sitting
on the hotel rank…..
Well Done!!!

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com

The most frustrating part of
my job in the LCDC is trying
to talk to TfL and the
authorities about rank
space. 
Recently the Ranks
Committee had a walkabout
round the city with TfL and the
City of London Corporation to
look at locations for new
ranks. We looked at many
locations - some were
dismissed straight away due
to not enough space or future
building works. But COL has
taken some away to look at
more closely. The COL want
to give us more rank space to
stop us driving around

creating pollution. In the past it
has been hard work to get a
representative from the CoL to
a ranks meeting, but over the
last 6 months things have
changed and the  CoL are
warming to meeting us. 
Now this brings me to another
pet hate which is drivers that
leave their taxis on ranks that
we should be working. The
Walkie Talkie building in
Fenchurch Street is now open
and we have a  four cab rank
just to the left of the door in a
great position for us to work
but we can't. This is because
it's full of taxis of drivers who
have either gone to get some

food or have left it there and
jumped on the train home
from Fenchurch Street
Station. I believe if we worked
this rank it could be a great
opportunity for us to provide
the public with waiting taxis to
take, instead of jumping on
the phone and pressing the
tax dodging company app. So
if you are passing Philpot lane
and there is some space, rank
up and let see if we can
educate the customers in the
Walkie Talkie that there will be
taxis outside waiting. That
might then stop the others
from leaving their taxis and
disappearing. 

Ranks Committee walkabout with City of London



Last October 2014 two of the
companies behind the Vito
Taxi went into administration
and, with around 3,000 Vito
Taxis sold in London, Vito
drivers have been asking a
lot of questions about what
they can expect in the future. 
After all, the Vito has been very
well regarded in terms of driver
and passenger space and
comfort, fuel economy and
overall quality. Immediately
drivers wanted to know about
servicing, warranty, service
contracts and where can I buy a
taxi? One thing at least - it’s a
Mercedes-Benz so there was a
level of confidence that there
would be a high level of service
from a business that is one of
the world’s big motor
manufacturers. And so it has
proved to be. The Mercedes
dealers have picked up the
servicing and repair work, and
organisations like the LCDC
and the Vito Taxi Club have
helped provide more
information for drivers. 

At this point the LCDC thought it
would be worth providing
drivers with a little more
knowledge on what’s happened
and what’s the future for the Vito
Taxi. There have been a lot of
names involved in the Vito
project, like One80, KPM, ECV,
Penso and Mercedes-Benz,
and it takes a bit of
understanding. Fortunately
LCDC committee members
have been able to visit
Mercedes-Benz and the Penso
factory recently and we thought
some clarification would help. 

A high technology
business…
First, the history of the
relationships. Penso
manufactured the Vito Taxi
under license from One80 Ltd,
a subsidiary of Eco City
Vehicles, from July 2008 up until
October 2014. One80 were the
engineers and owners of the
Rear Wheel Steering system
which enabled the Vito Taxi to
achieve the London
requirement for the 25-foot
turning circle.  So, product

development and all warranty
claims for rear wheel steer went
through One80 for approval.
The Vito has certainly been a
well-liked taxi, and of very high
quality. The only thing that has
been a problem for drivers has
been the rear wheel steering
system.  Unfortunately, for a
variety of reasons, in October
2014 One80 and the whole of
the Eco City Vehicles Group
went into administration. At this
point the Vito Taxi project could
have disappeared, but
fortunately Penso had the
foresight and commitment, in
partnership with Mercedes-
Benz, to step in and become
completely involved with the
Vito, to take over responsibility

for engineering and
development as well as
production. In truth, it couldn’t
have been better than having a
company like Penso working
with Mercedes-Benz and its
dealers. Penso is an
engineering business
supporting a global client base
throughout the automotive,
defence and rail industries. The
company has recently been
awarded Midlands
Manufacturer of the Year in
2015, and having started just
ten years ago it now employs
over 250 people, mostly
engineers of a graduate calibre.
Penso is one of those high
technology engineering
businesses that’s been behind

the revival of Britain’s
manufacturing economy: it has
secured a host of new contracts
with Jaguar Land Rover and
other car makers and railway
companies…… all keen to tap
into its concept design,
feasibility analysis, advanced
composite and production
capabilities.

The transition…
And so Penso purchased the
Intellectual Property Rights
(IPR) and tooling from the
One80 administrators in
November 2014. Having bought
these assets the next stage has
been to invest in improving the
product, the rear wheel steering
system. Penso have spent

enormously in terms of people,
time and money in developing
the rear wheel steering system:
new actuators, changes to the
software and improvements to
other mechanical aspects of the
system. They also needed to
take the software design of the
electronics system in house:
that’s easier said than done
because there’s so much detail
in these sensitive electronic
systems. There’s a team of 4
electronics experts whose
working day is solely dedicated
to the Vito Taxi and sorting out
the issues – that’s a big step
forward in itself. It’s a relatively
short time from November until
now just to understand the
system and work out the bugs
and correct them. I think it’s fair
to say that the team are just
about there with those fixes and
if other issues arise what I can
say is that we now have the
team of experts to get on top of
the issues straight away. As a
result of these efforts and in
conjunction with Mercedes-
Benz and its dealerships Penso
have pledged to upgrade all
Euro 5 Vito Taxis. The upgrade
is now up and running.

And more to come…
Of course, when key players
leave the market place, to be
replaced with new ones, it’s a
time of transition and there a big
improvements to be made. The
good thing is that we believe
that Penso has the ability and
the resources to get it right and
they are certainly committed to
delivering an excellent product
and service
There’s no doubt about it,
Penso’s commitment to the Vito
Taxi is outstanding. Although
they won’t put a figure on it,
there’s probably millions going
into the improvements on the
Vito Taxi, and we think drivers
who buy the Vito in future can
have a far greater confidence
that they have the backing not
only of one of the world’s
biggest vehicle manufacturers
in Mercedes-Benz but also one
of the UK’s premier engineering
and design companies in
Penso. 

What’s happening to the Vito Taxi?

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com
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Production of the new RWS Vitos at Penso in Coventry
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For many years we have
become used to some of
London’s large media
corporations portraying
London’s Taxi Trade in the
most negative terms.
For as long as I’ve had my badge
The Evening Standard have
criticised us every April when we
have been given the smallest of
increases to our tariff.  
Whenever there is an incident
involving a mini or a mini cab
driver they always refer to them
as a Taxi or Taxi Driver, but never
the other way round when a taxi
is actually involved. It has
happened so many times I
believe it is done deliberately. 
Over the last 18 months or so
following the disgraceful licensing
of UBER we have been
constantly attacked by large
sections of the media. The ES in
particular have published various
publications regarding UBER that
always comes across to me as if
it is a paid advertisement.
Last week Geely invited David
Cameron, Boris Johnson and the
media to Coventry to publicise
their investment of a new factory
and plans for a new greener
taxis.  On the same day and no
coincidence, ES had a double
spread interview with Jo Bertram
head of UBER UK. The
“interview”, more a cosy chat with
Bertram, gave her the
opportunity to gloss over all of its
many controversies and portray
them as compassionate transport
innovators.
A month ago, a You Tube clip of
an UBER driver fighting with one
of his passengers went viral over
the internet.  It was a violent
incident and both parties looked
equally culpable.  When I read
about it in the ES, I was shocked
to see it spun to make the UBER
driver look like a victim of an
unprovoked attack.  You would
have thought UBER’s PR
Department edited it.
The Sub Standard seems also to
have close relations with TFL,
judging by the way they never

openly criticise them.  It is
extremely rare to read a negative
article about TFL. The ES seem
to favour Cycle Highway
schemes, Boris Bikes and never
a peep about the thousands of
empty buses gridlocking and
polluting our city. 
On the eve of his appearance
before the GLA they even gave
Peter Hendy a double page
interview, where he used this has
his pre-match warm up for Taxi
Drivers attending City Hall.  He

used the opportunity to justify his
decision on UBER being licensed
and disagreeing with the report,
describing his Department as
“woefully inadequate.”
Another media outlet that I
consider an enemy of the trade is
LBC. I suppose I should not be
too surprised, considering how
much revenue they raise for their
non-stop adverts for TFL, mini
cab company’s and UBER.
Again, they are pro-TFL, as they
never seem to give Boris or
Hendy a tough time when they
come into the studio to take
questions from listeners.
Two particular presenters, Steve
Allen & Cristo, have recently
been critical of the trade and
have used their shows to
antagonise taxi drivers.  
I have listened to these two
individuals on a couple of
occasions in the past and have to
say that none of their shows are

informative or entertaining.  It is
no surprise that these two are on
the graveyard shift.  Two
attention seekers (probably failed
actors) who love the sound of
their annoying voice.  They are
desperate to get a debate going
and listeners to tune in, they wind
up taxi drivers to make an empty
switchboard busy and play them
off against bitter mini-cab drivers.
This Cristo character seems to
use the show as a platform to
broadcast his experiences of

being an UBER customer (more
free advertising for them?).  He
also takes to Twitter knowing he
will antagonise taxi drivers, who
for some reason I cannot fathom
are following him. 
I stopped listening to LBC at the
beginning of the year, as I found
its schedules are dominated by
drivel on immigration and Islam.
I know other drivers who have
done the same.
It is a great shame that London’s
most prominent media outlets
LBC and The Standard do not
value or support our trade,
service and drivers that are
envied worldwide.  
Why should we continue to
support them?  Shouldn’t we all
boycott them?

UBER Touting 
in Mayfair
On Friday Night 20th March
Arresting UBER (Russell

Howarth) joined Grant Davis
and myself on a tour round
Mayfair observing the illegal
mini cab activity that infests
this area every night.
We used this opportunity to show
Russell the extent of the touting
problems we encounter from PH
and particularly of late by UBER
drivers.
We encountered hundreds of
UBER drivers, many driving
round in circles empty and others
ranked up in and around
Berkeley Sq. waiting to be plied
for hire via the app.  
We saw the huge gridlock
around this area caused by the
amount of PH hanging up on
every space and corner.  The
double parking outside major
venues, narrowing road space,
allowing mini cabs to pick up
rather than the hundreds of Taxis
desperate to trap a job.
Being on foot gave us an
opportunity to speak to a number
of UBER drivers.  A few revealed
the deceitful means they use to
create a false demand and to
manipulate the surge price.  We
observed drivers logged out of
the drivers app and using their
personal phone to log in as a
customer.  Once the Surge price
hit a high level they were
satisfied with, they would log
back onto the drivers app.
We witnessed an UBER driver
asleep in his vehicle on Berkeley
Sq no doubt exhausted after a
long shift and soon ready to start
another endangering his
customers and public.  The
exploitation of its drivers and
safety implications is something
the UBER marketing machine
likes to hide from the public.
We did not see one Police
Officer, never mind the 400
Enforcement Officers that Garrett
Emmerson has said he has at his
disposal.  
London at night is a total free for
all.  TFL have by design, allowed
mini-cabs to illegally take our
living away and put the public in
danger.  The time has come for a

major overhaul of Senior
Management at TFL TPH and a
change of policy before it is too
late.

Last month I had the pleasure to
present a certificate to Frances
Wyhowska as an honorary
member of The LCDC.  Frances,

as well as being a fantastic lady,
is a tireless campaigner for our
trade, writing letters and articles
in trade publications, newspapers
and to MPs and speaking on
LBC.
Frances is one of the trade’s best
customers; she uses Taxis every
day and has a great knowledge
and passion for the trade and a
sympathetic understanding of the
problems we have with TFL.  

Once again, many thanks
Frances for your support!!!
Frances is on Twitter
@FWyhowska.  Give her a follow

L.C.D.C LEADERS 
NOT FOLLOWERS

Matt the Cab, Arresting Uber and Grant Davis hit the
streets of Mayfair, Uber hunting

Frances Wyhowska of
Battersea receives her
honorary membership

Matt The Cab’s monthly update
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Here we all were again.
We were unable to fill
the hall this time. Not
because of a lack of
support but because
there are always various
people and groups of
people that wish to
attend Mayor’s Question
time (MQT). 
However, the gallery was
still around 80-90% cab
drivers. In fact, there were
so many cab drivers and
others that could not get
into the chamber that an
over-spill room was
opened with a live TV feed
of MQT. Apparently, there
were more drivers in that
room than in the gallery.

Questions for the Mayor
on taxi issues were a way
down the list at number
seven. If anybody doubts
the power of lobbying and
all of us just being sat
there, come and see for
yourself and for those that
did come and still doubt,
try staying after we have
left the chamber.
Before the meeting
started, GLA members
were looking at the
packed gallery and were
all smiles, pointy fingers
and ear-murmurings. Most
were plainly happy to see
us all there but then most
appear to be on our side.
Not so Boris who was not
his usual ebullient self.

MQT kicked off with an
appreciation of a recently
deceased public servant.
Until he was called to
speak, Boris looked at the
floor, his notes, the ceiling
but never at the gallery or
the GLA members; he
didn’t look all that
comfortable and not his
usual, jovial self 
First question was on the

horribly expensive Garden
Bridge. During this, a
member brought in the
cost of the Boris Bike
scheme and reminded
Boris that he had said the
scheme would not cost a
penny in subsidy and was
a money drain that wasn’t
even wanted by many
Londoners. This brought a
round of applause from
the gallery and an
accusation by Boris that
this member was playing
to the cab drivers in the
gallery. Everybody else
seemed happy with the
proceedings.

Boris continued in this
vein of instead of being his
usual jovial self, appeared
in quite bad temper,
sometimes almost bullying
and warned by the
speaker for waffling on
answers. Eventually the
MQT got around to the
Future Proof report on
taxis and PH and Boris
took control.

In answer to a suggestion
that enforcement officer
numbers had stagnated
while PH driver numbers
were increasing at a rate
of 10,000 per year, Boris
responded that officer
numbers had doubled
since 2008 and were
increasing by another
17% next month. Also, the
new road transport
policing unit that is being
set up will include cab
enforcement. Boris
conceded that there was
justification in taxi driver
complaints in regard of PH
touting, particularly in the
West End and at
Heathrow.

Boris also offered without
being asked, that PH

drivers should not be
licensed if they could not
speak English and had
asked TFL to bring
forward plans for
knowledge and language
testing for PH driver
applicants.

Val Shawcross then
informed Boris that it isn’t
only cab drivers that think
touting is out of control but
also the GLA. She pointed
out that there are just 14
dedicated enforcement
officers working at night,
when touting is most rife.
There are two serious
sexual assaults a week
attributed to touts and taxi
drivers are paying KOL
and licence fees of which
none is going towards
protecting their livelihoods
and public safety. She
then said that there
needed to be “some
serious welly” put into
enforcement of touting.

Boris admitted that Val’s
criticism was justified and
agreed that more needs to
be done in this area.
Moving on, Richard
Tracey then asked Boris
about the legal situation
regards the Uber “meter”.
Boris repeated that the
LTDA case had been
things up but they had
now withdrawn. TFL have
now asked the High Court
to make a ruling. His own
view is that Uber are using
a meter but warned that
legal opinion may not be
the same. Another
problem is that this is
fighting against consumer
choice and price
sensitivity. Boris went on
to say that the cab trade
needs to be supported
and protected and that
they remain the “gold
standard” and a vital part
of London’s economy.
However, the cab trade
must help themselves,

raise their game and
should be assisted to
become technology
leaders; give the public
what they want i.e.
booking by App and
paying by card.
Richard then asked if
Boris would apply
pressure to obtain a
speedy decision from the
Court and would he ban
Uber’s fare calculation
method if the Court rules it
as a meter?  Boris
responded that he would
do so. He referred to
many EU countries that
had banned Uber  but
pointed out that this had
been for car-sharing and
the only outright ban has
been in India (due to the
rapes).

Caroline Pidgeon then
pointed out to Boris the
huge support at City Hall
today for the Future Proof
recommendations.

MMAAYYOORR’’SS  QQUUEESSTTIIOONN  TTIIMMEE::  
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Caroline said there was an
urgent need for a support
strategy for the cab trade
and TFL needing sorting
out. She then asked would
Boris open up the Cabbies
Cabinet to a broader
church of cab drivers and
would he publish minutes
of the meetings. To this
Boris gave a flat “no”. He
felt that it was important to
keep these meetings
informal.

Caroline then asked if he
would at least publish the
minutes but again Boris
refused to do so.
However, he did say that
any of the attendees were
welcome to take their own
informal minutes and
disseminate them.

Darren Johnson then
asked for an assurance
that Boris supported
Future Proof. To this he
gave an unqualified “yes”.
He said the taxi trade
needed protection against
touting and sharp
practices (Uber was
inferred here). However,
he warned that the abuse
and accusations the taxi
trade has been levelling
against senior TFL officers
is not helpful to the taxi
cause.

James Cleverly then
brought up his concerns
with regard to suburban
ranks and asked if Boris
will make greater efforts to
create new ranks on TFL
controlled highways. Boris
responded that not only
would he do this, it is
already underway.

James then pointed to the
different testing standards
applied to the two trades.
He felt that legislation is

not keeping pace with
technology, allowing PH
access into areas that the
legislation did not intend.
He cited Uber, saying that
even should there be a
positive result with regard
to their meter, the public
could still use them and
they were using
technology to circumvent
legislative intention.
Equalisation of the
licensing regimes was
required and the taxi trade
must catch up with
technology. Boris said this
was already underway to
some degree with plans to
introduce a PH KOL and
language testing.
James then pointed out
that not all taxi and PH
apps appear on the TFL
website. This implies that
those advertised are “the
best” and so either all
Apps should be included
or none at all. Boris
agreed to look into this

and also said that Uber
now had more than a
million registered
customers. He
understands the feeling
among the taxi and PH
trades about the
unfairness of Uber
practises but they will not
be going away and so
require further regulation. 

We all need to work
together to bring the cab
trade forward and properly
regulate the Apps to end
the sharp practises they
have created.
Victoria Borthwick then
spent some time praising
the cab trade. She pointed
out that the size of the
corporate $ they are now
facing from an
unregulated trade is very
unfair. She felt that Future
Proof had to be quickly
implemented and then
regularly reviewed to
make sure it is achieving

its aims. There is a need
to support the taxi trade
and the travelling public.
Passengers had to be
safe when travelling.

The speaker then drew a
close to this item and
allowed the attendant cab
drivers to leave the
chamber before
continuing. At this point,
an un-named cab driver
stood and harangued the
speaker for about two
minutes, embarrassing a
largely well-behaved
driver contingent. He did
our cause no favours at all
and nor did the people
that called out during the
debate and caused the
speaker to issue two
warnings.

It is incredibly frustrating
to listen to this stuff
without responding but we
have to remember that
these are not public

meetings and so only the
members and the Mayor
may actually speak. 

Strictly speaking, even
applause is not allowed
but the speaker allows this
and the members appear
to like it a lot.  
We are getting 100s of
drivers to these events but
we need 1000s. It should
not be difficult to arrange a
working week to allow one
morning to attend. It starts
at 10.00am and is over in
less than two hours. Many
of those attending so far
are obviously making a
social occasion of it by
going off to lunch in
groups afterwards. 

Please, everybody try and
make an effort to attend.
However, if you feel you
cannot observe the rules
and not call out, perhaps it
would be better to stay at
home or at work. 

2255  MMAARRCCHH  22001155::  CCIITTYY  HHAALLLL
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Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a
single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab
Drivers’ Club Ltd,” with today’s date, for £56.67, and two post-dated
cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,
The London Cab Drivers’ Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2
Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 
100 Clements Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................
............................................... Post Code: ......................................
Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................
Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above
information will be kipt by the LCDC in a computer system under the
terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 
matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare that
I have no outstanding PCO or police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2
TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK
LONDON, SE16 4DG

0207 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................
Your Bank Address:............................................................................
Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 
until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 
until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of THE LONDON CAB DRIVERS’ CLUB LTD, 
Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG
Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................
Account No:  .....................................................................................
Sort Code: .......................................................................................
Signature: ........................................................................................
Date: ..................................................................................................

AS AN L.C.D.C
MEMBER YOU 
WILL RECEIVE:
�� 24 HOUR DUTY SOLICITOR  

EXCLUSIVE TO THE CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor hotline 

membership card.
Peace of mind 24 hrs of the day.

�� FULL LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City Of London 
based solicitors and barristers, 
experts in Hackney Carriage and 
road traffic law.

��COMPLAINTS AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC, we will 
deal with any complaint that has been
made against you by members of the 
public.
Also we will attend the LTPH with you
on any personal appeals that would 
affect your licence.

��HEATHROW AIRPORT   
REPRESENTATION

With our reps at the airport working 
hard on the trade’s behalf for a fairer, 
and more safer future at Heathrow.

��RANKS AND HIGHWAYS
The LCDC attend the Joint Ranks 
committee, working hard for more 
ranks and more access for the taxi 
trade in London.

��CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the office for 
any information or up to the date 
news on any trade related subject.

�� TRADE’S FUTURE
The Club worked tirelessly in bringing 
in the green & yellow identifiers to the   
taxi trade.
And are always working hard to  
protect our future.

��CAB TRADE REPRESENTATION
We are working hard to work with 
members of the GLA and also 
politicians to fight our corner against

TFL and was a major influence in the recent
“ future proof” document.

�� VEHICLE MANUFACTURERS
The Club works alongside LTC and
Mercedes to deliver a vehicle that
meets our standard as a London taxi
driver. Recently we have held
meetings to work against the ULEZ
strategy and the introduction of taxi
age limits.

��  ACCIDENT  & SICKNESS SCHEME
We can offer members a fantastic
accident and sickness scheme to help
assist you in times when you may be
off the road due to sickness or
accident, up to £400 a week.

JUST £3
per month

Join over the
phone - just call
and we’ll take
your payment

details* £12 per month is tax deductible
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OOnnccee  aaggaaiinn  tthhee  CClluubb
hhaavvee  ppuulllleedd  iitt  ooffff..  
AA  ttrraavveell  iinnssuurraannccee
sscchheemmee  ffoorr  aallll  rreeaaddeerrss
ooff  TThhee  BBaaddggee  aatt  aa  pprriiccee
ttoo  ssnnaapp  uupp..  

FFoorr  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  ccaallll::  00220033  332277  00555555  //  wwwwww..aassuuaaoonnlliinnee..ccoomm//LLCCDDCC
oorr  EEmmaaiill::  tthheellccddcc@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  ffoorr  ffuullll  ddeettaaiillss  ooff  rraatteess  aanndd  ccoovveerr..  AArrrraannggeedd  tthhrroouugghh  AASSUUAA  LLTTDD..  wwhhoo  aarree  aauutthhoorriizzeedd  aanndd  rreegguullaatteedd  bbyy  tthhee  FFCCAA  NNoo..  330088448888

CCaanncceellllaattiioonn::  ££55,,000000
MMeeddiiccaall::  ££1100,,000000,,000000
BBaaggggaaggee::  ££22000000

�� AAiirrlliinnee  ffaaiilluurree
�� TTrraavveell  
&&  AAccccoommmmooddaattiioonn  ffaaiilluurree

�� DDeellaayyeedd  bbaaggggaaggee

PPLLUUSS  PPLLUUSS  ooppttiioonnaall::
�� WWiinntteerr  ssppoorrttss
�� GGoollff  ccoovveerr
�� WWeeddddiinngg  ccoovveerr

CCOOVVEERR  SSAAMMPPLLEE

EEUURROOPPEE
1177  ddaayyss  ssiinnggllee  ttrriipp  --  ££1199..2244

EEUURROOPPEE  FFAAMMIILLYY  AANNNNUUAALL --  ££6655..4499
WWOORRLLDDWWIIDDEE  FFAAMMIILLYY  AANNNNUUAALL --  ££7755..1188
OOppttiioonnaall  ccoovveerr  aattttrraaccttss  aaddddiittiioonnaall  pprreemmiiuumm

SSAAMMPPLLEE  RRAATTEESS
IINNCCLLUUDDIINNGG  TTAAXXEESS

Life Insurance is required to protect the most precious people 
and assets in your life. For us, as self-employed drivers without
adequate protection your monthly income is at risk. 
The LCDC, working in association with GoLife group, is offering 
members a totally free independent review.
FCA Regulated /  Prices as low as £20 per month

SOME OF THE BENEFITS:
50% Off Virgin Active Memberships ( even for existing members )
Weekly free cinema tickets
75% off Champneys Spa
25% - 50% off Eurostar travel
Up to 40% off BA return flights

CALL 
020 3608 0240
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Criminal record checks BANNED on foreign murderers and rapists who want
to be minicab drivers if they have applied for asylum or refugees status
Asylum seekers and
refugees applying to be
minicab drivers are exempt
from criminal records
checks, potentially
allowing murderers and
rapists to get behind the
wheel.
Rules laid down by Transport
for London (TfL) mean refugees
and those applying for asylum
do not have to reveal whether
they have a criminal history
when trying to become a cab
driver.
The legal loophole in an official
application document on 'private
hire driver licensing' says
people coming to Britain will not
be required to have their
criminal convictions checked.
The form, seen by the Daily
Express, states: 'With regards to
overseas criminal records
checks, no such checks will be
made in respect of those
applicants who declare that they

are in possession of or who
have applied for refugee or
asylum status.'
Everyone else who applies for a
cab licence must undergo
criminal records checks. Those
from outside the EU who have
spent more than three months
abroad over the last three years
have to provide a 'letter of good

conduct' from their home
country.
This usually requires their
country of origin to give a
reference to the Home Office,
revealing whether the applicant
has a criminal history. 
But asylum seekers and
refugees are exempt from this
too, according to a second
document.
A TfL guide on taxi and private

hire applications states: 'Any
applicant who has been granted
or is awaiting a decision to be
granted asylum/refugee status
will not be required to produce a
Certificate of Good Conduct
from the country he is claiming
asylum from.'
Campaigners called for a
change in the guidelines, calling

on all minicab drivers to
undergo thorough criminal
checks. 
Tory MP Nick de Bois said:
'They should not be offering
licences to those they can't
check on. They could be putting
vulnerable members of the
public in the hands of thieves,
murderers and rapists. It
beggars belief.'
Helen Chapman, manager of

London taxi and private hire at
TfL, said: 'All applicants for a
Taxi or Private Hire drivers
licence are required to
undertake an enhanced
Disclosure and Barring Service
check which is carried out by
the Home Office. 
'Any applicant that has lived in a
country other than the UK for
more than three months within
the last three years is also
required to produce a Certificate
of Good Conduct from the

relevant country.
'We recognise this may not be
possible if an applicant is
granted asylum or refugee
status and, where applicable,
these applicants will be required
to provide a Certificate of Good
Conduct from any other country
of residence within the last three
years. They will also be required
to provide evidence of their
Certificate of Registration or a
letter from the Border and
Immigration Agency.'

Private hire drivers sleeping in their vehicles in roads around London
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SURFACE TRANSPORT PANEL
The quarterly meeting was held in
February and taxis and private hire
is pretty much a fixed item on the
agenda, as it was this time. 
This is the first meeting since the
publication of GLA “Future Proof”
recommendations on taxis/PH. In the
light of the GLA asking for these
recommendations to be largely
implemented by May we could be
forgiven for thinking that this would
have been a main topic of discussion
but it didn’t get a mention. This
demonstrates how important the
taxi/PH trade is to TfL. 
The latest quarterly figures show that
the cab trade is shrinking while the PH
trade continues to expand. Taxi driver
numbers have reduced by 84 licences
to 25,428 but the fleet of vehicles has
expanded by 60 vehicles to 22,666.
Meanwhile, there were an extra 2,385
PH driver licences to make a total of
74,222 and an additional 2,254
vehicles to a total of 59,018. 
So, it has taken not much more than a
decade for PH driver numbers to grow
from a lower number than taxi drivers
in 2003 to almost three times as many
at the start of 2015.

ARE PH DRIVERS SELF-
EMPLOYED

Historically, PH drivers qualify as
self-employed as they meet the
seven points by which HMRC
determine this. Primarily, they qualify
because they pay the capital and
running costs of running their business
and have the ability to work for more
than one client.
With regard to having more than one
client, it is debatable as to whether the
PH operator or the passenger is the
driver’s client. Even if the operator is
the client, this does not affect this
situation because in theory the driver
may work for more than one operator.
However, the recent case that TfL
brought and won against an Uber
driver being uninsured may throw a
different light on this situation.  Some
operators supply the vehicle and
insurance and the driver pays for it. By
itself, this makes the driver self-
employed. However, some operators
only insure the vehicle for hire and
reward when carrying out the
operator’s bookings and for domestic
and pleasure purposes.
This raises two key points. First the
role of the operator comes into
question. By tying the driver to the
vehicle and restricting the vehicle’s

use as a PHV to customers booked
through this specific operator, there is
doubt that the operator is merely an
agent putting driver and passengers
together. There is now surely a case to
say that the operator is actually the
driver’s client rather than the
passenger and this raises the second
point.
If the operator is the client this does
not of itself negate validity of the
driver’s self-employment status
because the driver will still have the
ability to work for more than one
operator. However, if the operator
supplies the vehicle and hire and
reward insurance and ties this
exclusively to this operator’s clientele,
in order to work for another operator a
driver would have to buy and run a
second PHV. As the driver can only
drive one vehicle at a time, this is
surely an unreasonable expectation.
The driver is effectively tied to one
client in which case, he is that client’s
employee rather than being self-
employed. HMRC should be looking at
the self-employed status of PH drivers
working with operators that impose
these restrictions on the drivers
businesses. A personal belief is that
such restrictions have to be abolished
or drivers should be employees of the
operator where these restrictions are
used, rather than being self-employed. 

THE PRESSURE IS 
STARTING TO TELL

Once again, we showed up at City
Hall on 25th March to lobby support
for the “Future Proof” report on
taxis and PH. We the taxi trade have
finally woken up to the power of
political lobbying. We are beginning to
slay all the myths about the taxi trade
and informing the politicians about the
realities of our situation.
Various drivers and driver
organisations and ancillary trade
businesses have been arming GLA
members with information and it is
having its effect. We have turned
members that could have been
considered our enemies into our
friends; for instance, environmentally-
conscious members that had
previously thought we chose to drive
the vehicles we drive as taxis.
If you doubt the power of this lobby,
please come along to the next City
Hall date. It was clear at this Mayor’s
Question Time (MQT) that it isn’t just
the transport committee that support
Future Proof report (that largely
supports our trade) but the whole

GLA. The effects can be visibly seen.
Every time we show up, positive
mention is regularly made of our
attendance.
When Sir Peter Hendy was
questioned, he turned up bearing gifts.
At this MQT, Boris did the same. Sir
Peter was desperate to discuss ULEZ
but was twice told that it was a
question for another committee.
However, in the end the committee
relented and he was all support for the
cab trade. He wanted to let us know
that he felt it would be unfair to impose
a 10 year limit and/or zero-emission
vehicles on us without subsidy and
compensation schemes.  
On this occasion, Boris came bearing
the gift that he had instructed TfL to
look into some sort of KOL and
language testing for PH driver
applicants. Nor was Boris his usual
self while we were in the hall. He was
snappy with the GLA members, talked
over them and there was little sign of
humour.
A few of stayed afterwards for the
ULEZ questions and a marked
difference in Boris’ demeanour could
be seen after the bulk of drivers had
left. He was allowing members to
speak and was his usual, humorous
self, telling one member that a tin of
baked bans would be a better
representative for his constituents than
the member himself.
While we were all in the hall, the only
criticism he made of us was that we
needed to help ourselves by adapting
to change and to customer desires.
When the ULEZ questions came up
and the bulk of drivers had left, Boris
started in on a list of clean air
successes he had produced. Among
them, he said that his administration
was the first to deal with taxi emissions
and the result was that he had “taken
more than 5,000 dirty taxis off the
road” and this had greatly improved
London’s air quality.
He didn’t mention that it was his and

previous administrations that had
forced us to buy and use these “dirty
cabs”. One also wonders if he would
have been so eager to crow about this
while the hall was full of drivers.
As for the GLA members, they are
loving our support. Our attendances
and support has been getting loads of
mentions collectively and from
individual members. When the
members arrived in the hall it could
easily be seen how pleased they were
that we were filling the Hall. At the end,
one un-named GLA member
expressed his absolute glee at how
uncomfortable the questions and our
presence had made Boris. Apparently,
it is a fairly rare occurrence.
One member couldn’t wait for our item
to come up and brought up Boris
Bikes out of the blue, much to the
pleasure of the audience. Boris rightly
accused him of playing to the gallery
and this was not an isolated case by a
long chalk in either meeting.
There is a serious point to all this
though. It shows the GLA how dire we
view our situation that we keep
lobbying and attending meetings.
Many of them have pointed this out
and Val Shawcross warned Boris that
our continued presence is indicative
that Future proof is not going to go
away or be swept under the carpet.
Results won’t come overnight but we
are making progress as can be seen
by the gifts that Hendy and Boris have
brought us already. We have to keep
up the pressure though by attending
and supporting the GLA. We should
have fine weather by the next one so
let’s not just bang out the Hall but
enough of us to clog up More London
and the pavement in Tooley Street. If
we can do that, we’ll get the
mainstream media interested as well
and they won’t be slow to have a dig at
Boris and TfL. We need to let them
know that the only way to get rid of us
is by acting on the Future Proof
recommendations.

Walker on the March....



20  Issue 228 - April 2015

LCDC MEMBERS PAY JUST £180
FREE - iZettle credit

card machine
- No monthly contract
- Driver keeps fare, plus tip, plus 2%
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•  New state of the art facility
for the next generation
London Black Cab

•  Up to 1,000 jobs to be
created & new apprenticeship
scheme introduced

•  Significant increase in
production planned from 2018

Geely has announced that
it will invest £250m to build
a new state-of the-art
research, development
and assembly facility for
the London Taxi Company
as the group prepares for
the introduction of the
next generation electric
and ultra-low emission
London Black Cab.

The investment will see the
construction of a new purpose-
built facility in the Ansty area of
Coventry, close to the London
Taxi Company’s existing
factory. The 85,000 sq metre
site will house all of the
company’s research,
development and assembly
operations.

Up to 1,000 new jobs will be
created through the investment
in the site, which will eventually
have the capacity to assemble
up to 36,000 vehicles a year.
This is a ten-fold increase on
capacity at the company’s
existing site in Holyhead Road,
Coventry, which has been
home to the London Taxi
Company for almost 70 years.

Geely’s commitment to the
London Taxi Company marks
the largest ever greenfield
investment in the UK by a
Chinese company and is being
backed with funding from the
UK Government’s Regional
Growth Fund and other UK and
local government support.

The investment comes as the
London Taxi Company
continues the development of

the next generation London
Black Cab, which will be an
ultra-low emissions vehicle to
comply with new regulations
being introduced by the Mayor
of London that will reduce the
level of emissions allowed from
new taxis from January 2018.
The new vehicle will be
developed using significantly
increased UK and EU content,
bringing economic benefits
through the supply chain. It will
be launched in the UK at the
end of 2017 and across
international markets in 2018.

The investment underlines
Geely’s commitment to LTC
and the UK following its rescue
of the business out of
administration in 2013, since
which time the company has
invested significantly to restart
production and fund the
development of the successor
to the existing TX4 taxi.

Production of the iconic London
Black Cab began at the London
Taxi Company’s existing
Coventry site in 1948 since
when more than 130,000
vehicles have rolled off the
assembly lines. Today's
investment will ensure that
Coventry remains the home of
the London Black Cab.

Prime Minister David Cameron
said: “Geely’s £250 million
investment and the creation of
up to 1000 jobs is great news
for Coventry and a vote of
confidence in our long-term
economic plan to back
business, create jobs and
secure the recovery. It means
that more hardworking people
will have the financial security
that a job and regular pay-
packet bring and demonstrates
that the UK is open for
business. The London Black
Cab is iconic around the world
and I am pleased that the next
generation will have a state of
the art production facility in the
UK”.

The Mayor of London, Boris
Johnson, said: “The production
of zero emission capable
vehicles, incorporating the
latest state of the art
technology, is essential as we
strive to create the greenest taxi
fleet in the world for London. I
warmly welcome Geely’s
commitment to building this
impressive new factory in
Coventry, highlighting the UK’s
position as a world leader in the
development and
manufacturing of ultra low
emission technologies. The
vehicles this facility produces
will help transform London's taxi
fleet, boost jobs and growth in
London and the West
Midlands, and secure the long-
term future of the taxi industry,
whilst ensuring everyone who
lives, work in or visits our
city has the cleanest possible
air to breathe”.

Li Shufu, founder and chairman
of Zhejiang Geely Holding
Group, said: “This investment
will secure the future of London
Taxi Company. Almost two
years after we acquired this
company – in which we first
took a stake in 2006 – it has
become an important part of
our global automotive strategy.
Today’s announcement
symbolises the close business
links between China and the
UK, which is an attractive
market for Chinese inward
investment. The London Taxi
expansion will demonstrate the
benefits of Anglo-Chinese
partnerships, showing how we
can harness our resources,
industrial know- how and
technology to produce an
environmentally-friendly next
generation electric and ultra-low
emission London Black Cab
that China and the UK will be
proud of, and which can be a

world-beater in export markets.”

Peter Johansen, Vice President
of UK Operations for the
London Taxi Company, said:
‘Coventry has been the home
of the iconic London Black Cab
for nearly 70 years so we are
delighted that it will remain so
for the next 70 as the London
Taxi Company expands and
goes from strength to strength.
We are proud of the company’s
regional heritage in an area that
is steeped in automotive and
manufacturing history. Geely’s
investment in this new facility is
testament to the dedication of
all those who work at the
London Taxi Company and this
city’s reputation for producing
world-class engineers. We
intend to build vehicles in the
vanguard of environmental
technology which set new
standards for comfort and
performance.’

Geely to invest £250m in new London Taxi
site to develop next-generation green cab
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Please find below the tyre ratings for vehicle licence requirements at NSL for all taxis:

Vehicle Make / Model Tyre Size

Mercedes Vito Euro 4 195/65 R 16 100/98T or 104/102T
Mercedes Vito Euro 5 195/65 R 16 100/98T or 104/102T
Fairway (declared 
maximum speed 
of 130 km/h) 175 R 16 N

TX1 (declared maximum 
speed of 130 km/h) 175 R 16 N
TX1 (declared maximum 
speed of 147 km/h) 175 R 16 Q
TXII (declared maximum 
speed of 147 km/h) 175 R 16 Q
TX4 (declared maximum 
speed of 147 km/h) 175 R 16 Q

NSL TYRE 
REQUIREMENTS 
UPDATE...



CARL FRAMPTON has
dismissed a £1.5million
offer made by Scott
Quigg’s promoter Eddie
Hearn and demanded
more talks with a view
to sealing a world title
unification bout this
summer. 
Belfast star Frampton
insists the all-British bout
can only take place as a
co-promotion with his own
Cyclone Promotions and if
an agreement cannot be

reached he will instead
pursue a voluntary
defence of his IBF super-
bantamweight crown.
Hearn wrote the sum on a
cheque in front of
cameras on Tuesday and
said: "We’ve made Carl
an offer of £1.5million to
fight in Manchester on
July 18.
"There’s no reason why
this fight can’t happen and
we are willing to put the
money up."

ANTHONY
JOSHUA and
David Price are
set for a battle
of Britain
showdown
before the end
of 2015. The
Olympic
medallists could
clash as early
as the autumn.
Anthony Joshua could clash with
David Price this autumn 
Price, 31, looked destined for a
world-title challenge before two shock
defeats by veteran American Tony
Thompson in 2013. But the Liverpool
heavyweight, who won bronze at the
2008 Olympics, has slowly rebuilt his
career with four wins.
London 2012 gold medallist Joshua,

25, continued his steady professional
career by extending his record to 11
wins and 11 knockouts with a third-
round stoppage of American Jason

Gavern on Saturday night.
Joshua faces another American on
May 30 in London when he takes on
the durable Kevin Johnson, and

promoter Eddie Hearn will then look
for one more fight in July before a
possible clash with Price
Joshua's win over Gavern in
Newcastle was his first outing in five
months after a stress fracture in his
back. He was not troubled by the
flabby American who looked nothing
like a man in his 50th professional
contest. Joshua had him down three
times in the third before it was
eventually stopped.
The Watford-born fighter said: "I was
a bit ring-rusty and was not able to
display all I've been doing at the gym.
But once the momentum gets going I
will be able to display some more
shots, some more sharp shooting.
"If I can start pushing to British titles,
European titles step by step, these
fights won't really mean anything
when I am experienced and a
champion."

Steve Bunce
-BOXNATION

JJoosshhuuaa  eeyyeess  BBaattttllee  ooff
BBrriittaaiinn  ccllaasshh  wwiitthh  PPrriiccee
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HIS boyhood club is Sheffield
United and now Kell Brook
has a dream of fighting there
against one of the superstars
of boxing.
As Brook dispatched Jo Jo Dan
in four rounds in the first defence
of his IBF world welterweight
crown, his thoughts switched to
his next fight and the possibility
of meeting Juan Manuel
Marquez at Bramall Lane.
Marquez may be 41, but the
four-weight world champion has
beaten some of the biggest
names in boxing and is
expected to return to action
following a knee injury.
"It would be unbelievable," said
Brook, 28. "Marquez, just the
name itself. He knocked
[Manny] Pacquiao out, what he
has done with his legacy, to
share a ring with him at Bramall
Lane would be a dream come
true.
"Looking around the stadium,
standing across from Marquez
defending my world title, that is
what dreams are made of.
"That fight would make me a
superstar. This is what I'm in the

sport for. He is one of the best
out there, to beat him over here
would be truly amazing.
"I would be world recognised as
a top superstar in the
welterweight division."
Brook won the world title by
beating Shawn Porter last
August, but was left fighting for
his life just weeks later when he
was stabbed on holiday in
Tenerife.
And he said that moment went
through his mind as he dumped
challenger Dan on the canvas
four times at Sheffield's
Motorpoint Arena before the
Romanian's corner pulled him
out at the end of the fourth.

"I did think about the attack,"
said Brook. "I was laid there
thinking I would never lace the
gloves again and I'm stood here
again and so fit, healthy, having
defended my title in my home
city."
This week his promoter Eddie
Hearn is set for talks with Sky
bosses over a date for Brook's
next fight and said Mexican
Marquez is an expensive option
but still a possibility.
American Brandon Rios is
another on the list after the
Matchroom Boxing chief Hearn
revealed British rival Amir Khan
will not even enter negotiations
over a potential fight.

BBrrooookk  eeyyeess  MMaarrqquueezz  ccllaasshh
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Dear Alan,
Thank you very much for all
your help with my PCN and also
my PATAS appeal, that was a
success. The money I saved
onthis has paid for my yearly
subscription.
Thank you
Paul Thomas

Dear Grant,
I know I have asked you not to
mention my name but I wanted
to just write into the Badge and
say a very heart felt Thank you
for representing me at Palestra
on my personal appeal.
Thanks again Grant and why
drivers are not members already
I don’t know.
Thank you very much
Name withheld

Dear LCDC,
I just wanted to say that as a
new member, I really enjoy the
news and debates on Twitter:
why are there not more
Taxi drivers on Twitter?
Come on drivers…join up!
Steven Horovitz

Dear Alan,
Thanks for all your help dealing
with Lambeth Council and my
PCN. 
I just haven’t got the patience
to deal with these creeps and
just wanted to say that I
appreciate your help.
Jamie Lowry

Dear LCDC,
As a butter boy of just 10 years,
I am very concerned over the
lack of tfl staff I see tackling the
touts on a regular basis, what
the hell is going on?
I spent nearly four years on the
knowledge - what for?
Thanks for nothing TFL
Name withheld

Dear Aimee,
Thank you for all your help
dealing with TFL for me over my
medical worries. It made me feel
a lot better speaking to you and
reassuring me.
Stan Meadows

Dear Grant,
Please find enclosed a cheque
for £15 for my first month’s
membership.
After following the Club on
Twitter, I decided to get behind
you guys, as you seem to be the
most passionate out there.
Women cab drivers need your
support as much as the men do
- please keep on fighting our
corner for us!
Many thanks
Lucy Beale

L.C.D.C LEADERS 
NOT FOLLOWERS

Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax
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PRIVATE HIRE
FORECOURT CONTROL

Private hire operations now
have complete control of the
forecourts outside
Heathrow's passenger
terminals. 
Although it is a criminal offence
under the airport byelaws for
empty minicabs cabs to stop on
any part of the forecourts, police
and TfL enforcement officers
don't appear to have any
intentions of dealing with
parking issues. The authorities
at Heathrow seem to enjoy
passing the buck and blaming
each other for not relegating
empty minicabs to the car
parks. The set down areas of
Terminals 3, 4 and 5 haven't
just become illegal car parks for
minicabs, they are also full of
licensed taxis from Egham,
Staines, Ashford, Slough and
Windsor. The drivers wait on
the forecourts to meet
passengers who pay £35 to
£45 to go to the areas lying to
the immediate west and south-
west of Heathrow. London taxis
Heathrow on ranks are being
unfairly undercut and will only
be able to claw back business
from these local taxis if they are
directed to the car parks where
they belong. By operating from
the forecourts, minicabs and
non-London taxis have two
major advantages over TfL
licensed cabs on the ranks. The
first is that they don't have to
pay parking charges and then
include those charges in their
fares. The second advantage is
that their passengers can
arrange to get picked up within
100 yards of the Arrivals exits.
For some reason HAL expects
taxi drivers working on the
ranks to offer knockdown prices
for destinations that fall just
outside the Met' boundary. HAL
seems to forget that local taxis
from these areas are only able
to offer pick up services and
attractive prices because they
are allowed by HAL, and the
police (MPS) to ignore the

parking and PH byelaws.
Hotels situated just outside the
western perimeter road and TfL
boundary, act as booking
agents for local cabs and these
local cabbies charge a
minimum of £30.00 for
example, to pick up hotel
guests on Terminal 5. If a hotel

guest arriving at Heathrow
needs onward transport during
the unsocial hours then all too
often these local cab services
can't provide coverage and the
hotel guests are left stranded.
They eventually find a taxi rank
and a driver ready to take them
to their hotel. But before the
driver sets off, he will be
expected to offer a detailed
explanation of why he's
charging ten quid more for his
taxi fare than was quoted by the
cab service who left the
passengers stranded. 

CREDIT CARDS AT
HEATHROW 

Transport for London is a
regulatory body that owes a
duty of care to both taxi
drivers and the travelling
public.
The history of TfL's (formerly
PCO) rulings on credit card
acceptance and usage at
Heathrow goes back at least
fifteeen years. There should be
no doubt in the minds of
Heathrow drivers that as the
law stands and has stood for
many years, all compellable taxi
journeys have to be done on
the meter irrespective of
whether a passenger is paying
by credit card or cash.

Heathrow drivers don't have
special special dispensation
from TfL, HAL or uncle Tom
Cobbley to charge credit card
passengers any more than they
would charge cash customers.
There are plans to introduce a
Code of Conduct at Heathrow
and one of the code's golden

rules will be that all credit card
fares should be accepted
regardless of whether they're
going to Gatwick or Bath road.
The only minimum fare that
could become payable in the
foreseeable future, would be a
minimum fare sanctioned by
TfL. There has been a lot of talk
lately that TfL and HAL have
struck some kind of deal under
which HAL will assume
responsibilty for imposing rules
on credit cards. The LCDC has
done its homework and we can
confirm that TfL has in turn
confirmed that no discussions
have taken place between HAL
and TfL on the subject of credit
cards. If there's a change in this
situation the latest available
news from TfL will be published
in The Badge. 
TfL's Enforcement Powers 
Several police officers at
Heathrow Police Station
maintain close contact with the
taxi trade organisations and
sometimes these officers
publish controversial views
about why there isn't enough
enforcement to prevent PH
operations from using
Heathrow as an illegal base.
One of them has gone so far as
to say that only police officers
and not TfL enforcement

officers are empowered to deal
with illegal minicab operations
at Heathrow. The LCDC
disagrees with this outspoken
traffic officer. It has been pointed
out to him that no matter what
the police are prepared to do
about breaches of Heathrow's
PH byelaws, TfL has the power

to suspend or revoke the
licences of persistent offenders.
It's very disappointing that TfL
hasn't challenged this officer's
criticism of TfL and has left it to
the LCDC to point out the errors
in his appraisals of who can do
what to combat minicab crime. 

TIGER TIGER INCIDENT 
One night not so long ago in

London's west end, two cars
were illegally parked near the
Tiger Tiger night club in the
crowded Haymarket. 
They looked like harmless
minicabs, but in fact the cars
had been deliberately
positioned there by terrorists. It
was discovered by chance that
they were packed with
explosive materials. Fortunately,
a combination of pure luck and
good judgment resulted in a
major disaster being prevented
by the Security Services. At
least one senior police officer at
Heathrow is on record of having
pointed out that the illegal
parking on the airport's
forecourts poses a potential
terrorist threat. Undoubtedly,
this officer isn't alone in
observing that there could
always be much more to a
minor illegal parking incident
than meets the eye. 

CAPPED AND 
FIXED FARES

The merits or otherwise of
capping or fixing taxi fares at
Heathrow is not a new
subject, but it's one that
never seems to produce
workable conclusions. 
For a start, how would the
driver on a fixed or capped fare
journey, cope with sudden
major change to instructions
that had been given by the
passenger at Heathrow ? Every
experienced driver knows that
it's not unusual for a passenger
to add an extra destination or to
cut short a journey due to traffic
congestion. This is one of
several obvious problems that
TfL needs to debate within the
context of consultations on fixed
or capped fares. TfL often
makes tentative proposals as to
how Heathrow drivers could
improve their services to the
public, but then says or does
nothing more by way of a follow
up. For example, how much
does TfL reckon maximum
fares to Canary Wharf or the
City Airport areas should be ?
The hardest thing to decide, is
just how much over £100 would
it need to make all Docklands
fares worthwhile to a majority of
Heathrow drivers. There is wide
diversity of opinion within the
taxi trade and probably TfL as to
what maximum payable fares
should be set at. It's impossible
to talk convincingly about a
special fares tariff at Heathrow
without taking into consideration
that keeping the ranks fed with
cabs necessitates having
hundreds of cabs on standby in
the feeder park. Although HAL
owns the private property of
Heathrow Airport, it's a private
sector entity that doesn't have
any legal powers to give it a
definitive say in setting fares into
London. If negotiations on fixed
or capped fares at Heathrow
are to get underway and bear
fruit, TfL will have to become a
lot more eager to cooperate
with the taxi trade organisations. 

Airport matters...
BY PETER “THE CANNON” L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP
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Unbelievable Prices
TX / VITO REMOULDS

£38.50+VAT

TEL: 0207 231 5857
72 ENID STREET, BERMONDSEY, LONDON, SE16 3RA

MORRIS TYRE
SERVICES

Heart Tests For London Taxi Drivers 

WOOD STREET
CLINIC

The Heart Centre For London Taxi Drivers

Have You Had Heart Problems?

Do you need an Exercise Test  and / or Echocardiogram
(to measure LVEF) for LtpH?

We can help with our fast, efficient service and special
low rates for London’s taxi drivers

We are now providing stress Echocardiography
(functional testing) when required.

We understand that your living can depend on these tests

Contact us now on
The Wood Street Clinic
133 Wood Street
Barnet, Herts EN5 4BX
Telephone : 0208 449 7656    
www.woodstreetclinic.com  or
enquiries@woodstreetclinic.com
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@WoodStClinic

CABS WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID

INSTANT CASH

CAB HIRE ALSO AVAILABLE

07877 093 866
07956 293 748
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