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Grant Davis

Over the last month in London,
we have experienced riots
which have shook the nation.
Whilst this came as a huge
shock to the rest of the
population, to anyone who has
been driving a taxi in the
Capital for the last ten years,
this has come as no surprise.
Night after night taxi drivers

witness a complete disregard for

law and order where certain

areas of the Capital have become

no go areas for the police. One

only has to look at the touting

situation to see such high levels

of law breaking going on

unchallenged in the City and

West End on a regular basis.

Since becoming Chairman, I

have spent many nights out on

the streets of London with

TFL / Boris Johnson / TOCU /

John Mason and Helen Chapman

/ to show them personally just

how bad the situation has

become. Unfortunately for the cab

trade despite numerous initiatives

the situation I am sorry to say is

worse than ever.

Blatant “Plying For hire” is going

on under our noses every night,

whilst licensed taxicab

drivers are being persecuted by

local Authorities, Westminster CC

/ Camden etc for stopping at an

ATM machine in the early hours

of the morning for their

passengers to obtain money to

pay for their fares to take them

safely home.

This Illustrates to me once again

that law enforcement takes the

easy option of policing the law

abiding whilst the real offenders

go unpunished. 

No wonder there was riots! with

looters running amok wrecking

the livelihoods of the law abiding

majority.

WHAT A WAY TO 
RUN A COUNTRY

It was only two years ago when
the Club had TO PAY marshals
to protect hard working
law abiding taxi drivers to be

able to use a rank that was

LEGALLY OURS TO WORK
FROM. Since this imitative the

rank has flourished and is now

one of the best ranks to work in

the West End. You would think

that the powers to be would take

this as an example in dealing with

the law breaking Private Hire

drivers in a cheap and efficient

manner. Westminster Council say

they have no money in their kitty,

but the same people however

where involved in the

redevelopment of Mount Street

that was shut for 11 months and

at a cost of over ten million

pounds.!

Our front page reports about

what is happening with the PH

problem in Birmingham

and I urge you all to read it. We

at the LCDC believe that this

commitment by Birmingham City

Council in upholding the law, if

replicated in the Capital could go

a long way in solving our

problems.

But will Cab Enforcement take

up the challenge?

Editorial
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As you may be aware, very
shortly green and yellow
identifiers will be issued to all
licenced taxi drivers. An e-mail
has now been sent to Mr. Mason
stating that some yellow badge
driver feel that having yellow
identifiers on their taxis is
‘racist.’ Please read the e-mail
below and I would love to have
any feedback from green badge
Jewish drivers regarding the
following.

Dear Mr. Mason
Without Prejudice

Regarding the proposed

introduction of the identifiers into

London Taxi's. The following has

been brought to our attention by the

Minority Jewish Suburban Taxi

Drivers of which we feel it is of the

utmost importance to take into

account.

As we are sure you are aware

through all the suburban sectors

there is a minority of Jewish Taxi

Drivers. In some sectors there is a

larger contingent than others, but

nether-the-less they are a minority

within the suburban sector as a

whole.

These driver are out raged that

you are trying to force the

introduction of identifiers on the

front and rear of their taxi's

(Hackney Carriage Vehicles) to

identify them to the General Public,

not only that, but you propose to

make them YELLOW. Are you

aware of the significance that this

implication has, if not we will

enlighten you.

In 1940 YELLOW IDENTIFIERS

were forced on people of the

Warsaw Ghetto, these people were

a Minority race all being Jewish so

that they would stand out from the

crowd and be identifiable. This

brings back horrendous stories into

our minds of which our parents and

grandparents told us about. I am

sure you know and have read of the

well documented atrocities that

were inflicted not only of the Jewish

population but others who were

made to wear YELLOW

IDENTIFIERS. If you think that we

are going to allow this situation to

arise again in a different guise, you

are very sorely mistaken. Families

who went through this life changing

trauma still have relatives alive, who

not only work but use our services,

how do you think this appears to a

so called free society.

By trying the introduce these

Yellow identifiers you leave your

organisation open to comments and

thoughts, and may be perceived by

the general public, that you have

another agenda and that your

organisation may well be

institutionally racist or that members

of the staff may be racist.

Even the thought, let alone, the

forced introduction of these

YELLOW Identifiers infringes the

civil liberties of a Minority race, and

all people of this Great British Multi-

Racial country.

It most certainly infringes ones

Human Rights.

And it tantamount to Racially or

Religiously Harassment- Under

sections: Protection from

Harassment Act 1997, s4 or s2 and

the Crime and Disorder Act 1998

s.32

Any colour identifier would also be

abhorrent and cause the same

problem. As would only issuing

Green Identifiers to the All London

Drivers/Taxi's and thus leaving the

suburban section to standout from

the crowd with no Identification at

all.

We urge you, before this situation

gets out of hand and irretrievable

damage is done to TfL and TPH

and the Taxi trade as a whole, to

have a rethink and abandon any

form of identification and continue

with the compliance teams that you

have in dealing with the minor

infringement of a very very small

minority as you own figures show.

You are using a sledge hammer to

crack a nut and may well bring your

government bodies into disrepute

with the majority of the voting

public.

We would be grateful for a reply

within 10 working days

Yours Sincerely

Melvin Stanley

London Suburban 

Taxi Association  (LSTA) 

Are yellow badge identifiers racist?
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Tony McGrady - LCDC Member

The LCDC recently submitted  a
Freedom Of  Information Request
to LT&PH regarding their policy
on enforcing the law regarding
Illegal Plying For Hire by both
private hire drivers, and private
hire operators.
Set out below is the initial

request and the response from
LT&PH.
Opposite, you can compare

what the Authorities in
Birmingham are doing ( with
much less resources ) when they
take action dealing with P.H
drivers who are Plying For Hire.

The London Cab Drivers Club
(LCDC) entered a Freedom of
Information(FOI) Request to
London Taxi and Private Hire
(LT&PH) to try to understand
their views and lack of
enforcement with regards to
Plying for Hire In London and the
metropolitan area by licensed
and unlicensed Private Hire
Drivers (PHD) and Operators.

Our questions 
are as follows:

1. What rules and regulations 

do LT&PH have in place to 
stop Private hire from plying 
for hire?

2. How many PH operators 

have been found guilty for 
plying for hire in the last five 
years?

3. What case law does LT&PH 

use to instruct PH about 
plying for hire?

4. What do LT&PH view as 

plying for hire?

5. Please could you supply the 

figures for all the operators 
arrested for ply for hire?

6. Are we right in thinking that 

TFL do not hold records of 
operators convicted of plying
for hire if not, why not! If this
is a police matter why does 
TFL not hold records on 
(PHD) for touting?

LT&PH Reply 
to FOI request: 

It is a condition of an operator’s

license that when taking

bookings, all licensed private

hire operators, regardless of the

premises or type of venue they

are in, must record the following

information. 

The date on which the booking

was made and, if different, the

date on which these journey wills

take place . 

The name of the person or

other identification for whom the

booking is made. 

The agreed time and place of

collection. 

The main destination specified

at the time of the booking . 

Any fare estimated or quoted. 

The name or other identification

of the driver carrying out the

booking. 

If applicable the name of any

other operator the booking has

been sub-contracted to. 

The registered number, or other

means of identification, of the

vehicle to be used Attached is a

copy of the guidance notes

made available to private hire

operator applicants and these

confirm the records that must be

kept and advise operators that

once licensed they must comply

with the record keeping

requirements and all other

applicable regulations and

conditions. 

Bookings must be taken inside

the premises that are licensed

and attached is a copy of a

notice regarding this (19/09). A

notice (29/08) was issued to

private hire drivers to remind

them to comply with local

parking restrictions when parking

their vehicle or stopping to pick

up or set down passengers.

Attached is a copy of this notice.

However, TfL is unable to

enforce against local parking

restrictions and this is the

responsibility of the relevant

Borough. 

TfL do advise/request the Local

Authority to do this to deter

issues with illegal touting by

licensed and unlicensed drivers.

Guidance on the difference

among taxi and private hire

driver licenses are available on

the TfL website, however, as

requested not to just provide

links, here is the statement that

private hire drivers “must work

for a licensed operator or

become a licensed operator” and

that “Private hire vehicles must

be booked through a licensed

operator, either by telephone, via

the internet or at an office”. 

When a private hire driver’s

license is issued the driver is

also reminded that they may only

carry out private hire work, which

has been booked through a

licensed private hire operator. 

The Metropolitan and City of

London police force carry out

enforcement and compliance

activity, often in partnership with

our Compliance Officers and part

of this work involves targeting

drivers who are illegally plying

for hire, touting or taking

passengers that have not made

a booking with a licensed private

hire operator. 

The TfL position regarding

licensed private hire drivers who

are cautioned for or convicted of

touting is that they will have their

license revoked and will not be

considered for relicense for a

minimum of 12 months. Attached

is a copy of the notice about this

(19/08). 

The case law and definition of

plying for hire is an issue for the

courts and police to consider

when a person is arrested and

charged with this offence. 

TfL carries out compliance

inspections of all licensed

operators but we do not

prosecute operators for illegally

plying for hire, the inspections

may lead to an operator’s fitness

being reviewed for failing to

comply with their obligations as a

licensed private hire operator

and this could result in their

license being revoked but this is

not a conviction or the operator

being found guilty of an offense. 

You may wish to contact the

Metropolitan and City of London

police forces to request any

figures they hold for successful

prosecutions of licensed private

hire operators or people illegally

trading as an unlicensed

operator. 

Any arrests for illegally plying

for hire or touting, by licensed or

unlicensed individuals, would be

made by the Metropolitan or City

of London police and so they

would hold the figures for this. 

If a licensee was convicted of

illegally plying for hire or touting

then we would review their

fitness but it is drivers who tend

to be the focus of this offence.

Private hire operators are much

more likely to have their fitness

reviewed because they are not

complying with the requirements

of the Private Hire Vehicles

(London) Act 1998 and in many

cases this will come to our

attention as a result of a

compliance inspection and this

will lead to their fitness being

reviewed by Transport for

London rather than the operator

being arrested and charged. 

We do hold records for each

operator and these would

contain details of any review of

the operator’s fitness including if

the operator is convicted for

touting but the information is

held on each separate file and

overall figures are not collated,

unlike in the case of private hire

drivers where we keep a record

of the total number of private

hire driver licenses revoked

under the ‘one strike and out’

policy 

As you are aware, TfL will

shortly be announcing the

outcome of the private hire

consultation which does cover

some of the items you have

requested 

After reading theres replies

from (LT&PH), The (LCDC) are

going to try to high light the

fouling of both parties being

London Taxi & Private Hire

(LT&PH), and the Safer

Transport Control(STC) over the

coming weeks.

P.H. DRIVERS ILLEGALLY
LONDON’S RESPONSE
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PLYING FOR HIRE
BIRMINGHAM’S RESPONSE

We have contacted
Birmingham’s cab
enforcement department
regarding how they deal with
private hire drivers illegally
‘plying for hire’ 

Their response is as follows:

Thank you for your recent email

enquiring about the work of the

licensing enforcement team in

Birmingham. I apologies for the

delay in responding. The

enforcement team consists 14

officers, including a principal

officer and team manager. Two

officers are office based and deal

with routine enquiries, accident

notifications and the

administration of Simple

Cautions. The remaining officers

are field officers. We also have a

police officer seconded to the

team. As a team we enforce

general licensing

requirements,(such as the

Licensing Act, Gambling Act,

Street Collections, Door to Door

collections , Local Government

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act

relating to sex establishments,

and Birmingham City Council Act

which controls premises offering

massage or other special

treatments), and the

requirements for hackney

carriages and private hire. We

currently have 1,439 licensed

hackney carriage drivers and

6,043 licensed private hire

drivers. We also have 1,453

licensed hackney carriage

vehicles and 5,550 licensed

private hire vehicles.

The department is financed

almost exclusively from fees,

although I understand there is a

small grant from the Centre

which acts as a buffer. Plying

exercises are conducted in one

of two ways.

1. The first is where officers

will approach vehicles suspected

of plying for hire and request a

journey. If the driver agrees to

the journey and a fare agreed

the officers will enter the vehicle

and the journey will commence.

Along the way the vehicle will be

intercepted by a traffic police

officer and brought to a stop site

where the driver will be informed

that his passengers are officers

and he will be cautioned and

reported for offence of plying for

hire. 

2. The alternative method is

used where we do not have

police support. Officers approach

a driver and request a journey. If

the driver agrees to take the

officers and a fare is agreed the

officers will enter the vehicle but

will caution and report the driver

for the offence of plying for hire

only.

As far as officers being covered

by insurance, the view of

Birmingham City Council is that

as the officers are undertaking

work activities they are covered

by the council’s employers

liability insurance. We do

however risk assesses each

operation and ensure that risks

to officers safety is as low as

reasonably practicable, in line

with legal requirements. I hope

this answers your enquiry. 

Licensing – Prosecutions at
their meeting in May 2005 the
Licensing Committee agreed
to publicize cases taken by the
City Council in so far as these
relate to offences committed
in respect of the Licensing
Service. The list below
identifies cases taken between
November 2010 – May 2011
and this will be updated on a
monthly basis following. 

Saleem Chohan
Pleaded guilty at Birmingham
Magistrates Court on 10th
December 2010 to one offence
of plying for hire and one of
having invalid insurance.
Fined £450

(£300 – no ins & £150– plying)

+ 6 penalty points

Prosecution Costs £100 

(£200 req)

Town Police Clauses Act 1847 

& Road Traffic Act 1988

Qamar Shezad
Pleaded guilty at Birmingham
Magistrates Court on 1st
November 2010 to one offence

of plying for hire and one of
having invalid insurance.
Fined £235 – plying & £350

– no ins

+ 3 penalty points & disqualified

from driving for 9 months

Prosecution Costs £200 (£200

req)

Town Police Clauses Act 1847

& Road Traffic Act 1988

Tariq Zaman
Pleaded guilty at Birmingham
Magistrates Court on 5th
November 2010 to one offence
of plying for hire and one of
having invalid insurance.
Fined £120 – plying & £240

– no ins

+ 6 penalty points

Prosecution Costs £100 

(£200 req)

Town Police Clauses Act 1847

& Road Traffic Act 1988

Arshad Mohammed
Pleaded guilty at Sutton
Coldfield Magistrates on 23rd
November 2010 to one offence
of plying for hire and one of

having invalid insurance.
Fined £235 – no ins (No

separate penalty for plying)

+ 8 penalty points

Prosection Costs £200 

(£200 req)

Town Police Clauses Act 1847

& Road Traffic Act 1988

Why is it London Taxi & Private

Hire (LTPH) and Safer Transport

Command (STC), have not

made one single arrest of

Private Hire Drivers and their

operators for Plying for hire in

the Capital, Birmingham council

have achieved so much on a

shoe string budget, maybe we

should send them to Birmingham

for training, or just sack the lot

for incompetence.

You can VIEW all 
48 convictions on 

our blog site
lcdcorg.wordpress.com

I THINK THE FIGURES
SPEAK FOR

THEMSELVES!!

Birmingham City Council convicts for plying for hire
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Airport Matters
BY PETER “THE CANNON”

L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP
BAA Heathrow (HAL) has
provided the LCDC with written
confirmation that BAA has no
intention of underwriting the
financial services offered by
HALTS to Heathrow taxi drivers. 

The news that BAA doesn’t guarantee

the reliability of HALTS’ services comes

as no surprise to trade reps who have

repeatedly queried and criticised the

nature of HALTS’ business relationship

with BAA. The directors of HALTS

describe themselves as BAA partners

and they continue to publish a lot of

news about HALTS’ new i-phone ‘radio

circuit’. Perhaps their latest literary

outpourings may come in useful as

manure for ‘growing the taxi product’. 

The Italian Connection
The Italian company supplying HALTS

new ‘radio circuit’ with technical know-

how is said to be drooling over the

prospect of forming links with a

Heathrow taxi fleet that supposedly

consists of ‘7000 ’ drivers. This latter

figure might look good on paper next to

the bottles of Pellegrino at a business

conference, but in reality the total

number of Heathrow regulars who keep

the Taxi System ticking over, is

probably well under 1,000. Even if all

airport regulars were to sign up with

HALTS - which is highly unlikely - it’s

probable that HALTS would still find

itself having to cope with a massive

shortage of drivers. 

Remember Zingo ? 
When the high-tech Zingo ‘radio

circuit’ was launched eight years ago

in London, it was backed with funding

of over £10 million. Zingo’s business

plan was to recruit enough drivers to

create a fleet of 4,000 cabs, all kitted

out with the very latest two-way GPS

technology. Zingo soon achieved a

foothold as a new ‘radio circuit’ but

failed to expand, not because it was

under funded, but because it never

managed to sign up enough

subscribers out of a potential pool of

over 20,000 drivers. It’s very unlikely

that HALTS can lay its hands on

anything near the £10 million that

Zingo had at its disposal, so exactly

how do HALTS directors intend to

succeed under trading conditions that

are much harsher than when well-

funded Zingo found itself unable to

survive ? Even though HALTS

directors seem to have unfettered

access to the HALT levy fund, it

nevertheless looks very much as

though HALTS will have to rely on

hand to mouth arrangements for

settling up with drivers. HALTS’

directors admit that their company

isn’t as well-funded as London’s

established radio 

circuits and there are already at least

twelve new very ambitious apps-

phone ‘circuits’ competing with each

other in the common territory of

Greater London. Looking at

everything that HALTS is up against

and not just at Heathrow, the new

fledgling ‘radio circuit’ is going to

need more than just luck to survive in

the tough economic climate of 2011. 

HALTS directors seem to believe,

just as Zingo directors believed eight

years ago, that they that can attract

new customers to the existing taxi

passenger market. Again, just like

Zingo, HALTS directors think they are

capable of eventually rolling out an

entirely new taxi service all over

Greater London. In the meantime

BAA insists that Heathrow drivers

have got to keep paying the HALT

levy of 80p every time they enter the

feeder park. But what would happen

to HALTS’ business expansion

programme and the company’s ability

to keep its head above water, if BAA

were to stop collecting the HALT levy

on behalf of HALTS ? 

Heathrow Airport Ltd. (BAA)
in High Court 
Heathrow Airport Ltd., known to

London taxi drivers as HAL or BAA, is

a subsidiary of BAA Airports Ltd. On

15 April of this year, the High Court

upheld a claim by Purple Parking Ltd

and Meteor Parking Ltd. that

HAL(BAA) breached the Competition

Act 1998 by implementing new rules

relating to use of Heathrow Airport’s

forecourts by ‘meet and greet’ parking

service providers. Up until 2010,

Purple and Meteor provide parking

services on the forecourts outside the

terminals and they competed with a

‘meet and greet’ parking service

operated by HAL(BAA). Early in 2010

HAL decided to bring the forecourt

‘concession’ to an end and told

Purple and Meteor not to drive

customers’ cars to and from the

forecourts, but instead to link up with

customers in the short stay car parks

attached to the terminals. Meanwhile

HAL intended that its own ‘meet and

greet’ parking service would continue

to be available on the forecourts.

Purple and Meteor constructed the

legal argument that the compulsory

use of airport car parks would result

in a reduction of their revenue, due to

their customers being offered a

poorer less attractive parking service

than HAL’s service The two ‘meet

and greet’ companies decided to take

legal action against HAL (BAA) based

on the premise that HAL’s conduct

amounted to an abuse of its dominant

position at Heathrow Airport and was

therefore a breach of the Competition

Act 1998. 

Addison Lee
The High Court’s finding in favour of

Purple Parking and Meteor Parking,

meant that they could resume the

provision of their ‘meet and greet’

parking services on the airport’s

forecourts under the same rules that

applied to their competitor Heathrow

Airport Ltd.(BAA). One of the

witnesses who gave evidence on

behalf of HAL(BAA) was John Griffin

the chairman of Addison Lee. He

explained to the court how his

company's minicab drivers regard

Heathrow Airport car parks as

suitable places for picking up

passengers. Nevertheless, after a

hearing that lasted for nearly two

weeks, the High Court concluded that

HAL had applied unfair conditions on

Purple and Meteor by requiring them

to operate from car parks (for which

they had to pay a £2.50 charge) while

HAL’s own service continued to

operate from the forecourts. The

Court recognised that HAL had

certain rights as the land owner of the

airport, but found that there appeared

to be no valid reason for HAL to

change the operating rules applicable

to Meteor and Purple, other than to

promote HAL’s own ‘meet and greet’

parking service and to place rival

service providers at a commercial

disadvantage. 

History of Taxi 
Feeder Park Charge 
In September 1985 the British

Airports Authority (now BAA Airports

Ltd.) announced its intention to

introduce a 50p charge for use of the

Heathrow taxi feeder park. BAA

introduced the 50p charge in

November 1985 and drivers

immediately began boycotting the

airport in protest ; at the same time

the LTDA obtained the High Court’s

permission to apply for a Judicial

Review of BAA’s decision to impose

the 50p charge. The date for a

preliminary hearing of the application

was set for March 1986. When the

application was made, the Judge

decided that under the Airports

Authority Act 1975, BAA did indeed

have the power to charge London taxi

drivers a 50p admission to the Taxi

Feeder Park and the application for

Judicial Review was perfunctorily

dismissed. 

Looking back at events that took

place over twenty-five years ago, it’s

apparent that there never was a full

blown trial of what was a major legal

issue for the London taxi trade at

Heathrow. In fact, the only decision

made at the time by a court of law,

was to dismiss the application for a

Judicial Review of BAA’s new rule on

a TFP charge ; a decision that was

based on a single Judge’s perception

of the legal rights of the British Airport

Authority as the law stood in 1986.

Then, unlike the BAA of today, BAA

was a publicly owned corporation

with rights that were defined by the

Airports Authority Act of 1975.

Coincidentally, the corporation was

privatised shortly after the High Court

hearing of March 1986 and became

the private sector entity that we now

know as HAL or BAA Heathrow. The

Airports Authority Act 1975 was

repealed in 1986 and replaced with

the Airports Act 1986. Similarly, the

Heathrow byelaws 1983 were

replaced with amended Heathrow

Byelaws and those currently in force,

date from December 1996. Given all

the major changes there have been

to laws affecting Heathrow since

1986, quite possibly BAA is no longer

within its legal rights to charge drivers

for entry to the Taxi Feeder Park. 

But even if a court of law in 2011

were to rule in favour of the TFP

charge, is it possible that the court

would struggle to identify the source

of BAA’s authority to charge

Heathrow drivers the £0.80 HALT
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Micky Walker
LCDC Member

CAN 
PRIVATE HIRE 
OPERATORS
CALL 
THEMSELVES 
MINICABS?

The Private Hire Act, 1998, 
section 31.2 says that no 
advertisement for private hire
services should contain the
words “taxi” or “cab”, in the 
singular or plural, or as part of
another word . The wording is
exactly the same as the
previous legislation that this
Act replaced. From this, it
would seem that PH operators
may not legally describe
themselves as “taxis”, “cabs”
or “minicabs” in their
advertising. 
However, the new Act contains

a new addition that states the

use of the words “minicab”,

“mini-cab” or “mini cab”, in the

singular or plural, does not “by

reason of that fact” contravene

the Act.   It would appear that

TFL accept the word “minicab”

has become so endemic in our

language that the public are not

confused by it and can easily

distinguish between the words

“cab” and “minicab” as Private

hire(PH) and “cab” as in a taxi

and so those words are allowed

to be used by PH operators. I

would like to think that this

section is ambiguous and is

there to protect third party

advertisers but apparently this is

not the case.    

So, this means that virtually

every PH operator now has the

word “cab” in its shop-front

advertising, either alongside the

word “mini” or below the word

“mini” making the word “cab” a

word on its own.  One PH

operator in the Shoreditch

Triangle even has their name

incorporated into an outline

drawing of a taxi, complete with

hire light and meter. It means, as

was confirmed by the guv’nor of

LTPH at the LCDC AGM, that

PHVs can now run around with

the word “minicab” emblazoned

on their rear windscreens. One

wonders how long it will be

before they have a front-facing

roof light with the word “CAB”

emblazoned on it!

We have never asked for

protection but only the

preservation of what is our

legitimate domain. It would seem

though that the authorities are

more concerned with turning the

illegitimate encroachment of our

domain by PH drivers and

operators into legitimate action.

They have removed our

exclusive right to use the word

“cab”. Satellite offices, complete

with clipboard Johnnies, have

overcome the need for PH

bookings to be genuinely pre-

booked. PH “waiting areas” have

effectively allowed minicab

ranking. The legislation has been

changed to make what was

illegal, legal, and in doing so the

legislation works actively against

the cab trade. Of course we can

still fight to turn back this

legislation but it is an almost

impossible task and preventing it

would have been better.

RICKSHAWS

We find the past repeating itself

when it comes to rickshaws,

where things are going the same

way as private hire did. In the

70s, the LTDA brought a court

action where a judge decided

that the word “minicab” was

already in such common usage

that it could not be stopped.

Similarly, the LTDA rightfully

brought the rickshaws to court,

only for a 157 year old judge

from another planet, to more or

less decide that they could ply

for hire as they were

stagecoaches.

They have multiplied from less

than 100 to literally thousands in

just a few, short years.

Westminster CC are trying to

start a voluntary registration

scheme for these rickshaws

which may well blossom into a

full licensing regime. Even in

parliament they called the bill the

“Pedicab Bill” rather than a

“rickshaw bill”, so here’s another

lot of interlopers that can use the

name “cab” already.  The next

thing is to licence them and this

may well be followed by

motorising them.

If you think this is

scaremongering keep in mind

that within a working lifetime,

minicabs have gone from zilch to

60,000. If we don’t put a stop to

these rickshaw death-traps, how

many of these do you think will

be competing with you for your

living in your own working

lifetime?

Reacting to moves by the

rickshaw lobby is not enough.

We as a trade need to be

proactive, doing everything we

can to get them banned now.

Our trade leaders NEED TO

LEAD and the rest of us NEED

TO FOLLOW and NOW, not after

they have been legalised.

DISCOUNTING FARES

We’ve all knocked a few quid off

for a good job when the

opportunity has come our way.

This seems to be becoming more

systematic to me though. Of

course there are still the faces at

the stations late at night, always

prepared to turn over their fellow

cab-men for the sake of a few

bob. They have always been

around and probably always will

be. 

The circuits are at it too.  Not

the odd 10% of the old days but

serious discounts in order to try

and be competitive with PH.

Then there are the new, internet

app based outfits that allow a

kind of bidding process for a

fare. There is a new circuit about

to come on the scene that will

“cap” some fares to a certain

maximum, although this is not

the same as discounting. 

Discounting is becoming

widespread. Twice in the last

week or so I have been asked to

take a fare to south London for a

fixed price by customers. You

know, south London where

legend has it the driver will not

go for any price.

Last week, I got a hail in the

Strand. It’s a quiet night and I’m

two hours off the end of my shift

and then home to Kent. The guy

wants to go to Ely in

Cambridgeshire and asks if I’ll do

it for a fixed price of about half

the metered fare. I’m in two

minds. I want the fare but the

discount is crazy. Best thing is

try and haggle for it but he’s

having none of it. Why? Because

he tells me that if I don’t want it

at that price, I can take him to

The Liver on the meter, where he

will easily get one of the cabs

that hang up there, away from

the rank, to do the job for his

price. I took the job and in truth,

it worked out very well for me,

compared to how my shift would

have otherwise gone. I did not

feel good about it though. I worry

that we may very slowly be

digging a grave for the metered

fare.

Walker on the march....



Firstly, I can confirm that TfL was not
asked by the UCG to provide
comment on any article before
publication and, despite this and the
inaccuracies in the paper, we do not
intend to respond directly as I did
following the first edition as any
attempt to “put the record straight”
is merely rejected as being untrue
and met with further hostility.

Regarding the headline and story on page

4 & 5 there are indeed, reproduced,

minutes from an Air Quality workshop held

back in February 2010 with representatives

from the Private Hire Trade. This meeting

took place during formal and informal

consultations with both the taxi and private

hire during the consultation process on the

Mayor’s Air Quality Strategy. 

Such meetings were no secret and

touched on a wide range of issues however

as anyone can plainly see, the UCG have

taken what has been written in these

minutes as being that TfL have agreed to

installing minicab ranks at “all the mainline

stations, Heathrow and City Airports, as well

as outside all major hotels and venues

across London”. That is complete nonsense

and how someone can reach such a

conclusion based on the minutes is frankly

absurd. Minutes like these can never do the

entire conversation justice but I am happy to

confirm that the private hire trade put

forward the  possibility of private hire

vehicles being provided with some level of

parking exemption, access to car parks or

perhaps the ability to park on residents bays

whilst waiting for bookings rather than

driving around. 

Most importantly, none of what was said or

recorded from such meetings and

workshops should be taken (as has been

the case) that TfL agreed to install official

minicab “ranks” across London and I would

draw all cabbies attention to the final Air

Quality Strategy which makes no reference

to such a commitment or strategy, no such

formal ranks have been implemented and

there are no plans to provide them. 

Other points worthy of mention:

Page 7 – It is pleasing to note the praise

for the information finally provided on the

dedicated enforcement website. As you

know, one of the key concerns you and

others raised with me when I joined the

Directorate was the lack of meaningful

information relating to enforcement. I have

shared this frustration many times with you

over the months and the launch of this

website has absolutely nothing to do with

pressure from the UCG. The sentencing

has always happened but the Police

haven’t been great at publishing it. 

Page 7 – Again makes reference to this

“Taliban” minicab driver that we license. It

goes on to say that we did nothing which is

wrong. As I think we have stated previously

we contacted the newspaper to obtain

details to see if such claims were correct.

They had no further information and we had

not information relating to a licensed driver

based on the very limited information they

were able to provide. However, if you,

members of the UCG or anyone else for

that matter is able to provide information

relating to anyone fighting for the Taliban

then we are more than happy to receive it!!

Also they make reference to the case of the

private hire driver licensed by us who went

on to commit serious offences against a 12

year old boy. As you know this was a failure

of the CRB process itself rather than TfL’s

checking of the CRB information. 

Page 10 – Courtney Connells article. I

have to say I was very disappointed with

this article and I know it caused some

offence within the team. I spent time with

Courtney listening to him and his views and

whilst I did not agree with everything he

said I admired his passion for the taxi trade.

However he is very wrong in a number of

areas. I am not sure which “certain

individuals” Courtney has a problem with

but, as you know, we have made a firm

commitment to keep the knowledge and

maintain the standards that the trade are so

rightly proud of. If you read the article it isn’t

entirely clear where he thinks it is going

wrong or what he has an issue with exactly.

I can certainly assure you and everyone

else for that matter that examiners are not

being driven out  by “stealth”. Some have

left for other jobs, some have retired and

one was dismissed. All have now been

replaced and all are licensed green badge

drivers and one ism, in fact, an ex police

officer! 

Courtney is right about one thing though, I

probably couldn’t do a blue book run. But I

bet he couldn’t run the knowledge in

accordance with the law or in an efficient

manner either! However, the main

management of the knowledge is overseen

by someone that has been through the

process and, like me, has no intention of

watering the process down. 

Page 27 & 30 – Standard UCG /

Anderson Shelter rants about  TPH ?

“Mason” “Hendy” “Johnson”. Lots of things

wrong or misplaced in my opinion but

everyone’s entitled to their opinion I guess. 
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Finally we seem to have a
answer to the mystery over
Old Broad street and the
confusing signage.
After many emails to the

COL(corporation of London )

the LCDC can hopefully clear

up where we can drop off in

Old Broad Street. 

This is hopefully the last

email on this matter, reply

from Jon Wallace who is the

Highways and Traffic

Manager for the Square mile

There are two sets of No

Motor Vehicles signs on Old

Broad Street. The first one

that you would encounter at

the southern end of the street

has an “Except for Buses and

Loading” supplementary sign.

The second No Motor

Vehicles sign has an “Except

for Buses and Loading by

Lorry” supplementary sign.

The intention is that it is only

the area controlled by the

“Except for Buses and

Loading by Lorry” sign will be

enforced for taxis. This

means that you will be able

to travel as far north as

Broad Street Avenue.

In the event that your

passenger has limited

mobility or heavy baggage,

closer access can be

achieved via the Primrose

Street station access. hope

this clarifies the position.

So we can drive into New

Broad Street, Dashwood

House and drop off.

But do NOT go past the

second signs which is shown

above as a PCN will be

issued!!

Alan’s Angle Enforcement
of Cycle
Superhighway

The cycle lanes along Millbank
and Grosvenor Road, which
make up part of route 8 of the
Cycle Super Highways, have
Traffic Management Orders in
place prohibiting vehicles from
driving in them. 
The orders are in place between

07:00-19:00, Monday to Friday,

and these lanes are now being

enforced. Taxis and private hire

vehicles can still enter the lanes to

pick-up and drop-off passengers.

Further information about the Cycle

Superhighway routes can be found

on the TfL website

You may have seen whilst
driving around town, a taxi
displaying a very colourful and
exciting livery advertising the
2012 Olympics. Now whilst I do
not want to be seen as a party
pooper, I must say that this does
not sit very well with me for a
number of reasons, the first
being that we at the L.C.D.C
have made objections in the past
to LT&PH ( including the PH
consultation ) against PH
vehicles being allowed to have
tinted back windows.
It now seems that LT&PH Director

Mr John Mason has taken it upon

himself to allow  these rear window

adverts on taxis for a year trial

without any consultation with the

taxi trade organisations.

It would be very hypocritical of us

to now  accept this after being

against PH using blacked out

windows. 

Taxi media companies not happy

with the earnings from these liveries

are now compromising what the

taxi trade has been fighting against

for years.!

If you feel as strong as we do

regarding taxis being allowed to

carry adverts covering the rear side

windows, then forward your

objections to: 

Alexander-moffat@tfl.gov.uk  

thelcdc@aol.com

Bolsover 
street rank 

Olympic
Wraps

Old Broad Street fiasco!
It seems  Westminster have
taken it upon themselves to
erase one of our ranks from
Bolsover ST W1 without
informing the LT&PH.
Last month a member came up

to ask for some advice regarding

being issued a PCN for being

parked on the Taxi rank in

Bolsover St W1.After a few emails

and phone calls the situation was

that LT&PH had not given

Westminster Council  any

permission to revoke the Taxi

rank.And we are now awaiting for

them to repaint the rank back, so if

any drivers have been issued with

a PCN from this rank please

appeal it as we have had success

in get these PCN's cancelled.    
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L.C.D.C  & TASTY CAFÉ
GREAT ORMOND STREET GOLF DAY

Twenty four drivers attended a
great day of golf at Stockbrook
Manor golf club in Essex for the
second LCDC / TASTY CAFÉ golf
day in aid of Great Ormond Street
Hospital.

The winner was Steve Wikey who was

presented with his trophy by LCDC

members Steve Ramsbottom, and

Dennis Mann.

On the day, £800 was raised through

a raffle and cost of golf, and this money

was spent on electronic games, pens

and paper and toys which was

personally delivered to the

“ Parrot & Tiger wards”.

We at the LCDC would  like to thank

the following for their generosity and

help in providing raffle prizes and gifts

purchased for the hospital

Direct Golf at Whalebone Lane. Gary

Scales Dep manager @ Games store

Romford.

Jaqui Elliott @ Early Learning Centre

Romford. Stockbrookmanor Golf Club.

Tescos Roneo Cornner Hornchurch.

The LCDC would like to say a big, big

thank you to all of the above.

LCDC Members Steve Ramsbottom and Dennis Mann deliver presents to Great Ormond Street Tasty Cafe’s Owner Sergio and Grant Davis hand over trophy
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BE PREPARED – the 100-Days-
War will start next June when the
road closures for the Olympics
come into force. There will be
many casualties and, in the case
of small firms, quite a few deaths.
But, before we go any further,
here are some statistics:

The ‘Olympic family’ will consist of:

18,000 athletes and team officials 

(6,000) for the Paralympics.

5,000 technical officials.

6,000 IOC officials – these are the 

freeloaders.

20,000 broadcast media.

25,000 marketing partners.

The Olympic Games will run from 

27th September to 12th August

The Paralympics will run from 29th 

August to 9th September.

The athletes and team officials will

reside in the Olympic Village. They’re

happy with that. You don’t think they

train for four years just to knock a tenth

of a second of somebody else’s time,

do you? Of course not, they need to be

in shape for the fortnight of shagging

that lies ahead; the Durex factory will

probably be buzzing for 24 hours a day

just to keep up with demand. Good luck

to them, I say – athletics is so mind-

numbingly boring that they need some

incentive to get them going.

The broadcast media will no doubt

find their own way to the games but it is

not clear if the ‘marketing partners’ will

get VIP status to use the Olympic route,

but they probably will. Then there are

the 6,000 IOC officials who have opted

to stay in the plush Park Lane and

Bloomsbury hotels rather than slum it in

a 2-star joint in Ponders End. They will

be munching caviar and swigging

champagne in plush surroundings at

the expense of someone else. This,

after all, is the world’s biggest beano.

These people will need to be speedily

transferred from their silk sheets to the

peasant-infested Olympic stadia. Then,

when they’ve had a decent lunch they

will probably demand to be taken back

again. And word is that they have

demanded to be transported in people

carriers with very darkened windows.

Oh, really? In a nutshell, the demands

of these hangers-on are what all the

road closures are about.

HAS BORIS GONE F***ING MAD?

Is he really prepared to sacrifice

London at the altar of these pasty-

faced, free-loading slapheads? Isn’t his

remit as mayor to do the best for

Londoners? What right has he to

submit Londoners to giving way to such

a mob of hangers-on?

As for us; the rumour is we swung it

for London simply because we are all

wheelchair accessible – don’t forget the

Paralympics. They don’t want us for the

Olympics, though – we’ll be kicked in

the nuts and thrown down the stairs,

but when the Paralympics start we’ll be

picked up and dusted down so that we

will be fit to serve the disabled athletes.

It’ll be interesting to see how many

disabled athletes with their Formula

One wheelchairs they can fit into a

dark-windowed people carrier.

But before it all kicks off we have

the next mayoral election on May 3rd,

2012 to look forward to. By then, Boris

will probably have made an enemy of

every London voter with his hair-

brained scheme of killing the capital for

the sake of pleasing a bunch of free-

loaders. Londoners will judge Boris for

having done for London what Bomber

Harris did for Dresden. But this would

let Ken in. We’d be tossed out of the

frying-pan and into the burning witch’s

cauldron of newts and frogs, cyclists

and trams, bendy-buses and slow traffic

lights. We’re doomed, Mr Mannering, so

what can we do? Well, we could work

hard for the first six months of the year,

vote for a donkey to be mayor, and then

take as much time off during the

Olympics as we can afford. Canada

looks good to me. Wherever you

choose, I hope you have a lovely time.

One thing’s for sure, as experience

has taught us – with TfL in charge of

transport for the Olympics, it’s sure to

be one Mother of a balls-up.

HEATHROW POLICE MOVE
In case you didn't know, Heathrow

Police Station has moved to Polar Park

on the Bath Road. To find it, turn left

onto the Bath Road from the airport and

it is on the right opposite Compass

House – the big blue building. It is open

from 7am to 10pm, so please don't

commit any crimes outside of those

hours.

Chief Inspector Sally Benatar gives

the following information via her column

in Skyport:

Apart from 999 you can use 222 as

an emergency number which will

connect to the Heathrow Police control

room. Or phone the Heathrow Police

control room direct on 020 3276 1460.

Terminal Safer Airport Teams can be

emailed at T1.SAT@met.police.uk –

other terminals just use T3 T4 or T5 in

front of .SAT.

There is also a Heathrow section on

the www.met.police.uk website where

each terminal has its own page.

Also, believe it or not, they have a

Twitter account. Perhaps this is where

all the grasses pass on their

information. Only joking officer. Find

them at www.twitter.com/metpolice.uk.

FED UP WITH PCN'S?
Very few of us can say we haven't

received a PCN. Some get more than

their fair share while others just get

lucky. Even so, there have been a

number of complaints recently about

PCN's being issued which should never

have been sent out simply because the

evidence offered for an offence is totally

inadequate. But we still have to go to

the trouble to answer them. I would like

to know if we can claim compensation

for the time and hassle spent in

answering an unnecessary PCN.

I made a few phone calls and was

directed to the Local Government

Ombudsman website -

http://www.lgo.org.uk/making-a-

complaint/ where there is plenty of

information on how to complain. They

also handle complaints against many

other organisations concerned with

local government such as Internal

Drainage Boards and even TfL (must

be a link there somewhere). The point

is, if you feel you have been unfairly

treated then there are ways to have a

dig back at these people who so often

think they are above the law.

KEN FIGHTS OUR CORNER
Have you noticed recently in the

trade press how Ken Livingstone is

cuddling up to the licensed taxi trade?

How he is bemoaning the fact that we

will find it very hard to operate during

the Olympic road closures? It’s so nice

that he cares. But don’t trust the

conniving little sod. He’s a very clever

politician and he needs every vote he

can muster after Boris kneed him in the

bollocks at the last mayoral election.

Our salvation is that we are street-wise

enough to see through him, but who

can we turn to now that Boris has put

London to the Olympic torch?

BATTERY POWER MAKES 
COMMON SENSE

A friend of mine, Dave Fuller, is an

electrical engineer; this makes him

much cleverer than me (not too difficult

a feat). Although retired, Dave has

retained that unique ability to think

outside the box and recently told me

about a proposal he sent to Mitsubishi

regarding their electric cars and the

charging of their batteries. The good bit

is, you don’t need to recharge them, as

his proposal suggests. He’s allowed me

to reproduce his proposal here for the

exclusive perusal of London taxi drivers

who read The Badge, so read on:

Proposal for the future generation of

electric vehicles (E.Vs),

with electric cars (E.Cs) in mind.

The current problems faced by the 

current generation of (E.Cs), is mainly

from the following points.

1. The time required to recharge

batteries, only eased by overnight

charging, but exasperated by

intermediate charging, even during

moderate journeys, due to the limited

distance travelled on one electrical

battery charge.

2. High depreciation of the vehicle’s

value due to the batteries limited life

time and high replacement value of the

batteries. 

• To achieve a reasonable resale

value the battery should be changed on

the sale of the vehicle.

To solve all of the problems associated

with the current generation of ECs.

My proposal would be, for the next 

generation of E.Cs to employ easily

fitted replaceable battery packs. 

The advantage would be

1. Country wide service stations

(already in place) holding fully charged

battery packs designed to fit the

Mitsubishi electric car. 

2. These battery packs could be

designed to fit into place in minuets (the

time taken to fill with petrol).

3. The cost could include the charging

and a calculated extra cost to offset the

deterioration of the battery cells.

4. This method would serve the cause

of ECs in several ways.

• Provide the owner with the same

flexibility as petrol power cars using

instant refuelling.

• Maintain the second hand retail

value of the vehcicles.

• Provide a second income for the

service station in the short term and

then the long term.

• Provide Mitsubishi with a further

income in supplying purpose built quick

install battery packs.

• I am sure that Mitsubishi marketing

could come up with further financial

reasoning

The disadvantage could be

In conclusion, were as on the face of it

this proposal would solve most if not all

of the current problems suffered by

electric vehicles, as I am not aware of

the costs involved in producing the next

generation of vehicles or setting up the

support requirements for the successful

change in thinking of the future of the

electric car, the next step would be, at

least putting into action, a feasibility

study of this proposal.

Author David W Fuller B.A  

January 2011

This system could be applied to

taxis and any other car driven by

electricity. Nice one, Dave. Do I get

royalties for publishing it?

SPARE A THOUGHT FOR 
ONE OF OUR OWN

If you are a licensed London taxi

driver then you have at least heard of

The return of 
The Nut Behind The Wheel 

thelcdc@aol.com
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Outcome of private hire consultation

Due to the late arrival of the consultation document to the LCDC, 
we will be reserving out comments until next month’s edition
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Dear Grant

I read with interest the article in issue 191 by Gavin Walker regarding the

emissions system being tested by Crickelwood Carriers. At the end of the

article Gavin requested a reply to the interview with Sheldon, so here it is.

Way back in February this year I arranged a meeting with the

manufacturers of this system, Gerd Van Aaken, Sheldon Posner from

Cricklewood Carriers and thier associate, David Jackson.

This meeting was arranged at the request of Gerd Van Aaken following an

exchange of emails relating to a system they had installed to a taxi via

Cricklewood Carriers without any prior notice or consultation with TfL.

At the meeting TfL representatives, including myself received a presentation

regarding this system and the perceived benefits of a system they would like

to introduce.

At that meeting it was claimed that the system could possibly bring a taxi to

Euro IV standard and, following discussions there was an admission that it

would not bring a taxi up to full Euro V standard. TfL has seen no evidence

to date that the system can, as claimed, be fitted to taxis to bring them to up

to Euro IV standard.

I also explained that there are unquestionably many issues with retro fitting

taxis and the perceived benefits of such systems. I also explained we have

no plans to provide exemptions to the age limits for taxis fitted with

equipment that had a proven (none exist at present) benefit of bringing taxis

up to full Euro IV standard. It was also explained that significant testing and

trails of any such equipment would be required at a likely considerable cost

to the manufacturer/supplier and as such there seemed to be little business

benefit to them in doing so. 

As you know, we recently conducted a consultation on possible exemptions

/ extensions to the age limits for taxis and will announce the outcome of that

consultation in August. If an exemption or extension is announced for taxis

that are retrofitted to Euro IV standard any such system will need to go

through a thorough testing and approval process before it can be sold to

cabbies. 

In conclusion, whilst the system may well be approved for retrofitting

vehicles impacted by the Low Emission Zone it remains unproven to bring

taxi up to Euro IV standard.

hope this response sets the matter straight. 

Kind regards

John Mason 

Director - Taxi & Private Hire 

John Mason replies to Sheldon Posner’s
Interview with The Badge

LCDC Member Gavin
Walker’s comment
In July's issue of 'The Badge' we printed an interview that we had

done with Sheldon Posner of Cricklewood Carriers, discussing his

new exhaust system - (Taxi Abatement System).  Let me just say

that the feedback generated from that article by you, the cabby's

was quite amazing, and I thank you all for your interest.

Now that we are all back from our holidays, I would like to say

that to keep everybody up to speed on this issue, we are

progressing, and we hope to give you more information in October

issue.

In the meantime, we would like to thank John Mason, Director

Taxi & Private HIre for his prompt reply to the article, and printed

above is his reply.

Gavin Walker

Don’t delay... join today! 
020 7394 5553
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The London 2012 Games are less
than a year away and I hope, like
me, you are looking forward to
next summer with great
excitement.  Our venues are all
but complete and our
preparations are well advanced. 
I want each and every Londoner to

be a part of the 2012 Games and I

firmly believe that the celebrated

and world famous London cabbie

has a crucial role to play in their

success.  On the busiest days of

the Games we expect an extra

three million journeys to be made in

the Capital, and we are expecting

some £750m to be spent by those

coming to enjoy the Games. I am

certain that will result in

considerable additional earning

potential for the taxi trade. 

However, it’s not going to be easy.

Hosting the Games is said to be the

greatest challenge a nation can

face in peacetime and the logistics

involved are mind blowing.  It will

be a monumental task to get

spectators and officials to and from

the events and in addition there will

be a huge number of free, 2012

themed events taking place

throughout the summer. 

We recognise and appreciate that

there will be some disruption to

peoples day-to-day lives and

businesses.  In particular, taxi

drivers will face additional

challenges to get passengers to

where they need to be and that

“knowledge” of London that you

worked so hard to earn is going to

be more important than ever before.

Much has been said and written

about the Olympic Route Network

(ORN) and the impact this will have

on other road users.  Let me bust a

myth right now – the truth is that

taxi drivers and other traffic will be

able to use the vast majority of the

ORN. 

The ORN amounts to only one per

cent of London’s road network and

the dedicated Games Lanes, which

can only be used by the athletes,

officials, media and others working

at the Games, will only be on one

third of those roads.  

When I met with Grant Davis at

the end of July it was made very

clear to me that many cabbies are

wary of the impact of the ORN, the

Games themselves and perhaps

somewhat sceptical of the benefits

and opportunities that this once in a

lifetime event presents. We need to

change that.  Please be under no

illusions, taxis are absolutely vital if

the Games are going to be deemed

a success.  

That is why I made a firm

commitment at that meeting and to

you now that wherever possible

concessions can be made for taxis

then we must make them.  We will

listen to your concerns and

proposals and work with the trade

to reach workable solutions.  

Where there is concern regarding

the provision of ranks at venues

and transport hubs we must do

everything we can to address these

concerns. I would like to assure you

that over the coming year we will be

doing our utmost to ensure we

provide the taxi trade with as much

information as we possibly can

about the Games, the events

themselves and the significant

opportunities there will be for you.

We will make sure you know about

the rank provision at the venues,

the road events, closures and the

restrictions.

This knowledge is vital to you and

will enable you to do your job and

in turn make the Games as

success.  TfL will be hosting a

monthly meeting with the LCDC

and representatives from the

Games from here on in to provide

regular updates, get the information

out to you and most importantly get

any issues there are out on the

table so we can work together to

sort them out.

As our fantastic venues are

completed and ready we will be

arranging events at them where you

will be able to come and see them

for yourself and get a real sense of

what has been achieved to date

and look at the arrangements that

have been made for taxis to service

the venues. 

I know, from personal experience,

how passionate you are about the

service you provide, London in

general and the issues that impact

you as you go about your business.

I know you get frustrated by

congestion and roadworks which is

why we have introduced a permit

scheme and are demanding utility

companies work in a more efficient

way.  

I know that you would like to see

action taken against what appears

to be an ever increasing number of

these pedicabs on our streets.

Whilst I am supportive of the

voluntary registration scheme

proposal led by Westminster, given

the ongoing concerns in the taxi

trade I have asked TFL to look

again at the congestion and safety

impacts of pedicabs, as well as the

range of options available to us to

address these issues.

The safety of the travelling public

and cracking down on the touting

problem remains one of or most

important priorities.  I am at a loss

as to why the Home Office seems

intent on watering down the

essential enhanced background

checks we carry out on drivers and

which are absolutely fundamental in

ensuring the reputation of taxi

drivers is preserved.  I wrote to

them in early July to express my

concerns on this matter. 

In conclusion, I would like to thank

you all for your on-going support

and commitment to delivering an

amazing service for Londoners and

visitors to our great city every day.

I hope to see that passion you have

for the taxi trade and London being

carried through into the lead up and

throughout the London 2012

Games.  By doing so I am certain

that together we will again show

billions of people around the world

what sets London apart from any

other city on the planet. 

Boris Johnson, Mayor of London 

Boris: Olympic Update



Issue 192 - September 2011 17

thelcdc@aol.com

SOUTHERN 
ALARMS

for all your Interior needs

FULL CARPET 
PACKAGES FROM £49 FITTED

RE UPHOLSTERY 
FOR ALL TX TAXIS

LEATHER / VINYL / LTI CLOTH
RUNNING REPAIRS

BACK ACHE?...NEW MEMORY
FOAM FITTED

GIVE YOUR TAXI A UPGRADE

5 mins from London Bridge Stn.

Tele: 0207 403 3002

London Taxi Hire
TX1s, TX2s, TX4s

Great deals
Great service
Great backup

Call: 07817 458 565

For the best in
home made 
Italian cooking

72 St John St, EC1
Tel: 020 7253 1907

Tasty Café

Pasta, chicken, 
meatballs, lamb, pork escalopes,

sirloin steaks a speciality

MEALS
£6.50 INCLUDING TEAS AND 

COFFEES
£8.00 SIRLOIN STEAK DINNERS

PLASMA TV FOR 
ALL FOOTBALL
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Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax

Eddie Nestor returns

Eddie Nestor

Drivetime 5-7pm Mon-Fri 
Edgy Eddie Extra: 
BBC London 94.9

I have often wondered how one ma
could remain transport commissioner
under the Mayoral ship of two bosses
as diverse in their view of what
London’s transport system should
look like as Boris Johnson and Ken
Livingstone. Last Thursday I found
out why Peter Hendy was able to pull
that off
On Drivetime we have made it out

business to hold those that make

decisions that affect London and

Londoners to account on the most basic

of levels. It means that I have to ask

tough questions and make sure that

questions asked by members of the

public are answered properly and

respectfully

What is being done about the

proliferation of illegal cab touts on the

streets of London?

That was the reoccurring question to

London’s transport head. The journalist I

me smelt blood and I decided to go for it.

There are roughly 10 women a year

raped in cabs. Once a year, usually

xmas there is an almighty push to

highlight the dangers of illegal cabs. The

phone lines go mad. The Mini cabbies

start arguing with the Black cabbies and

the punters rig in and argue with each

other. The stories are terrifying. “He

stopped to buy petrol and the price

changed. “He drove down an alley. He

dropped me off In the middle of nowhere

etc. Why do they do it well it is

convenient, they have probably had a

drink ad the legitimate cabs are too

expensive are just some of the excuses I

hear

So back to me and Peter. We got into a

bit of a set to I told him that after a very

rare night out in the centre of London a

year or so ago I was accosted by

several and despite his promises judging

by the number of calls we get on the

issue he needed to quite literally get his

finger out.

When you interview people regularly

you get a sense of what where and how.

The fact that someone is prepared to

answer the publics questions regularly

without their arm being forced behind

their back is always a plus to me. The

exchanges with members of the public

and officials re not always pleasant but in

my view absolutely necessary.

He did not appreciate my line of

questioning. Not put off i decided to push

harder. I accused him of not living in the

real world and asked when was the last

time he came into tow from his country

hideaway for a night out. We had had

few good exchanges in the past but he

and always seemed unflappable like

coming in to Drivetime was merely  way

of getting cross what was being done s

opposed to being told about what was

not.

He didnt answer when last he had

come into town for a night out and if he

did i have forgotten. He told me i was

wrong and so were the listeners who

called in.  So where do we go from

here? We had reached n empass. Then

it came to me. Invite him for a night out i

town. He wouldn’t come and it would

show him up and embarrass him to do

something about or not appear on the

show anymore. A win win for the show.

Drivetime could claim credit for either

forcing some new initiative or for being

so tough that the commissioner was

scared to come back on.

Peter accepted the challenge. Not what

i had expected. Were would i take him

and was London ready for two short

middle ged and overweight men to go

out on the razzle. And with his reputed

millions from previous business ventures

and £300,000 salary, would i have to

buy the drinks on my  measly BBC Local

radio sheckles. 

Peter is scheduled on the show once

every two months and i reasoned that if

he was stalling and had not come out

with me before his next appearance i

could both expose and embarrass him.

Maybe i was the one exposed

because Peter (using Hackney

terminology switched it on me) My

producer got a call from the TFL press

office giving  date when Peter was

available and saying that Eddie was

going to be given exclusive access to a

police operation to deal with illegal cabs.

Not what i had agreed but how could i

turn down the chance to be in t the heart

of the story. Peter had wrestled control of

the issue. It was no longer bout how

easy it was to get an illegal cab.  A story

he could not possibly gain from but what

was being done about them, proving that

me and my listeners were wrong

Eddie Nestor and Peter Hendy take a tout tour

THE DOG 
DOCTOR

I have been a cab driver since 1975
and for most of that time I have
owned, shown or bred pedigree
dogs.

My chosen breed is Standard Poodles

(they are the big ones) which I have

because I am allergic to most other breeds

of dog.

I went to Crufts for the first time in 1985

and my dream was that one day I would

show a dog there myself .

That is not easy as you have to qualify

your dog to get there by winning first,

second or third place in your breed class at

a Championship dog show the year before.

I started showing in 1985 with Miniature

Poodles but gave it up until I bought my first

Standard in 1998.

His Breeder threw me in at the deep end

by entering me at THE NATIONAL

Championship Show at the NEC (second

most important show after Crufts).

My dog won his class that day and

qualified for Crufts in my first ever show at

the top level.

I was hooked, he was entered at a great

many more shows and then came the great

day.

I was fulfilling my dream of showing a dog

at the biggest dog show on the planet,

Crufts.

It was nerve wracking, I had to keep telling

myself it was only a dog show, yeh right but

this one was The Champions League of

Dog Showing, big audience ringside and

TV cameras.

Any place in the class line up (1st to 5th)

is considered good, I was in dreamland as

we took 3rd and qualified for the following

year’s Crufts in the process.

I decided that to breed my own show

dogs was the way to go and bought in a

bitch, she was rarely out of the top three

over her show career.

I bought another who was also successful.

I started breeding my own and in my first

litter produced our Breed Clubs Poodle of

the year (this is awarded for the most

number of points achieved  for wins over a

12 month period).

My current pup is also proving herself and

is winning consistently at the shows.

This year The Kennel Club granted me

Accredited Breeder Scheme membership,

of which I am very proud.

Over the years I have researched and

gleaned a lot of information about dogs. If I

don’t know the answer then I know a man

(or woman) who does.

So what I propose to do with this column

is to answer any dog related questions you

may have. Please feel free to email the

Badge at thelcdc@aol.com with any

problems or questions you have with your

dogs.

Mike Davidsohn - LCDC Member
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Welcome back after your

summer holidays (hope all went

well).  First of all I must apologise

for this month’s article as owing

to the time of going to press the

race I was going to cover, The St

Ledger, the final classic of the

season, will have already been

run (10/9/2011) and The Badge

hits the streets on 12-13/9/2011.

Just for the record I was going to

tip the Michael Stout trained Sea

Moon and although on 6/4 I really

couldn’t see past him and he

would have been a 3 star bet to

beat the Godolphin filly Blue

Bunting.

Now the two races I am going to

analyse are:-

1.The Prix De L’Arc De
Triomphe

– Longchamp 2/10/2011

2. The Cambridgeshire
– Newmarket 24/9/2011

As you will appreciate both are

some time off and at this stage

you cannot be sure which horses

will turn up and also the results of

the Arc trials will have a huge

bearing on selections.  So this

month I will not be able to give

any selections but I hope with the

limited information I have I can at

least point you in the right

direction.

1.The Prix De 
L’Arc De Triomphe

My first thought was to select

Pour Moi, the English Derby

winner, but he is injured and has

been retired to stud.  Sarafina,

trained by Royer Dupre, is now

favourite.  Owned by the Aga

Khan she will probably run in the

Prix Foy as her trial race and her

form looks solid.  She beat Cirrus

Des Aigles by seven lengths and

that horse has fronted the form by

winning his last three races.  

Reliable Man (20/1), Also trained

by Royer Dupre is a very

interesting horse.  This son of

Dalakhani, won the Prix Du

Jockey Club (French Derby) at

Chantilly in June and then took

third place to Meandre and

Saville in the Juddmonte Grand

Prix de Paris the following month

before having the rest of the

summer off.  The perfect

preparation for The Arc.

Workforce (5/1), trained by Sir

Michael Stout, winner of last

year’s Epsom Derby and this race

last season, has not shown the

same form this year but would

have to be strongly considered on

soft ground.

2. The Cambridgeshire

Run at Newmarket on the

Rowley Mile course over 1 mile 1

furlong there are a few horses

worth consideration.

Belgian Bill (25/1), trained by

George Baker, this 3 year old was

runner up in a Group two in

Turkey last time out and is a

horse who is improving at the

right time.

Cry Fury (14/1), trained by

Roger Charlton, this horse is on

an upward curve.  After winning

on the all weather at the start of

the season, found the soft

ground and the 1 mile 4 furlong

trip against him when unplaced

behind Brown Panther at

Haydock.  He bounced back to

form after a three month break

in a 1 mile 2 furlong race at

Goodwood and has a big

chance but would not want the

ground soft.

Dare to Dance (8/1), trained by

Jeremy Noseda has won his last

two races in fine style over 1

mile at Sanddown and 1 mile 2

furlongs at Newmarket has solid

form but at 8/1 there maybe

better value elsewhere.

Red Gulch, a four year old,

trained by Ed Walker, has been

running well on the all weather

winning his last start in great

style.  Ridden by a most

underrated jockey J P

Guiliambert, he is a horse I like

but maybe a few pounds too

high in the handicap.

Anyway, hopefully next month I

will be able to give you a few

winners which is always our

intentions, so until then Be

Lucky and don’t give too much

to those awful bookie chappies!.

The Marksman
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Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2

TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK

LONDON, SE16 4DG

0207 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................

Your Bank Address:............................................................................

Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 

until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 

until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of THE LONDON CAB DRIVERS CLUB LTD, 

Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG

Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................

Account No:  .....................................................................................

Sort Code: .......................................................................................

Signature: ........................................................................................

Date: ..................................................................................................

Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a

single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab

Drivers Club Ltd,” with today’s date for £56.67 and two post-dated

cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,
The London Cab Drivers Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2
Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 100 Clements
Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................

............................................... Post Code: ......................................

Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................

Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above

information will be kipt by the LCDC in a computer system under the

terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 

matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare

that I have no outstanding PCO of police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

CLUB CLASS 
PACKAGE

AS AN L.C.D.C
MEMBER YOU 
WILL RECEIVE:

� 24 HOUR DUTY 
SOLICITOR  
EXCLUSIVE TO THE 
CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor 

hotline membership card.

Piece of mind 24 hrs of 

the day.

� FULL LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City 

Of London based solicitors

and barristers, experts in 

Hackney Carriage and 

road traffic law.

� COMPLAINTS
AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC,

we will deal with any 

complaint that has been 

made against you by

members of the public.

Also we will attend the

LTPH with you on any

personal appeals that 

would affect your licence.

� HEATHROW AIRPORT
REPRESENTATION
With our reps at the airport

working hard on the 

trades behalf for a fairer, 

and more safer future

at Heathrow.

� RANKS 
AND HIGHWAYS
The LCDC attend the Joint

Ranks committee working 

hard for more ranks and 

more access for the taxi 

trade in London

� CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the 

office for any information

or up to the date news on 

any trade related subject.

� MEDIA AND 
AUTHORITIES
The LCDC is always the 

first to be called when the 

media want the “ Cab 

Trades “ reaction. The 

Chairman is a regular

contributor on LBC, Radio 

London, and the BBC.

We at the Club also

represent the trade at 

meetings with

the Mayors Office, TFL ,

LTPH, Corporation Of 

London, BAA, and all Local

Authorities in the Capital.

� HEALTH CONCERNS
Are you concerned about 

your badge and bill due to

your health? As a member 

of the Club, we can 

alleviate the stress by 

dealing with the 

authorities on your behalf.
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Leroy Reid & Co is a firm of  Chartered Certified Accountants and
Registered Auditors established on 1st April 1982 providing Taxation,
Audit and Bookkeeping and Accountancy Services to the Licensed
London Taxi Drivers, small and medium size businesses and charities.
We are committed to putting your interests first, hence our Mission
Statement:

"We work to a standard and not a price"
COST OF SERVICE
Our charges for the following services are £255.00 + VAT.

FEATURES OF THE SERVICE
� Free consultation.
� Preparation of  Accounts.
� Completion of  Self  Assessment Tax Return.
� Submission of  completed Tax Return.
� Letters to Building Societies and Banks.
� Confirmation letter regarding Loss of  Earnings.

We also have trained staff  and associates specialising in all aspects of
the tax system who will be able to efficiently and effectively deal with all
tax issues and Inland Revenue investigations related to the Licensed
London Taxi Driver.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if  you require any further information.

299 Northborough Road, Norbury, London SW16 4TR
Tel: 020 8764 6675 / 020 8679 4226
Email: leroy@leroyreid.co.uk

LEROY REID & CO 
Chartered Certified Accountants
and Registered Auditors

OFFICE HOURS
Club Office hours are between 10:00am and 5:30pm

each day Monday through Friday.

You can call in to discuss Sickness and Accident Insurance and 

Membership Enquiries, or any complaints and/or summonses incurred 

whilst driving your taxi at work.

You may also telephone for an appointment to speak with an 

Officer of the Club on any of the above matters in the strictest of confidence.

Call 0207 394 5553

0208 732 5525

Also at Devonshire House Stanmore HA7 IJ8
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C&M Taxis
TXI, TXII and TX4

& Fairway Drivers For Rent

�Overhauls
�Servicing & Insurance

repair jobs

All at competitive rates

Call 020 8807 5313
108 River Mead Rd
Lee Valley
Trading East
London 
N18 3QW

K.W. TAXI
SERVICES

UNIT 10 BRYANT AVENUE 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ROMFORD

ESSEX RM3 0BY

01708 373 786

FAIRWAY, TXI, TXII, TX4
Overhauls, Servicing, Repairs
Fitting only LTI Factory Parts

cab rental, best rates,
24hr RAC cover, Fairway, TXI

KEEPING LONDON’S
TAXIS MOVING

thelcdc@aol.com
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