
The voice of the taxi trade’s only independent organisation Issue 189 MAY 2011

INSIDE

NEWS

NEWS

NEWS

PAGE 15

Dunlace Taxi
Services Ltd

Drivers Wanted
Cabs to Rent

Fairways, TXI’s, 
TXII’s and TX4’s

Overhauls
Service and Running Repairs

Units 10-11 Period Works
1 Lammas Road, 
Leyton E10 7QT

Tel: 020 8558 4240
Mobile 07988 424533

PAGE 4

Taxis get
arty for 
Great 
Ormond
Street 
Hospital

DALSTON
STEAM

CLEANING
Taxis Steam Cleaned

& Undersprayed
While You Wait

To PCO Standard!

Unit 17 Period Works
1 Lammas Road,
Leyton E10 7QT
020 8558 9945

PAGE 7

Airport
matters

The 
Marksman

PAGE 13

The nut
behind 
the 
wheel

Full story 
Page 3



RICKSHAW CHALLENGE

As you would have seen from

the front page, we at the Club

are vehemently opposed to the

LLA & TFL (No.2) Bill clause

17. I really do think that this

should not go unchallenged by

the trade groups. 

The thought of driving night
after night past ranks of rick-
shaws plying for hire by kind per-
mission of Westminster Council
is a bridge to far and one we
cannot accept.

H.U.T.G ON THE HORIZON

For a long time now there has
been a lot of dissatisfaction with
BAA and how they currently pay
a levy of the gate money to a pri-
vate company HALTS. We at the
LCDC feel that the trade
at Heathrow will be better served
if the money was distributed
between
LCDC/LTDA/UNITE/HATDU/
which would then give the cab
trade much more influence over
what happens at Heathrow.
Meetings have already taken
place for this to become a reality,
and the feedback I am pleased
to say is very positive.

K.O.L WORKSHOPS

As I write this article I have just
returned from Palestra where we
have held the first of four
workshops looking at the
Knowledge Of London. Since
John Mason took over at LTPH
he has introduced many changes
within the carriage office.
However, the Knowledge is the
backbone of our industry and in
my view sacrosanct, and should
not be devalued or watered
down in any way. In next months
edition of the Badge I will be 
giving a full account of what was
discussed and eventually
decided……………….watch
this space!

AGM TIME AGAIN

As you will see on page 5 the
AGM will be held on the 24th
May at 7pm. I look forward to
seeing as many of you who care
to turn up and have your say
with both John Mason and his
partner in crime Helen Chapman.
Many drivers call the office with
stories of doomand gloom, so
here is your chance to hear it
from the horses mouth. ( so to
speak ).

See you there.

Challenging times ahead
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AS you would have seen from

the front page of the Badge,

we at the LCDC have

employed Parliamentary

agents Bircham Dyson Bell

LLP to represent the Club with

the forthcoming London Local

Authorities and Transport For

London No2 Bill Clause 17.

The LCDC  petition and others

can be read on the parliamen-

tary website:
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2010

At last years’  AGM the mem-
bers  made their feelings known
regarding the rickshaws and 
discussed how they would like
the Club to pursue this, and any
other Bill that seek to “legalise”
the 
rickshaws in any shape or form.
This Bill seeks to enable rick-
shaws to “sign up” to a voluntary
scheme in Westminster. On the
one hand, Westminster tell us
that this would help them to hand
out parking 
tickets to the ranks of rickshaws,

but again I must reiterate the
scheme is VOLUNTARY not 
COMPULSORY. So do turkeys
vote for Christmas?….NO.
The rickshaws will be given

ranks enabling them to effective-
ly ply for hire and this “pseudo-
licensing” is just not acceptable
to us at the LCDC. The only peo-
ple licenced to ply for hire under
current Hackney carriage law are
us! It will be rickshaw ranks
today, minicab ranks tomorrow,
and if the trade
agrees to the rickshaw ranks,
then I believe this would serious-
ly negate any trade 
argument against minicab ranks
in the future.
We have also seen the woeful

levels of enforcement regarding
the Ilegal minicab touts in
Westminster, and if you really
think that there will be adequate
enforcement officers out there
at night nicking the rickshaw
drivers then……dream on !
Finally there is adequate legis-

lation at 
present to deal with the rick-
shaw menace in Westminster,
and recent activities of the
police have proven this, so why
do we need Clause 17?
The LCDC says NO to 

rickshaw ranks and NO to any

“pseudo-licensing” 
In our opinion London has no

need for these death trap con-
traptions, and it is only a matter
of time until ( as in Scotland ) a
passenger gets killed whilst
travelling in one.

London Cab Drivers Club Petition
Parliament Against rickshaw Ranks
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Taxis get arty for Great
Ormond Street Hospital

Taxis get arty for Great Ormond

Street Hospital
Big names from both the art and

entertainment worlds have been cut-
ting, colouring and styling their ‘HARE’
canvas to raise money for two new
operating theatres at Great Ormond
Street Hospital. The HARE Styling
appeal was started by leading hair-
dresser Michael Van Clarke whose
daughter Angelica was given a lifesav-
ing operation at Great Ormond Street
Hospital when she was just two days
old and designer Karen Wellman.

The London Cab Drivers Club were
keen to be involved and with the sup-
port of the chairman Grant Davis and
three of the members James Cox, Tony

Lawyer and Steve Ramsbottom their
taxis were branded with images of the
canvases to raise further awareness of
this much needed fund raising project
for the hospital. Calvin Muwanga, a
patient of the hospital, attended the
launch of the decorated taxis outside
the Michael Van Clarke Salon in
Marylebone. Calvin was born with mal-
formation of his spine, which also
results in problems with his breathing.
He is undergoing treatment, alongside
many other children every year at
Great Ormond Street Hospital. The
taxis also attended the star studded
press launch at Heartbreak Gallery, and
were greatly admired by the guests and
press. 

Over 200 well-known distinguished
names including Tracey Emin, Cheryl
Cole, Mr Brainwash, Jimmy Carr, Jamie
Oliver, Stella McCartney, Sir Alex
Ferguson, Terry Venables and Jack
Vettriano have all prepared canvases to
take part in this appeal. The ‘Hare’
designed by Angelica was reproduced
on A4 canvases, these will be auc-
tioned for the charity both online
through www.harestyling.com and at
the exclusive ‘Hare Ball’ at The
Dorchester, Park Lane on Thursday
26th May 2011.

Commenting on HARE Styling,
Michael Van Clarke said, “The pioneer-
ing work carried out at Great Ormond
Street Hospital provides hope to

extremely sick children and their fami-
lies. My family knows first-hand the
incredible difference the hospital can
make and I am always looking for ways
to show my gratitude. When we first
came up with this HARE Styling idea,
we weren’t sure how it would be
received, but we have been over-
whelmed by the contributions from all
the artists and celebrities and are
extremely grateful to the drivers for giv-
ing up their valuable time to support the
cause too.

Show your support by going online at
www.harestyling.com and place a bid,
you too could own a piece of unique art
and also support GOSH.

James Cox, Grant Davis and Tony Lawyer display the charities logo on their taxis
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LONDON CAB 
DRIVERS CLUB

NOTICE OF 
ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING

Tuesday 24th May 2011 at 7:00pm
John Mason and Helen Chapman will be in attendance for a question 

and answer session with the members

Secure gated parking, refreshments supplied. 
We hope to see you there!

Helen Chapman - LTPH John Mason - LTPH
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Airport Matters
BY PETER “THE CANNON”
L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP

At the taxi trade meeting held

at Heathrow on Tuesday May

3rd, it was mutually agreed

with BAA management that the

directors of HALT(S) have a

duty to provide detailed finan-

cial information on how much

of the £0.78 HALT levy is being

spent on taxi information

desks. 

An equally important question is
how much of the levy is being
consumed by HALT(S) ‘business
projects‘. The LCDC, LTDA ,
HATDU and Unite have given the
directors of HALTS a deadline of
ten working days to produce the
relevant facts and figures.
Financial Statements covering
the business activities of the
original HALT cooperative and
HALTS the company are due to
be made available to Heathrow
drivers later this year. The latest
financial reports published by
HALTS and currently in public
domain relate to 2009, when the
HALT cooperative had a turnover
of £392,000 and HALTS the
company turned over £206,625.
Between them, the two organisa-
tions managed to achieve a
turnover of almost £598,000. The
bulk of this large sum of money
derives from the HALT(S) share
of the gate money. 

History of the 

HALT Levy 
Questions about who has a

right to use money in driver-
owned funds collected by BAA
as part of the gate money,
shouldn’t be too difficult to formu-
late. One of the crucial facts that
needs to be placed under the

microscope is BAA’s rule that
only the directors of HALT(S) are
permitted to use the HALT levy
fund. This is one of several BAA
imposed rules that the taxi trade
organisations are going to have
to challenge. In 2002 the Civil
Aviation Authority used its pow-
ers as the regulator of Heathrow
Airport to authorise BAA to col-
lect the HALT levy for the sole
purpose of funding taxi informa-
tion desks. The CAA confirmed
last year (2010) that CAA rules
applicable to use of the HALT
levy remain unchanged. IN other
words, the CAA has not at any-
time authorised the HALT levy or
any part of it to be used to fund
business projects controlled
either by HALT or private compa-
ny HALTS. 
The LCDC is able to offer fur-

ther that proof the HALT levy is
collected by BAA on the strict
understanding that it is to be
used for the sole purpose of
operating taxi information desks.
In June 2007, BAA gave a writ-
ten assurance to LCDC solicitors
that the taxi feeder park charge
is primarily for BAA to recover
the cost of running the taxi feed-
er park. The letter from BAA
makes a point of stating that
HALT element of the gate money
is only used to fund the taxi infor-
mation desks and has nothing to
do with credit card processing.
This information from the CAA
and BAA means that official
approval has not been given for
the compulsory HALT levy to be
used to fund credit card services.
This places the drivers’ trade
organisations at Heathrow in a
strong position to demand a

breakdown of the turnover fig-
ures published in the signed
Financial Statements and
Reports compiled annually by the
directors of HALTS. 
All the directors are working taxi

drivers and if they are paying
themselves money that derives
from the HALTS element of the
£6.30 gate money, then their fel-
low drivers at Heathrow are enti-
tled to have a full explanation of
how such payments can be justi-
fied. Is there by chance a date in
the history of the HALT coopera-
tive or HALTS the company
when was it decided to use the
HALT levy for purposes other
than paying the wages of people
who work on the taxi information
desks ? Are there any minutes of
meetings available from the
records of either HALT, HALTS
that would throw light on the sub-
ject ? 

More on HALT(S) 

and the FSA
As stated in last month’s issue of

The Badge, contrary to claims
made by the directors of HALTS,
the FSA has not received an appli-
cation from the directors to have
the assets of the HALT cooperative
transferred to HALTS the company.
Neither have the directors submit-
ted an application to the FSA to
have HALT dissolved. In fact steps
are now being taken at Heathrow to
have HALT restored as a fully func-
tioning cooperative. In 2007, HALT
chairman Colin Evans wrote to the
FSA with explanations about the
credit card processing services that
HALT had organised for Heathrow
drivers. In his letter he mentions
that credit card services are just
one of several commercial agree-

ments that HALT had negotiated on
the half of Heathrow drivers. But
where are the minutes of meetings
when decisions were made about
these business deals ? Colin Evans
also revealed in his letter to the
FSA that the HALT cooperative’s
credit card services relied on fund-
ing from the HALT levy, but he
expressed a view that the credit
card services had the potential to
become self-funding. Was this a
positive indication that even as far
back as 2007, that the HALT levy
was not being used for the sole pur-
pose of providing taxi information

desks ? 

Taxi Trade 

Profit Margins
Taxi trade newspapers regularly

feature reports on how London’s
radio circuits are doing. These
businesses rely on drivers’ subs
and the weaker of the radio cir-
cuits don’t make an operating
profit of much more than £1,000
for every £1,000,000 (one million
pounds) of turnover. In black and
white terms, the turnover figures
of ‘radio taxi cooperatives’ mainly
represent amounts of money that
are due to be paid to drivers for
fares the drivers have done.
HALTS at Heathrow isn’t a radio
circuit, but it does rely on drivers’
subscriptions to stay in business
and unlike the drivers who work
on radio, the hapless Heathrow
drivers can’t avoid making pay-
ments to HALT(S) if they want
access to the Taxi System. 
Finally, at the time of writing this

article, nothing definite has been
thrashed out with BAA regarding
a gate money increase or more
money for HALT. 
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VERIFONE SAYS 
“TIME FOR CARDS IS NOW!”

With regulation, recession and chang-

ing passenger habits squeezing

licensed taxi drivers, there has never

been a better time to embrace card

payments according to Mark Roberts

from leading payments vendor

VeriFone.  As VeriFone rolls out its

TfL approved for TX model taxis pay-

ment system - free - to London’s

licensed taxi trade, Roberts outlines

just what makes its payment system

different from previous solutions.  

Passenger convenience is the obvious
‘why’ for in-cab card payments. But what
are the real benefits for London’s
licensed taxi trade?  That’s simple, more
revenue.  Drivers who offer card pay-
ments find that tips increase, due to
“rounding up”- typically 5%, 10% or 15%.
Additionally, they can increase the num-
ber of fares without wasting time waiting
at ATMs for cash. They can also take
longer journeys by removing cash
restrictions on passengers.  

The downside?  In the past, drivers
have been let down by card system
providers who charged high fees, took
weeks to pay out or did not design their
technology to meet the challenges of the
cab environment. VeriFone aims to
change all this. Our proposition is entire-
ly different from anything which has
gone before. 

A new approach
Let’s take design. Ours is not a modi-

fied retail unit. It has been designed from
the ground up for cab use. VeriFone has

talked, listened and worked with drivers,
cab manufacturers and the TfL, to over-
come operational challenges that have
made taxi drivers reluctant to embrace
card payments in the past.  

We have the backing of key industry
players including the London Taxi
Company (formerly Mann & Overton)
who are offering the VeriFone payment
system as an option on all new and
used TX vehicles sold through its net-
work of dealerships. Ascott Cabs is an
approved VeriFone payment system
agent and installer. And Kingston &
Wimbledon is also an approved installer. 

Additionally, we have just opened a
10,000 sq ft installation and service cen-
tre on the Saxon Way Trading Estate,
just 9 minutes from the Heathrow taxi
feeder park. This is a major investment
and reflects our intention to create a
long-term partnership with drivers. In
fact, the VeriFone taxi centre is open for
drivers to just stop by, with TV and
refreshments available during business
hours. Unit 7 Saxon Way Trading Estate,
Harmondsworth, UB7 0LW

VeriFone’s commitment to making this
happen is so strong, that we are offering
installation, maintenance and support
free to all London licensed taxi drivers.
Additionally, until 30 June 2011,
VeriFone is offering a sign-on bonus of
£250 per driver.

Great for cabbies! So, what’s in it for
VeriFone?  Unlike previous operators,
VeriFone isn’t out to make a quick buck.

We are the global leader in payments
technology; we have solid financial back-
ing, technical support and proven deliv-
ery.  We are in this business for the long
haul; and are prepared to invest and
make it a success. Our business model
is not based on monthly fees or sitting
on cabbies’ earnings. 100% of fares paid
by card go directly into a driver’s named
bank account three times per week.
VeriFone only makes money on the
small surcharge that is charged to pas-
sengers who choose to pay by card. We
take nothing from the driver.

Why is the VeriFone taxi 

payment system different?
In the past, drivers were reluctant to

offer card payments because it involved
passing a mobile card reader to the cus-
tomer – this involved getting out of the
cab or trying to squeeze the device
through the bulkhead opening. 

VeriFone’s system uses a cab mounted
device connected directly to the meter to
calculate the fare, process the transac-
tion and print the receipt.  A separate ter-
minal, mounted passenger-side, reads
the payment card and allows easy PIN
authorisation. There is no need for the
cab driver or the passenger to get out of
the cab.

VeriFone’s payment system accepts
contactless cards as well as traditional
debit and credit cards. We see this as
being vital, as contactless card usage is

growing rapidly in UK. For example,
Oyster cards use contactless technology,
but for ticketing, not payment. Several
banks are now issuing contactless pay-
ment cards and many mainstream retail-
ers now accept contactless payments.  

The solution also includes a full colour
multimedia screen that will stream safety
information, news, local features, sport
and other content; to make the passen-
ger journey more enjoyable.

Is London ready for card 

payments in-taxi?
We want to make sure the taxi trade

knows this is not a trial project for
VeriFone.  We are here for the duration.
Having already rolled-out successful taxi
initiatives in major cities across the world
including New York, Atlanta and
Singapore, we have solid business, sup-
port and service models that work for
both drivers and passengers. 

With an increasingly card and media-
centric population, we truly believe that
the time is right for this type of invest-
ment in London’s world-famous black
cabs. We look forward to helping drivers
transform the payments landscape in
2011 and beyond.

VeriFone is actively recruiting the
licensed taxi trade in London and instal-
lations are happening now. Ring us on
03336661000 or text CAB to 88802 and
start taking card payments today.  

www.verifone.com/uk-taxi

Dear Sirs,

I COULDN’T believe my eyes

when I read the article

‘Cabbies hit out at left-turn

ban’(March 24).  

The cab drivers’ spokesman,
Geoffrey Reisel, had the brass
neck to claim that taxis will drive
3.7 million extra miles and gener-
ate releasing 1,764 tons of car-
bon per year.  
Is he saying they’ll divert via

Essex or wot? Taxi drivers claim-

ing concern for global warming!
That’s a new one. 
The now banned vehicle turn

north into Marchmont Street will
add all of 200 metres to taxi jour-
neys to King’s Cross and St
Pancras.  
It was introduced after very

extensive local consultation for
the safety of pedestrians and
cyclists after a fatality and multi-
ple accidents.  
Just 23,000 taxis contribute a

staggering 30 per cent of central

London’s pollution and it’s not
just the diesel fumes but arsenic
from their cheap brake pads and
tyres.  
The vast majority of them are

nowhere near the contemporary
cleaner Euro 4 European stan-
dard and mayor Boris Johnson
recently backed down from pro-
posing to outlaw taxis over 10
years old – meaning tens of
thousands are still belching out
poisonous fumes because their
retro-fit particulate filters don’t

work satisfactorily.
It’s time to stand up to these

taxi-driver bullies who are the
single biggest contributors to poi-
soning our city.  
With help from the mayor and

Department for Environment,
Food and Rural Affairs, they
should clean up their act before
any of their bleating deserves
sympathy.
LETTER REPRODUCED

FROM THE CAMDEN NEW 

JOURNAL

CLLR PAUL BRAITHWAITE

Lib Dem, Cantelowes ward

High time for taxi drivers
to clean up their act says
Councillor Braithwaite
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Walker on the march....
-

Micky Walker
LCDC Member

COMCAB

ACCOUNTS 2010

Comcab have now published

their accounts for last year

Turnover increased by 5.8%, from
£50.902 million to £53.870 million.
However, profit fell by a third, from
£2.200 million to £1.455 million.
This means that since Comcab

peaked in 2007, turnover has fallen
by £16.73 million, or almost a quar-
ter from £70.2 million. With regard to
profit, this also peaked in 2007 at
£6.254 million. So, in the intervening
3 years profit has fallen by  over
75% to just under one and a half
million.
At the beginning of 2010, Comfort

Delgro carried out an internal
restructuring exercise and the entire
issued share capital of Comcab was
transferred to CityFleet Networks
Ltd. As accounts for Comcab’s sister
private hire company Flightlink
International have yet to be 
published, it is still unknown if they
have also been incorporated into
CityFleet Networks but this does
seem likely. 
The bad news for us all is that

Comcab continues to see the way
forward in total ground transporta-
tion services, or the “one stop shop”

and is committed to its policy of sub-
contracting work to “service partners
across all modes of transport”.
The company recognises the

importance of its environmental
responsibilities and has embarked
on a range of initiatives to this end.
Not least is their latest move in
ordering a fleet of Euro V Vitos.
These are all silver in colour, possi-
bly to complement the standard
colour of their PHVs, and are being
offered to drivers for £280 per week
on 6mth minimum contracts.
Once again the accounts confirm

that drivers are viewed as Comcab’s
“main suppliers”. Total subscriptions
have remained fairly constant.
There are still drivers paying into the
rollerbond scheme.  Comfort Delgro
have an annual turnover of $388.4
million (£234.5 million). The average
driver earns a little less than that! So
why are drivers making £627,000
interest-free loans to the company?
Sure, it’s a handy way of saving for
overhauls, holidays, etc. Why not
put it into a credit union though
instead. You’ll receive interest on
savings, have access to instant,
cheap loans and know that your
savings are helping out your fellow
cab drivers. Its dead easy to pay in
directly from your Comcab weekly
payments of via  standing order
from your bank. Any Comcanb driv-
er reading this that is in the roller-
bond scheme, give the LTD CU a
ring on 020 7289 3095 and stop
being taken for a mug.        
Despite the recession the balance

sheet looks healthy. Cash reserves
have increased to just over £4 mil-
lion and net assets have increased
by almost a million to over £16 mil-

lion. However, for the second year
running, no dividend has been
declared.
Comcab continue to run the order

taking and dispatch system of
Flightlink’s private hire business and
continue to “sub-contract taxi busi-
ness” to them. This raises a ques-
tion. Talking to Comcab drivers it
seems that they think their radio
work has halved at best since the
recession began. A straw poll is not
very scientific or accurate but bear
in mind that Comcab’s turnover has
only dropped by a quarter and there
are now less subscribers to divvy up
this work. The accounts do not
detail just how much taxi work is
sub-contracted to Flightlink’s private
hire vehicles. One could be forgiven
for thinking it may run into several
millions, possibly as much as in
excess of £10 million.

LTDA 

SHARE SALE

As you will have read, the LTDA

have sold their 20% stake in

Comcab to Delgro’s UK holding

Company CityFleet Networks.  It

is hoped that the LTDA received

a better price than the price they

were rumoured to have received

for the original 80%. There is

some doubt that members will

ever find out though as the

amount of the original sale to

Delgro was ever disclosed to the

membership.

When I first heard this news, I
thought there could be three strong
reasons for the sale. The first is
that the General Executive of the

LTDA had finally woken to the reali-
sation that there could be no justifi-
cation for the LTDA receiving divi-
dends, partially from profit earned
from the supply of minicabs, when
the LTDA owes its very existence
to the fight against minicabs.  The
second is that they needed the
money and as there were no divi-
dends last year, nor this year, the
LTDA General Executive decided to
cash in. The third reason is that
Delgro made them an offer they
could not refuse.
I had hoped the sale was for the

first reason I gave but having now
read about the sale in Taxi, it is
clear that this is not the case.
According to Bob Oddy, the LTDA
have had a happy relationship with
CityFleet Networks and will contin-
ue to work with Comcab in the
future. This is the same CityFleet
that owns a Docklands PH compa-
ny and the same Comcab that
operate said PH company’s order
and dispatch system and farms out
who knows how much taxi work to
this company and the LTDA are
happy to continue to work with
them.  
So, this suggests to me that it was

about the money rather than dis-
tancing the LTDA from the PH
operations. That said, 
whatever the reason, selling of their
interest in Comcab was the right
thing to do for their membership
and for the trade. If they can get
around to withdrawing their support
as well, they may provide the lead
for the trade, collectively and indi-
vidually, to start sorting the circuits
out.
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TX4 2009
GOLD SPEC

FULL LEATHER
INTERIOR

CARPET PACK
56,000 MILES

1 YEARS WARRANTY

TELE: 07545866566
Beckie

CALL OVER 
PARTNER

REQUIRED

KNOWLEDGE BOY
BASED IN WC1

ON 56 - 28 

CALL JOE:
07885765990

SOUTHERN 
ALARMS

for all your Interior needs

FULL CARPET 
PACKAGES FROM £49 FITTED

RE UPHOLSTERY 
FOR ALL TX TAXIS

LEATHER / VINYL / LTI CLOTH
RUNNING REPAIRS

BACK ACHE?...NEW MEMORY
FOAM FITTED

GIVE YOUR TAXI A UPGRADE

5 mins from London Bridge Stn.

Tele: 0207 403 3002

London’s only 
independent 
taxi trade 

organisation

Don’t delay... join today! 
020 7394 5553

Sketch
Rank

Alan Mcgrady 

I have recently been in contact with

the mayor of Hackney to see if he

could help us with acquiring a rank

outside Shoreditch House in Ebor

St.
This is a tricky location as one side is

Tower Hamlets and the other side is
Hackney and both council seem to be very
reluctant to site a rank there.

The road is full of touts all night and they
show complete disregard to the double yel-
lows and red route on Bethnal Green Road
and both councils seem to be turning a
blind eye to the illegal parking that goes on
here.

There is no enforcement to be seen and
over a two year period not one PCN has
been issued in Ebor St which tells me that
Hackney see touting as low priority. I have
been told one of the main reason for not
giving us the rank is that Ebor St is to 
NARROW and might impede emergency
vehicles. I’m a bit confused over this 
statement as most drivers that  work nights
will see the road double parked with cars
on most nights.  The rank easily fits in Ebor
ST and if there was a emergency the 
drivers will be with there taxis and make
excess for any emergency vehicles easy.

The taxi trade should have ranks outside
all late night venues to offer the travelling
public a safe option to get home late at
night.

This is Mayor Pipes Reply...

� I am sorry to hear of your concerns. The
Council’s Parking Services have advised
me that they have not received any previ-
ous correspondence in relation to
taxi ranks being requested on Ebor

Street, where Shoreditch House is located.
However, I have been informed that this

street currently has only double 
yellow lines as the road is below the mini-
mum required width to introduce any type
of parking bays on this street. 
I have been informed that the guidance
from the Department for Transport states
that a 3.5m clearanceis required to allow
emergency services to have access to a
street.However, Ebor Street is 4.3m in
width and therefore it is not possible to
implement taxi ranks on this street.
I have been advised that Parking Services
will be reviewing Controlled Parking Zone B
in January 2011. I have been assured that
they will assess the feasibility of implement-
ing a taxi rank in the Shoreditch area as
part of this review. In the meantime, I have
been advised that the double yellow line
restrictions on Ebor Street would allow taxis
to pick up and drop off customers as there
are no loading restrictions on this street.
Parking Services accept that some illegal
parking does occur on Ebor Street, as illus-
trated in your photographs. I have been
advised that they have increased their
enforcement levels at night to try and
improve the parking situation at this loca-
tion. They have told me that although the
vehicles in the pictures you provided are
parked on the western sideof the street,
their initial feedback shows that most of the
illegal parking is happening on the eastern
side. The boundary of Hackney runs along
the centre of Ebor Street, and parking
enforcement on the eastern side is the
responsibility of the London Borough of
Tower Hamlets.
Parking Services have told me that, unfor-
tunately, these extra visits can be carried
out only as a temporary 
measure, to target a specific problem. They
have also explained that enforcement
against taxis and minicabs waiting for pas-
sengers is notoriously difficult, as drivers

often move their vehicles as soon as they
see a Civil Enforcement Officer (CEO), thus
preventing any enforcement action from
taking place.
Parking Services have an obligation to

provide parking enforcement across the
borough, and it is simply not feasible to
have CEOs stationed permanently in any
areas.
As for your concerns about the legality of
the minicab operations in this area, Parking
Services have advised me that they have
recently met with the Public Carriage Office
(PCO) to address the parking problems
caused by these 
businesses. Parking Services have agreed
to continue to monitor the situation and
pass their findings to the PCO. They also
hope to carry out joint enforcement visits
with the PCO and the police, but such visits
will be dependent on police and PCO
resources and 
availability. With regard to your Freedom of
Information request, I have been assured
that standard levels of enforcement visits
have been carried out, and the lack of
PCNs issued should not be taken to indi-
cate any lack of priority in this area. Indeed,
as I mentioned in my previous response,
enhanced 
levels of enforcement did take place for a
period of time earlier this year.�

So this seems to be the picture that we
see all over London touts parked up at
most clubs but the powers at be wont gives
a rank.

We do seem to be the losers at most 
venues but we must keep fighting as PH
are pushing for everything we have !!!!!

Alan’s Angle
Shoreditch House Rank Refused

This month we should see the

introduction of not one but two

new ranks.The first is the long

awaited arrival of the rank for

Sketch that is in Conduit St W1.
This rank as been long time coming

but Westminster have finally got round
to get this rank appointed  and the
management at Sketch have been real-
ly

pushing for this rank at there premises
and are looking for us to service the
rank for there customers.It will be a
dual rank with it being a loading bay
and parking bays during the daytime 

and turning into a rank at nightime.I
have got issues with dual ranks as
Westminster do seem to have problems
with issuing tickets to vehicles that park
on them so I do have my fingers
crossed that the Traffic Management
Orders are properly in place to protect
the rank.

And Secondly the new St Pancras
hotel officially opens its doors to the
public on May 5th and I'm hoping that
they will be letting us rank up on there
forecourt .But every time i talk to any-
one from the hotel I get a different story
I have been told there is no rank and on
other times the concierge has told me
there is definitely a rank for us.So lets
hope we get the chance to service this
fantastic new hotel and give the hotel
and guests a first class service.
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What’s going on at the PCO?  I’ve

spoken to guys and girls who are

working hard on the Knowledge

and the story is always the same –

it’s taking too long.  So, where’s

the problem?  Is it incompetence,

shortage of suitable examiners or

is the system now employed so

encumbered with red tape and

points-orientated exams that they

have tied themselves in knots?

In the old days, if you worked flat
out you could do the Knowledge in a
year.  Now it takes around three to
four years, or even more.  It’s ludi-
crous.  You may as well study for
another year and become a doctor
or a solicitor – much more financially
rewarding.
The old ways worked because we

were examined by hard-headed ex-
policemen who could not only test
your knowledge skills but also suss
you out at the same time.  Their vast
experience of dealing with the ‘right’
and ‘wrong’ types of person meant
they could easily filter out those
unsuitable to drive a taxi in London.
The Knowledge never was, and

hopefully never will be, a walk-over.
But the students at least have the
right to see some light at the end of
the tunnel, so why not give them a
56 day appointment on sign-up and
test them accordingly, and at the
same time give reductions relative to
their answering skills?  It worked fine
until TfL took over.  And there’s the
rub: TfL are nowhere near as clued
up about our trade as the old stand-
alone PCO used to be.  And yet, if
TfL would acknowledge there is a
problem I’m sure the trade as a
whole would help them out.
We can’t be complacent with the

future of our trade.  Something is
wrong so let’s do something to put it
right.  Re-assurance from TfL that
they are trying to get their act in
order would be a good start.

WAITING TO PICK UP

- WE NOW HAVE

CASE LAW
A very interesting piece appeared

in Dial-a-Cab’s in-house magazine
Call Sign.  It is important for the
trade as a whole so, with the kind
permission of Call Sign’s editor,
Alan Fisher, I will reproduce a few
snippets from the article.
Barrie Segal of Appealnow.com is

the man Dial-a-Cab turn to when

they need to fight parking tickets.
As we all know, the councils are
very keen to extract money from
taxi drivers legitimately doing their
job when they go to pick up a
booked fare.  The councils take
the ridiculous view that when a taxi
driver receives a pre-booked fare
(usually a radio job), the driver
cannot wait at all and that the pas-
senger has to be at the kerb ready
to get into the vehicle.  It shows
the level of intellect and common
sense that must prevail in councils
throughout the land.  But it does
bring in a lot of wonga.
Even the adjudicators are divided

on this. As the article states:
‘Some parking adjudicators have
agreed with the councils’ view, but
many have not.  Indeed, one park-
ing adjudicator said that it was pre-
posterous to suggest that a driver
arriving to pick up a passenger
should act like a Formula One driv-
er performing a pit stop, with the
passenger diving into vehicle and
the vehicle taking off!’
At last, an adjudicator with com-

mon sense!  The article goes on
(and this is the important bit) : ‘The
High Court has now clarified the
law on this issue and stated that
councils are wrong to adopt the
position they have taken so far.
The learned judge stated that
when the driver arrived at the des-
tination, the time taken looking for
the passenger or waiting for the
passenger to identify the vehicle,
is all a necessary part of the
process of picking up the passen-
ger – and accordingly any parking
tickets issued in those circum-
stances must be cancelled!’
‘The judge also decided that if a

driver arrives at the pick-up but the
passenger then cancels the jour-
ney, this is still nevertheless part of
the process of picking up the pas-
senger and accordingly, any park-
ing tickets issued in such circum-
stances must be cancelled.’
There you have it.  Also, if any of

you have received PCNs for the
above then it may be worth seek-
ing legal advice to try to get your
money back.  If it helps, the case
in question is given in Call Sign as
: ‘The High Court decision R (on
application of Makda) v Parking
Adjudicator’. 
Once again, thanks to Alan Fisher

of Dial-a-Cab for the above.

BECOME  A GRASS 

– REPORT A POTHOLE
Isn’t it funny how local councils are

so eager to fine motorists and taxi
drivers who, for the most part, are
just going about their legitimate busi-
ness?  Yes, we have a duty to obey
traffic signs but have the local coun-
cils forgotten that they also have a
legal duty to keep our roads in rea-
sonable order?  Has their obsession
with extracting money from motorists
made them forget that they are also
obliged to actually do something
about the state of the roads they
oversee?  Of course it has.  They
don’t want to sod about using con-
tractors or staff to fill in potholes
when they could be out and about
spying on motorists and at the same
time raking in a large amount of rev-
enue.
By reporting potholes we can put

them on the spot, because then they
have ‘officially’ been made aware of
a problem and are duty bound to sort
it out.  Imagine the compensation
claim from someone who was injured
by a pothole that the council knew
about – one that had been reported
to them.  With that in mind, think of
how busy we could keep them doing
the things they are supposed to be
doing.  Then think of how much nicer
it would be to drive down a road
without fear of your fillings falling out.
It’s high time we started to hit back.

Reporting potholes is a good way to
do it and there are plenty of websites
giving information on how to go
about it.  Potholes.co.uk is a good
one with loads of tips and details of
all the councils’ contact numbers and
email addresses.
Another good one is

fillthathole.org.uk that even offers an
App for iPhone owners enabling you
to report a pothole from the roadside.
Even our favourite council –

Westminster – has an email address
for reporting potholes – high-
waysmanage-
ment@westminster.gov.uk or you
could phone them on 0207 6412000.
Surely, they would love to hear from
you.
These upstanding pillars of public

services are so keen to make sure
that the letter of the law is obeyed by
all that they will no doubt be over-
joyed whenever they are made
aware of a pothole that they are duty
bound to repair.  Come on, let’s help
them out.

IS THERE A 

SUPER-TSUNAMI 

WITH OUR NAME 

ON IT?
In the aftermath of the devastating

Japanese tsunami we have been
repeatedly reassured by our 'experts'
that nothing on that scale could hap-
pen here.  However, they seem to
have forgotten the threat of the
Cumbre Vieja - an active volcano on
La Palma in the Canary Islands.  An
eruption from this volcano could
cause a landslide which in turn
would unleash a tsunami one mile
high travelling at 1,000 kilometres
per hour. Quite a big one, then!  It
would be aimed at us and the east-
ern United States taking just 3.5
hours to reach southern England.
By the time it reaches us the wave
would have 'shrunk' to around 200ft
high but would still be travelling at
1,000 kph. It is estimated that a
wave this size could penetrate up to
sixteen miles inland.
Perhaps the egg-heads don't want

to even contemplate that one.
It’s frightening.  You can check it out

by visiting the following web address:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cumbre_
Vieja#Future_threat

MORE EXPENSE
The Feeder Park entry fee at

Heathrow is now due for its annual
negotiated increase.  Currently, BAA
want another 34p making the entry
fee £6.64.  Included in that is the
increase in VAT and a 5p increase to
the levy that goes to HALTS - cur-
rently you pay 78p to them every
time you enter the Feeder Park.
I attended the meeting with our own

Bob Livingstone and the reps from
the other trade bodies.  We’ve been
given figures to mull over and, look-
ing at them, I would think the final
agreed fee is not yet ‘done and dust-
ed’.  Other meetings will follow
before the proposed July increase
and we will do our best to put our
case across for the best deal 
possible.

THE NUT BEHIND 
THE WHEEL

The return of 
The Nut Behind The Wheel 
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"We are very glad that this

mega-fight will finally come

true," Bernd Boente, Klitschko's

manager, said Wednesday. "We

expect more than 150 TV sta-

tions worldwide to show the

fight live or on a delay. Klitschko

vs. Haye is definitely one of the

top highlights in sport."
Most of the television revenue for the

fight will come from pay-per-view on
Sky Box Office in Haye's native
England and from terrestrial network
RTL in Germany, where Klitschko, of
Ukraine, is a huge star. The fight will
air live on HBO in the United States.

"I am very happy that Haye finally
dares to step into the ring with me,"
Klitschko, 35, said. "He already
ducked out of two fights with me and
Vitali and is only trash-talking and pro-
ducing stupid shirts. Now he has to
prove in the ring what he has got. I
have been waiting for this fight for over
two years."

Said the 30-year-old Haye: "I always
said I would knock out Wladimir, get
his belts and will then finish up his
brother Vitali to end my career on the
peak. Wladimir has only fought wimps
and cowards so far. I will show him his
limitations and what it is like to fight a
real champion. That is a promise."

Although the contracts are signed
and the date and venue are now set,
Klitschko said he still worries that
Haye might pull out on short notice, as
he did last time.

"I'm very excited about it because it's

eventually time to make it happen.
Finally. But it's not matter of fact that
David Haye will show up on July 2,"
Klitschko said. "But I hope he will. We
will face each other a couple of times
at press conferences and I am a little
bit worried about it because he is put-
ting so much pressure on himself. He's
consistently putting himself in a corner
and now the action has to follow. Now
he has to follow through with all the
promises."

Manny Pacquiao versus "Sugar"
Shane Mosley is a welterweight cham-
pionship fight scheduled to be held on
May 7, 2011 at the MGM Grand in Las
Vegas. Pacquiao enters the fight as
the WBO welterweight champion, hav-
ing won the title against Miguel Cotto
in 2009. This will be Pacquiao's sec-
ond defense of the title and first fight
at welterweight since March 13, 2010.
Mosley enters with a 2-2-1 record in
his last five fights. The fight will be
shown on Showtime pay-per-view.

May started of very badly for fight
fans with the death of our beloved
Henry Cooper who sadly passed away
on May 1st. He will be sorely missed.
"Our `Enry" was a true giant of British
boxing and will be most remembered
for his epic battle in 1963 against a
young and cocky Cassius Clay when
his famous "`Enry`s ammer" sent
Cassius Clay on to the canvas in
round 4. Many pundits at the time had
Henry in front and thought that he
could have actually won the fight. In
1970 Henry become the British /
Commonwealth / and European heavy-
weight Champion. On behalf of all fight
fans I would like to wish you a very
found farewell, God bless you `Enry.

Adios - Buncey

Love boxing? Love Buncey

Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax

PAC MAN TO 

DISSOLVE SUGAR?

FAREWELL TO 

OUR ‘ENRY

WILL DAVID MEET

HIS GOLIATH?
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For those of you who wit-

nessed the amazing Frankel

winning the 2000 guineas at

Newmarket on Saturday

30/4/11 can feel privileged to

have done so.  You will never

see a classic race won in

such style.  What an out-

standing colt.  I know it is

not hard tipping a horse at

odds of 1/2 but when given

as our five star maximum bet

he was on offer at evens and

after all is said and done a

winner is a winner.

Our 1000 guineas selection
ran as if in need of the run and
finished a respectable eighth.
Although still almost a month

away the next two classics are
on the horizon.  We will start
with the fillies classic ‘The
Oaks’ (Epsom 3/6/2011) run
over one and a half miles
round the twist and turns of
Epsom Downs.  It is a true test
of the thoroughbred, speed,
stamina; balance and tempera-
ment are all tested to the full.
Blue Bunting (3/1) winner of

the 1000 guineas at
Newmarket is a worthy
favourite and the step up to
one and a half miles may bring
about further improvement.
Havent (8/1) trained by Sir
Michael Stoute finished sixth at
Newmarket but the firm ground
did her no favours.  Her
chance at Epsom will clearly
depend on whether she gets
the soft ground she needs.
Khawlah (10/1) won the U.A.E.
in Dubai beating the colts,
although I don’t think she had
beaten anything much so I am
happy to bypass her.  The
master of Ballydoyle, Adian
O’Brien has Together who was
second at Newmarket and is a
big player but I still believe
Misty for Me (16/1) ran as
though she needed the race
and will be better over this one
and a half mile trip and I am
keeping the faith.  She will be
my selection (a three star bet).  

The Derby (4/6/11) 
With the magnificent Frankel

almost certain to stay at a mile

the race has at first glance an
open look to it.  Henry Cecil
has World Domination (5/1)
who has won his only start at
Newbury and must command
respect and Adian O’Brien
looks like being represented by
Seville (8/1)  A decent horse,
however I think he will be more
a St Ledger horse (one mile six
furlongs) later in the year.
Casamento who runs under the
Godolphin banner will be better
at this one and a half mile trip
but I think he lacks class.  My
tip for the race is the Sir
Michael Stoute trained Carlton
House (11/2).  He has been
very impressive in his two runs
to date and will run in the
Dante Stakes at York on May
12th.  I expect him to win there
and go on to be favourite and
win the Derby.  Owned by the
Jellybean (Queen) who has
never won the Derby before I
truly believe this is her year
(five star bet).
So its hats off to her Majesty,

be lucky, and don’t give too
much back to those awful
bookie chappies!

The Marksman
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Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2
TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK
LONDON, SE16 4DG

0207 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................

Your Bank Address:............................................................................

Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 
until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 
until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of LONDON CAB DRIVERS LTD, 
Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG
Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................

Account No:  .....................................................................................

Sort Code: .......................................................................................

Signature: ........................................................................................

Date: ..................................................................................................

Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a
single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab
Drivers Club Ltd,” with today’s date for £56.67 and two post-dated
cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,

The London Cab Drivers Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2

Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 100 Clements

Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................

............................................... Post Code: ......................................

Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................

Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above
information will be kipt by the LCDC in a computer system under the
terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 
matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare
that I have no outstanding PCO of police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

CLUB CLASS 
PACKAGE

AS AN L.C.D.C

MEMBER YOU 

WILL RECEIVE:

� 24 HOUR DUTY 
SOLICITOR  

EXCLUSIVE TO THE 

CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor 
hotline membership card.
Piece of mind 24 hrs of 
the day.

� FULL LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City 
Of London based solicitors
and barristers, experts in 
Hackney Carriage and 
road traffic law.

� COMPLAINTS
AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC,
we will deal with any 
complaint that has been 
made against you by
members of the public.
Also we will attend the
LTPH with you on any
personal appeals that 

would affect your licence.

� HEATHROW AIRPORT
REPRESENTATION
With our reps at the airport
working hard on the 
trades behalf for a fairer, 
and more safer future
at Heathrow.

� RANKS 
AND HIGHWAYS
The LCDC attend the Joint
Ranks committee working 
hard for more ranks and 
more access for the taxi 
trade in London

� CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the 
office for any information
or up to the date news on 
any trade related subject.

� MEDIA AND 
AUTHORITIES
The LCDC is always the 
first to be called when the 
media want the “ Cab 

Trades “ reaction. The 
Chairman is a regular
contributor on LBC, Radio 
London, and the BBC.
We at the Club also
represent the trade at 
meetings with
the Mayors Office, TFL ,
LTPH, Corporation Of 
London, BAA, and all Local
Authorities in the Capital.

� HEALTH CONCERNS
Are you concerned about 
your badge and bill due to
your health? As a member 
of the Club, we can 
alleviate the stress by 
dealing with the 
authorities on your behalf.
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Leroy Reid & Cois a firm of Chartered Certified Accoun
and Registered Auditors established on 1st April 1982-
ing Taxation, Audit and Bookkeeping and Accountancy
Services to the Licensed London Taxi Drivers, small a-
um size businesses and charities. We are committed to
your interests first, hence our Mission Statement:

"We work to a standard and not a price"
COST OF SERVICE
Our charges for the following services are £255.0
VAT.

FEATURES OF THE SERVICE
� Free consultation.
� Preparation of Accounts.
� Completion of Self Assessment Tax Return.
� Submission of completed Tax Return.
� Letters to Building Societies and Banks.
� Confirmation letter regarding Loss of Earnings.

We also have trained staff and associates specialisin
aspects of the tax system who will be able to efficie
effectively deal with all tax issues and Inland Reven-
gations related to the Licensed London Taxi Driver.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any fu-
mation.

299 Northborough Road, Norbury, London SW16 4TR

LEROY REID & CO 
Chartered Certified
Accountants 

OFFICE HOURS

Club Office hours are between 10:00am and 5:30pm
each day Monday through Friday.

You can call in to discuss Sickness and Accident Insurance and 
Membership Enquiries, or any complaints and/or summonses incurred 

whilst driving your taxi at work.

You may also telephone for an appointment to speak with an 
Officer of the Club on any of the above matters in the strictest of confidence.

Call 0207 394 5553

0208 732 5525

Also at Devonshire House Stanmore HA7 IJ8
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C&M Taxis
TXI, TXII and TX4

& Fairway Drivers For Rent

�Overhauls
�Servicing & Insurance

repair jobs

All at competitive rates

Call 020 8807 5313
108 River Mead Rd
Lee Valley
Trading East
London 
N18 3QW

K.W. TAXI
SERVICES

UNIT 10 BRYANT AVENUE 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ROMFORD

ESSEX RM3 0BY

01708 373 786

FAIRWAY, TXI, TXII, TX4
Overhauls, Servicing, Repairs
Fitting only LTI Factory Parts

cab rental, best rates,
24hr RAC cover, Fairway, TXI

KEEPING LONDON’S
TAXIS MOVING
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