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YELLOW/GREEN IDENTIFIERS 

As you will have seen from

the front page, the identifiers

are finally becoming a reality.

After months of speculation

and rumours of will they or

won’t they be coming, we are

delighted to be able to show

the trade that they are soon to

be introduced. 

Before implementation we have

requested from LTPH that a

hologram is placed somewhere

on the identifier to prevent for-

gery taking place. 

I am proud to say that if it was

not for the L.C.D.C this long

over-due (in my opinion) system

of identification would not be

here and once again, we have

proved a lot of people wrong

who predicted that this would

never come to fruition.

This proves once again that 

THE LCDC ARE LEADERS

NOT FOLLOWERS.

A.G.M

You will read inside the Badge

the full report of this years

A.G.M.

Once again we would like to

thank John Mason and Helen

Chapman for their time and their

input into our A.G.M, I would

also like to thank John for leav-

ing his sick bed to attend it is

much appreciated. 

K.O.L 

In recent weeks I have attended

meetings regarding LTPH review

of the knowledge, I am very

pleased to report that as a result

of a united trade group submis-

sion into the review, it looks like

the only change will be that a

knowledge boy/girl will be able

to book his driving test at any

time on the knowledge. Once

again proving that when the cab

trade presents a united stance

we can get the results that we

are after.

The future is green and yellow

2 Issue 190 - June 2011 

Published by 

The London Cab Driver’s Club Ltd.

Unit A 303.2, 

Tower Bridge Business Complex

Tower Point, 100 Clements Road

Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Telephone: 020 7232 0676

E-mail for membership enquiries:

E-mail: thelcdc@aol.com

Web: lcdcorg.wordpress.com

Editor: Grant Davis

The Badge is distributed free to the Licenced

London Cab Trade.

For advertising enquiries please contact the

office on

020 7394 5553 or E-mail: thelcdc@aol.com

All advertising in The Badge is accepted under

our terms and condidtions. These are available

at the LCDC office.

Before entering into any commitment, financial 

or otherwise, always remember to seek 

professional advice.

The views expressed in this publication are not

necessarity those fo the Editor or of the 

Management Committee of the 

London Cab Driver’s Club.

Contributions for publication are welcomed 

and should be sent to the Editor at the 

above address.

The London Cab Driver’s Club Ltd.

London’s only 
independent 
taxi trade 

organisation

Don’t delay... join today! 

020 7394 5553



Issue 190 - June 2011 3

For the second year running,  John

Mason and Helen Chapman from

the TPH, accepted the invitation to

attend the LCDC AGM and take

part in a Q&A session. The follow-

ing is a selection of the Q&A’s.

Q/ Why are PH operators and vehi-

cles being allowed to use the

words “taxi” and “cab” in their sig-

nage in contravention of the PH

Act, 1998?

A/ TPL will follow up on any com-

plaints. However,  TFLs interpretation

of the law is that PH operators and

vehicles are allowed to use the word

“minicab” in their advertising and on

the back windscreen of their vehicles

so long as the word “minicab” is not

split into two words.

Mr Mason was then asked about the

recent £1 million that TPL had con-

tributed to the Met cab enforcement

budget?

It transpired that this is not additional

budget. TFL contribute £4 million in

total under a special service agree-

ment with the Met. This year TPH had

to provide £1 million of the budget.

Had they failed to do so, the budget

would have been cut to £3 million. The

£4 million funds the 68 officers of the

enforcement team.

It was suggested from the hall that

the performance of the enforcement

team has been very poor. The

response was that TFL are attempting

to get involved in the operation of the

enforcement team and intend to seek

a meeting with Joe Royle’s replace-

ment (STC).

Q/ Why should the cab trade be

made to supply an unfair share of

this £1 million when PH were large-

ly the problem?

Mr Mason informed the meeting that

the cost of this enforcement contribu-

tion was made on  a taxi:PH ratio of

1:4 and this reflected the enforcement

need consideration.

A question was asked about the pro-

vision of new ranking facilities and sig-

nage on current ranks?

Mr Mason responded that the provi-

sion of ranks was the responsibility of

local authorities and the signage the

responsibility of TFL. The meeting was

informed that the cost of new ranks is

in the region of £2000 - £2500 per

rank space and TPH had no budget

for this.

Questions were asked with regard

to PHVs abusing the rank space at

the Grosvenor House Hotel.

The response was that the camera

has now been turned to face the rank

and in the last three months 143

PCNs had been issued to PHVs park-

ing on this rank. It was hoped that this

level of financial pressure would soon

sort the problem out.

Questions were then taken with

regard to rickshaws.

The TPH currently has no remit in

regard to rickshaws. The rickshaw

operators desire to be licenced and be

brought under the remit of the TPH.

Mr Mason expressed his personal

view that he has no wish to oversee

them and would prefer a total ban on

them.

A question was asked about the

equipment being tested by

Cricklewood Carriers (CC) and

would exemptions be allowed for

fitting this equipment to older

cabs?

Mr Mason told us that CC did not get

prior permission to fit the equipment.

This meant that when they presented

it for testing and passing, the test could

not be carried out as the equipment

had not been approved for fitting. It

was thought that the proposed Van

Arken equipment was unlikely to meet

Euro 5 standard. The equipment cur-

rently fitted to German busses meet

different criteria to that demanded

here. TPL have been advised that

there is currently no conversion equip-

ment that would meet Euro 5 and if

one were developed it would probably

cost too much to be of use.

Mr Mason said that the decision on

the 15 year age limit was final but that

the consultation on exemptions began

on Monday 23rd May and lasts for

eight weeks. It is anticipated that cur-

rently plated LPG cabs will be exempt-

ed but no new conversions. TPL  have

approached the business sector to

test the idea of private sponsor-

ship/funding to assist the replacement

of old cabs, similar to the Barclay’s

Bike hire scheme.

It was claimed that Forest Hill Cars

have been using the rank space at the

station. When challenged the drivers

and operator appear to think that they

are entitled to use the rank spaces

because they are licensed.

Mr Mason asked the questioner to

supply the details and he would look

into the matter and take any action

necessary.

In answer to questions about

green/yellow identifiers, Ms Chapman

told the meeting that she had received

that day the mock-ups for the identi-

fiers and they were shown around the

meeting. Ms Chapman felt there was

need for some small modification

before commissioning their production.

It is hoped that they will begin to be

introduced within the next two months

or so. She was asked if there could be

some public information in tandem

with the identifiers to help the public

understand their purpose. It was

asked if such information could be in

the form of window stickers on the

cab. Ms Chapman promised to look

into this matter.

The TPH “three strikes and out” poli-

cy towards licence offences was ques-

tioned.  The questioner was of the

opinion that it should be “one strike”

and out. Mr Mason pointed out that

such a policy would be applied to taxi

drivers and PH drivers equally and

that as a first time offence such a

penalty would be too harsh.

Ms Chapman was asked if the rank

at Victoria Station could be re-sited? 

Its current location was thought to be

quite dangerous for passengers enter-

ing cabs and allowed touts to operate

freely. Ms Chapman was sympathetic

and promised to raise the matter at

the next rank meeting.

Mr Mason was asked why Mary

Dowde had curtailed the require-

ment for PH offices to obtain plan-

ning permission?

Mr Mason did not wish to discuss the

past but revealed that TPH are sup-

porting the re-introduction of this

requirement and expect this to hap-

pen. Once re-introduced, PH operators

will need to provide proof of planning

permission from the local authority or

written confirmation that no planning

permission is required by the same.

Mr Mason was asked if TFL will

take responsibility for any injuries

sustained by drivers assisting

wheel-chair bound passengers or

to the passengers themselves?

Mr Mason responded that the legal

requirement to accept such hirings are

outside of the TFL/TPH remit and

referred the questioner to the DDA.

Q/  Why are  left-hand drive vehi-

cles allowed PHV licenses and

does this concern Mr Mason?

A/  This is not a problem. Such vehi-

cles are allowed under special circum-

stances and there are currently 25

vehicles with this dispensation. It

applies to specialised vehicles

(stretched limos) that are imported

from the USA and not available from

UK manufacturers.

A member complained about the

level of touting at Heathrow and

offered to take Mr Mason and Ms

Chapman on a tout tour. They accept-

ed the offer.

Ms Chapman was asked for the

reason why the taxi testing system

was being watered down by the

new twice yearly MOT system?

Was it to unify and amalgamate the

taxi/ PH licensing requirements?

Ms Chapman stated that there was

no watering-down in this process.

Currently, 56% of cabs fail their test,

first time. Thus, the introduction of the

MOT system to test for mechanical fit-

ness will raise the mechanical/safety

standard of the fleet. Taxi-specific

items, meters for example, will contin-

ue to be tested annually and separate

from the MOT and will be more cus-

tomer-focussed. No change is envis-

aged in road-side checks. Ms

Chapman also noted that the twice-

yearly testing was at the suggestion of

the taxi trade as part of the negotia-

tions to increase the age limit from 10

to 15 years.  

LCDC 2011 AGM
JOHN AND HELEN GO CLUBBING



Boris demands tougher
action on P.H. touts
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Airport Matters
BY PETER “THE CANNON”

L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP

No news isn’t always good

news, especially at Heathrow

Airport. 

The next gate money discussion

with BAA is due to be held on

Tuesday 7th of June. Following the

meeting, all the trade organisations

have been asked to make written

submissions to BAA, either for or

against increasing the gate money

to £6.64. A revised charge will be

announced by BAA on Monday

11th of July and it will come into

effect on Monday 1st of August. On

average 1,780 drivers pass

through the main feeder parks

every day and currently they pay

£6.30 per trip, including the £0.78

HALT levy that now goes to

HALTS. 

£40,000 Salaries 

HALTS is a stand-alone private

company and totally separate from

the HALT cooperative. The direc-

tors of HALTS are demanding an

increase of five pence on the £0.78

HALT levy, but the LCDC, HATDU,

LTDA and Unite are determined to

stop HALTS from getting more

money. It’s come to light that

salaries of £40,000 plus are being

paid to people who administer

credit card and cab booking servic-

es controlled by HALTS. Heathrow

trade reps have combined their

resources to find out once and for

all if there’s justification for the

£400,000 annual costs of providing

taxi information desks. Their ulti-

mate aim is to persuade BAA that

the £0.78 HALT levy represents the

absolute limit of what drivers are

willing to pay for the desks. BAA

should never have allowed credit

card services and online booking

schemes to have a connection to

the desks. 

BAA is responsible for saddling

Heathrow drivers with the insa-

tiable financial demands of HALTS.

BAA now needs to change direc-

tion and start spelling out to Colin

Evans and his colleagues that their

business projects don’t qualify for a

subsidy from the gate money.

Given the angry mood among

Heathrow drivers, it would be

extremely unwise of BAA to

increase the £0. 78 HALT levy on a

take it or leave it basis. 

Future of the Desks 

The trade organisations have two

clear options regarding the future

of the taxi desks. The first option is

to get rid of the desks altogether, if

it can be shown that they are a

financial burden, rather than an

asset to Heathrow drivers. The

second option, is to retain the

desks and have them manned

exclusively by retired or unfit driv-

ers. But it’s a myth to suppose that

a job on the taxi desks could ever

provide a modest income for a

large number of drivers. There are

few vacancies to be filled and if the

desks are to stay, then there needs

to be some clear-cut rules on who

gets a job. To date, HALTS direc-

tors have had all the say regarding

who works on the desks and what

they get paid. As usual with HALTS

everything’s shrouded in mystery

and half-truths. 

Tout Infestation

Hordes of touts are gaining the

upper hand in Heathrow’s termi-

nals. At least six of the most active

touts are already the subject of pro-

hibition orders, but there aren’t

enough policemen on duty at

Heathrow to arrest them on the

spot and do the paperwork. This is

a farcical situation. BAA and the

Metropolitan Police should be cas-

tigated from the highest level in

Government for jointly allowing the

touting problem at Heathrow

Airport to get out of control.

Reports are coming in from night

drivers who have had to physically

prevent touts from ‘kidnapping’

people standing on the end of the

queues on the ranks. BAA isn’t lis-

tening and Heathrow Police aren’t

listening - even when they can be

found. The Police have allowed the

touting to develop into flourishing

black economy at Heathrow and

however many unpaid taxi mar-

shals are recruited, they are never

going to be able to take the place

of Police officers. 

Booked Jobs and HALTS 

The majority of Heathrow trade

reps and drivers don’t have either a

commercial or political interest in

HALTS the company, but we would

all like to know more about

HALTS’s online booking service.

Drivers want to know who is cover-

ing the bookings taken under the

name of Heathrow Taxis, including

return journeys from town to

Heathrow. On the assumption that

proper records are being kept, it

would be nice to know if HALTS

directors themselves are ‘assisting’

Heathrow Taxis to cover any of

bookings. 

Legal Representation ? 

Heathrow trade reps unanimously

oppose the HALTS regime and

they are backed by the majority of

Heathrow drivers. Everything pos-

sible is going to do be done to get

the HALT cooperative functioning

once again and to claim back the

£400,000 per annum that’s been

flowing to HALTS the company.

There is also a proposal that

£50,000 of the HALT levy should

be set aside every year and used

to pay for a legal professional to

advise the trade at meetings with

BAA, whenever important financial

matters are on the agenda.

Personally, I think it’s an excellent

idea, that certainly merits more dis-

cussion. 

Financial Services Authority 

The FSA explained to the LCDC

early in May, that the FSA has

received a badly worded and

meaningless letter from HALT

executives asking for the coopera-

tive to be 'struck off ’. HALT hasn’t

been sucked up into the bowels of

HALTS the company or deregis-

tered or dismantled. HALT is still

intact and there is absolutely noth-

ing to stop members from exercis-

ing their legal right to appoint a

temporary committee to take over

from the HALT executives who

abandoned the cooperative in

favour of becoming directors of

HALTS. 

Is it possible that HALTS directors

owe the HALT cooperative any

money for the credit card process-

ing business, that HALTS seems to

have temporarily borrowed or

‘inherited’ from HALT ? When small

businesses change hands, they

are normally valued using a formu-

la based on average annual

turnover for the last five years of

trading. This means the original

HALT cooperative’s got to be worth

at least several million pounds to

HALTS ! ! 
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SOUTHERN 
ALARMS
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taxi trade 

organisation

Don’t delay... join today! 
020 7394 5553

London Taxi Hire
TX2s, TX4s

Great deals
Great service
Great backup

Call: 07817 458 565

RearBrake Shoes

Police seek taxi driver

witness to vicious

assault METROPOLI-

TAN Police detectives

want to speak to a

black cab driver who

may have vital informa-

tion about a taxi pas-

senger who was sav-

agely attacked.

The 43 year old man was

seriously assaulted after

he left a bar in the

Charing Cross district of

Central London just after

midnight on April 29. He

met two white males,

described as 5ft 5ins tall

and aged between 20

and 23, and hailed a taxi

after inviting them back to

his home in Lee Green,

South London.

The taxi driver was asked

to stop briefly outside a

24-hour supermarket in

Waterloo Road where the

victim bought a selection

of alcoholic drinks. On

arrival the 43 year old

was violently assaulted in

his home and had several

household items stolen.

The victim is described as

white, 5ft 9ins tall with

short blond hair and

wearing blue jeans and a

dark top and carrying a

blue sports holdall.

Detective constable

Richard Asquith, from the

Lewisham Community

Safety Unit, said; “This

was a nasty assault and

the victim sustained a

fractured skull and bruis-

ing to his face and body.

We believe the taxi driver

who picked up the victim

and suspects can help us

with our enquiries,”

Anyone with information

should call DC Asquith on

020 8284 8406 or

Crimestoppers on 0800

555111.

Police seek taxi driver witness to assault



10 Issue 190 - June 2011

A car and cash have been for-

feited from two men following

arrests made by the MPS Cab

Enforcement Unit, part of the

Transport for London (TfL)

funded Safer Transport

Command (STC).                          

Both men were arrested by the

officers, who were carrying out

operations as part of their ongoing

drive to tackle unbooked minicabs

(also known as touts or illegal

cabs) operating in the Capital.

On 3 October 2010 plain clothed

police officers were carrying out

roadside and compliance checks

on minicabs in New Oxford Street,

WC1, when they came across

Mohammed Ahmed, aged 52, who

was wearing an out of date

London private hire vehicle

licence/ badge. He was arrested

and further checks revealed that

he was uninsured and did not

have a valid MOT certificate. He

was charged and appeared at

Highbury Corner Magistrates

Court on 18 May and found guilty

of being in possession of articles

for use in fraud and being the

holder of a suspended London

PHV Licence. He pleaded guilty to

using a vehicle without third party

insurance and using a vehicle

without MOT certificate. He was

sentenced to 200 hours communi-

ty service, disqualified from driving

for 9 months and fined £100. 

On 7 May 2011, plain clothed

police officers were in Regent

Street, W1, when they were

approached by Nesrut Butt, 36, on

foot, who asked them if they want-

ed a cab. He was arrested and

when searched, officers found

over £300 in sterling and 60

Euros, which they seized. He was

charged with touting for hire and

pleaded guilty at West London

Magistrates Court on 18 May and

fined £200.

In both cases the STC Payback

Unit made successful applications

to the Courts, under Section 143

Powers of Criminal Courts

(Sentencing) Act 2000, requesting

the forfeiture of Ahmed's Vehicle

and the cash seized from Butt. 

Safer Transport Command Chief

Superintendent Sultan Taylor, said:

"The professionalism of the Cabs

Enforcement Unit identified these

two suspects and brought about

their arrests. With the assistance

of the STC Payback Unit, these

men have been deprived of their

property used for, and as a result

of their illegal activity." 

Steve Burton, Director of

Community Safety, Enforcement

and Policing at Transport for

London, said: “These cases high-

light the success of the Safer

Transport Command in targeting

those who break the law by tout-

ing. The sentences handed down

directly target the property used in

or gained from illegal activity and

sends out a strong message to

anyone who touts in the Capital

that we take this issue very seri-

ously. Any minicab journey that

isn’t booked through a licensed

minicab operator is illegal and puts

the travelling public at risk.”

One Less Tout Not

Working For A While!!
Mr Miah was arrested near

Liverpool Street station on 5th

March as part of a covert cab

enforcement operation carried

out by the City Of London

Police. He was charged with

touting.

At court the defendant was found

guilty of touting and having no

valid insurance. He received a

community order which sees him

electronically tagged and under

curfew at his home address

between 23:00 and 07:00 for four

months. His vehicle is subject to

be destroyed under Section 143

(1) of the Powers of Criminal

Courts (Sentencing) Act 2000

which is a power to deprive

offenders of property used for the

purposes of crime. Mr Miah was

also disqualified from driving for 18

months.

Mr Miah was a licensed PHV

driver who was caught touting.

Sentencing is a matter for the

Magistrate but John has contacted

the CPS to see if we can get any

more information on the reasons

that may have contributed to this

very positive court result. The CPS

is reviewing the case file and will

get back to us shortly.

Assets forfeited following Cabs
Enforcement Unit operations
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Those of you who have been

at the game for a long time

would remember this club as

Talk of the Town or part of

Peter Stringfellows nightclub

era. 

Now this club is undertaking a

£35 million pound refit to turn it

into one of the countries top

casinos. 

They are also estimating they

will attract between 16,000 and

20,000 customers a week which

will probably make this one of

the busiest late night venues in

town. 

Last month myself and Jim Kelly

from Unite were invited to the

casino for a walk about and talk

to management staff about get-

ting a rank in Little Newport

Street to service the club. 

The management staff is very

keen to have taxis at their club

and have stated they DO not

want PH drivers parked up tout-

ing at their casino. 

They might have a problem with

rickshaws though that  block up

the Cranbourne Street entrance

to Leicester Square which will be

the side for their VIP entrance to

the casino. 

But room is tight in Little

Newport Street what with a Boris

Bike bay which is about to be

placed at the beginning of the

road making it harder for us to

get a large rank that this venue

deserves. 

I’ve just seen a first draft and It

looks like we might have to

share the rank with parking bays

and the rank will come into play

at 6pm to 6am. 

The casino will also be paying

for the rank to be placed on the

road which works about to

£5000 to £10000 pound, this is

something we are starting to see

now, clubs paying for there own

ranks as Sketch have recently

just paid towards there own

three cab ranks space in

Conduit Street.  

I do have some problems with

shared ranks as Westminster

Parking Enforcement do not

seem to know what the policy is

on dual ranks or any ranks as

the traffic management orders

are not in place to protect us on

many of the ranks in W1 making

it hard for PCN’s to be issued   

TPH has had reports that taxi

drivers are disposing of their

bottles of urine and/or urinating

on the floor of the platform 10

rank at Liverpool Street. 

If drivers continue to do this

Network Rail have said that they

will close the rank completely

since it is on private property. Any

driver seen doing this will also be

banned immediately from using

the rank and will not be allowed in

through the barriers.

Alan’s Angle
Hippodrome Casino

Urine
trouble at
Liverpool
St station

The cab rank on Finsbury pavement has been suspended and moved to the west side of Finsbury Square.

The green hut in Russell Square will be temporally closing soon for the road works and should be re opening in 

mid July.

Drivers Please be aware that WCC have placed a new camera in Berkeley Sq near Hill Street, so please be careful 

when laying up for Annabel's late at night.

Drivers we are starting to hear a few complaints from the residents in around Zuma where we have a good little 

rank working.the residents are complaining of drivers leaving the engines running and urinating up the 

walls. Please let’s not ruin this as we have seen of all the touts from zuma disappear and it turns over a quite bit 

of work for us. 

• Please do not be alarmed if you see the rank from Stratton Street being turned into a bike bay as the rank for the 

Mayfair Hotel will be extended to make up for the loss of the single space.  

News in brief
•
•

•

•
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It goes without saying that traffic is

the blight of our lives, but in many

cases it seems as if it is inflicted on

us by ‘authorities’ who no doubt get

much pleasure from the mayhem

and inconvenience it causes. 

The Woodentops are a good example.

Why do they need to close a major road

for just a minor knock? Is it so they can

saunter around in the middle of the car-

riageway feeling important but doing

nothing of any consequence? If some-

one is killed or seriously injured then fair

enough, the situation calls for a detailed

enquiry into the causes. But we can all

remember when the A4 into town, just

before North End Road, was closed

because a car hit a lamppost with little

injury to the occupants. The car was just

left there while thousands of motorists

had to find another route.

On Monday the 16th May there was a

crash on the elevated section of the M4

going into town. A car had overturned

and they had no choice but to close the

road. At the airport we had all heard

about it and, as I had just picked up a

fare going to Praed Street W2 I decided

to take the A312 and the A40. That’s an

acceptable route from the flyers, any-

way. Even so, I took the trouble to

phone a mate who had just used that

route to get to Sussex Gardens. He

assured me it was clear, so off we went.

Then I hit traffic at Park Royal and sat in

it for around ninety minutes until we

reached Old Oak Common Lane where

the police had closed the road between

there and the Westway. We could go left

or right – two or three cars at a time at

about every third green light because of

the congestion. When I informed a

police officer that the M4 was now down

to one lane and that the traffic on the

A40 must by now be trailing back to

somewhere near Bicester she just

smiled and shrugged. Maybe it was a

serious accident – I don’t know. It was

my fare’s first visit to London and she

paid more than double what the normal

metered fare would have been.

It’s about time Boris laid the law down

to the police by telling them to get the

roads open as soon as possible instead

of acting like over-enthusiastic health

and safety officers.

While he’s at it he could also stop kow-

towing to the utility companies who are

too tight-fisted to pay overtime rates to

its workers with the result that roadworks

now take longer than a visit to the Moon

and are left deserted at weekends.

Whatever happened to his notion of

charging them a daily rate for each lane

of the road they close? Money talks and

would soon put the skids under them if

their delays were costing them, too.

London is losing out because of the

unnecessary congestion caused by

slow road repairs and many business-

men and women from overseas are

missing meetings and deadlines. How

long before they give London the go-by

and take their money elsewhere?

DIESEL PUMPS AT

HEATHROW
Law firm Irwin Mitchell have brokered

a deal between BAA and Mabanaft

Ltd to provide a diesel fuel bunkering

station adjacent to the Feeder Park at

the flyers. 

As there is very little in the way of

passing trade such as vans and lorries it

is obviously targeted at us – a captive

audience, so to speak.

However, I phoned them and they

were very evasive, not being able to tell

me when the pumps would be installed,

whether they would be stand-alone

pumps or manned, what type of diesel

would be on offer or what price it would

be?

From what I have heard this company

usually installs stand-alone pumps and

the fuel is bought via a card system. But

is the card system a top-up card bought

from them or we would we use our own

credit and debit cards? More important,

would there be a way to pay with cash,

as many drivers do not like using credit

or company cards?

Considering that we will be probably

their only customers I would have

expected them to be a bit more accom-

modating with information that prospec-

tive customers would be expected to

ask. The lady I spoke to would not even

give an installation date – it all came

across as very secretive. So, don’t hold

your breath.

A SLOW BOAT 

FROM CHINA?
Reports are coming in from the body

shops that TX panels are getting

rarer than hen’s teeth. A mate had to

wait three weeks for a rear wing and

even then the garage had to bang

out an old damaged one. I wonder

what’s going on.

I phoned the Customer Relations peo-

ple at Coventry and the lovely lady there

took the bother to ring me back to say

they were not aware of any problems.

I’m not trying to paint them in a bad

light but, if there’s a supply problem, let

us know. If we know we can make other

arrangements, such as scouring the

scrap yards for TX’s that are beyond

repair but still have one or two panels

intact. It’s not the ideal way to carry on,

but at least it may get us back to work in

a reasonable time.

Perhaps there’s another reason some

garages are not getting supplies. I don’t

know but, if any garages out there are

experiencing trouble, then let us know

ST. PANCRAS 

RENAISSANCE HOTEL
One of London’s most beautiful

Gothic buildings, the old St. Pancras

Station, is now a hotel and judging

from the work going there from

Heathrow it is destined to be a busy

and a lucrative one.  

The scabs are dying to get in here (if

they haven’t already) so give it some

service if you can.  A mate of mine

recently took a job there from Terminal 5

and as he set down a young American

lady was waiting to be taken back to

Terminal 5! There were no cabs ranked

up so, use it or lose it.

Mind you, he had hassle when leaving

the hotel to get back onto Euston Road

going west. I’m trying to remember how

we did it all those years ago when the

station was operating. But I’m sure you’ll

find a way.

I recently used it myself and the porters

and doorman seem happy to have us

on the rank.

INEFFICIENCY 

AT THE PCO?
The reason I ask is because a fellow

cab driver recently told me of a letter

he received from the PCO. 

It asked him to go for another tread-mill

test – even though he only just complet-

ed one to the PCO’s satisfaction and at

a cost of £270. After a telephone call it

turned out the letter was sent in error

even though it was obvious that the guy

had suffered with a heart problem. You

would have thought the people working

in the PCO office would have a little

more compassion, not to mention com-

mon sense, to send such a letter out

without a thorough check on the circum-

stances first.

Another guy received a letter from the

PCO asking him to fill in a form that was

enclosed with the letter. Unfortunately,

there was no form with the letter so he

phoned them and was promised anoth-

er would be sent. It was – with someone

else’s name on it. You wonder just how

much training these people get – if any

at all.

I was going to compare them with the

Post Office but I must apologise for

even mentioning the PO’s name along-

side the PCO. Yes, the PO queues can

sometimes be a bit long, but at least we

can get to a counter and make eye con-

tact. We don’t seem to be able to that

any more with the PCO.

NOW A GOOD WORD

FOR THE PCO AND TFL
Our AGM in May was attended by

two people who could have a pro-

found effect on our trade – John

Mason of the PCO and Helen

Chapman of TFL. 

To their credit they answered every

question thrown at them without having

prior knowledge of what those questions

might be.

I had been asked to enquire about a

TFL licensed left-hand-drive minicab

seen setting down at Heathrow. The

guys who saw it were a bit surprised

that a LHD vehicle would be passed as

fit for London. They tell me that a phone

call to TFL got the response: ‘What’s

wrong with it, they may want to use

them abroad?’

Helen was aware of the LHD situation

and went on to say that there were fif-

teen LHD vehicles licensed as minicabs

in London. Did that answer my question,

she asked? Well, yes, it did, but it does-

n’t mean I was happy with the reply. I

imagined some poor sod somewhere in

Europe looking for a better life realising

he could ship his old LHD people carrier

over here and more or less start taking

our work straight away. Has the world

gone nuts – or is it just me?

Helen was very gracious and patient

with the throng of taxi drivers facing her

and I think her presence was responsi-

ble for the swearing rate to reduce quite

noticeably, but not entirely. John took all

the digs aimed at him and gave back as

good as he got. He answered every

question professionally and honestly -

especially when the 15-year rule was

brought up – and with a common sense

that is usually missing from someone in

his position. He came across as a

decent, amiable guy who would try his

best to answer a tricky question. Even

so, I wouldn’t want to knock his lager

over. 

Anyway, we greatly appreciated the

fact that John and Helen took time out

to visit us when they could have been

sitting at home with their families. They

left after 10pm to a thoroughly deserved

rapturous applause.

The return of 
The Nut Behind The Wheel 
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Wow…what a fight that was at

the O2, Chunky Vs Groves, an

absolute classic that will go

down alongside Minter Vs

Sibson, Benn Vs Watson, and

the Eubank fights with every-

one! 

We seem to be able to produce

great domestic fights in this

country, and I believe that this

will continue for many years to

come.

KHAN Vs JUDAH
Amir Khan will fight Zab Judah

to unify their belts in one of the

biggest fights of the summer

on July 23rd at the Mandalay

Bay in Las Vegas. 

Many think that Zab is well past

his best, but he is as game as a

beagle and has bags of heart.“ I

got what I wanted” said Zab

Judah…” now it’s time to go to

work”.

Amir will be making the 5th

defence of his belt he won in

July 2009, and is confident of

the upcoming battle.“ Zab`s a

good fighter, he`s strong and fit”

said Amir.

Bernard Hopkins won the

light heavyweight title at the

age of 46 when he beat the

Canadian Jean Pascal to

break George Foreman`s

record as the oldest fighter to

win a world title in history. 

Pundits drooled over his amaz-

ing performance, and he must

be said the guy is an absolute

legend as far as I am  con-

cerned. When quizzed on how

he can carry on with his amaz-

ing boxing journey he said “my

longevity comes from my

lifestyle that has bought me

these months, and these years,

and these fights.”

Since the fight, Bernard has

expressed his desire to get a

fight going with our very own

Joe Calzaghe. 

He even went as far as to say

that he is going to Wales to

bang on his front door and

demand they get it togeth-

er….what passion, and what a

fighter!

Love boxing? Love Buncey

Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax

CHUNKY Vs GROVES:

A CLASSIC IN THE

MAKING

BERNARD HOPKINS REIGNS FOREVER?
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ROYAL ASCOT

By the time this month’s issue

hits the streets both Carlton

House (11/2 advised  star max

bet) will have won the Derby for

her Majesty the Queen and we

may even have had the double

up with our Oaks selection Misty

for Me (16/1 advised 3 star bet).

If that has been the case we can

go into this fabulous meeting

called Royal Ascot with plenty of

ammunition.

On day one in the Queen Anne

Stakes is a fantastic clash between

the amazing French filly Goldikova

and the British hope Canford Cliffs

trained by Richard Hannon.  This is

a real race to savour but my 3 star

bet is Canford Cliffs (5/4) who I feel

is still on the upgrade and can go

on to be one of the best milers in

Europe.

On the same day Frankel cannot

be opposed and will be an odds on

favourite for the St James’s Palace

Stakes.  No bet advised, just watch

and enjoy this amazing horse.

Day two has the most competitive

handicap of the week, The Royal

Hunt Cup over the straight mile.  It

is a very difficult puzzle to solve.

Green Destiny is favourite (10/1),

Point North (14/1) and Samurai

Sword (16/1) go there with strong

claims but the horse I like is the

Willie Haggis trained Fury.

Disappointing in the 2000 Guineas

a handicap mark of 8stone 3lbs

gives him a great chance and at

16/1 is a 2 point win bet.

Day three is Ascot Gold Cup day.

Duncan (12/1) trained by John

Gosdon is improving and cannot be

discounted but I think the race lies

between the Adian O Brien trained

Fame and Glory (5/2) and last

years winner Rite of Passage (7/2)

trained by Dermot Weld.  The pair

met at Leopardstown in the Saval

Beg Stakes where Fame and Glory

won finishing 1 and a quarter

lengths in front of the third placed

Rite of Passage.  Although Fame

and Glory stayed on okay I think

Rite of Passage who was having

his first run of the season will

improve for the run and we know

he stays the 2 and a half miles.  He

will do for me and is a 3 point bet at

7/2.

Day four comprises of several com-

petitive races, many of which do

not have declarations at the time of

printing so we do not have any

selections on day four.

Day five, the final day of the Royal

Ascot 2011, and like last year when

our maximum 5 star bed Star

Spangled Banner obliged at 10/1,

we have a 5 star maximum bet.

Coincidently t comes in the same

race the Golden Jubilee Stakes.  A

very impressive winner at York,

Delegator, this five year old trained

by Saeed Bin Suroor will take all

the beating.  Running over a mile

as a three year old he finished sec-

ond in the 2000 Guineas to the fan-

tastic See The Stars.  Connections

felt he didn’t quite stay a mile last

season and decided to drop him

back to six furlongs at York.  He will

be kept to six furlongs this year and

he has to be my bet of the meeting

and is the 5 star maximum bet

(11/2)

The Hardwick Stakes is always

competitive but I have a good word

to pass on about Sans Frontiers.

Although there are no odds avail-

able yet I recommend a 2 point bet.

So, Be Lucky and don’t give too

much to those awful bookie chap-

pies!

The Marksman
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Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2

TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK

LONDON, SE16 4DG

0207 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................

Your Bank Address:............................................................................

Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 

until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 

until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of LONDON CAB DRIVERS LTD, 

Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG

Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................

Account No:  .....................................................................................

Sort Code: .......................................................................................

Signature: ........................................................................................

Date: ..................................................................................................

Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a

single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab

Drivers Club Ltd,” with today’s date for £56.67 and two post-dated

cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,

The London Cab Drivers Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2

Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 100 Clements

Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................

............................................... Post Code: ......................................

Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................

Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above

information will be kipt by the LCDC in a computer system under the

terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 

matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare

that I have no outstanding PCO of police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

CLUB CLASS 
PACKAGE

AS AN L.C.D.C

MEMBER YOU 

WILL RECEIVE:

� 24 HOUR DUTY 
SOLICITOR  

EXCLUSIVE TO THE 

CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor 

hotline membership card.

Piece of mind 24 hrs of 

the day.

� FULL LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City 

Of London based solicitors

and barristers, experts in 

Hackney Carriage and 

road traffic law.

� COMPLAINTS
AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC,

we will deal with any 

complaint that has been 

made against you by

members of the public.

Also we will attend the

LTPH with you on any

personal appeals that 

would affect your licence.

� HEATHROW AIRPORT
REPRESENTATION
With our reps at the airport

working hard on the 

trades behalf for a fairer, 

and more safer future

at Heathrow.

� RANKS 
AND HIGHWAYS
The LCDC attend the Joint

Ranks committee working 

hard for more ranks and 

more access for the taxi 

trade in London

� CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the 

office for any information

or up to the date news on 

any trade related subject.

� MEDIA AND 
AUTHORITIES
The LCDC is always the 

first to be called when the 

media want the “ Cab 

Trades “ reaction. The 

Chairman is a regular

contributor on LBC, Radio 

London, and the BBC.

We at the Club also

represent the trade at 

meetings with

the Mayors Office, TFL ,

LTPH, Corporation Of 

London, BAA, and all Local

Authorities in the Capital.

� HEALTH CONCERNS
Are you concerned about 

your badge and bill due to

your health? As a member 

of the Club, we can 

alleviate the stress by 

dealing with the 

authorities on your behalf.
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Leroy Reid & Co is a firm of Chartered Certified Accountants and
Registered Auditors established on 1st April 1982 providing
Taxation, Audit and Bookkeeping and Accountancy Services to the
Licensed London Taxi Drivers, small and medium size businesses
and charities. We are committed to putting your interests first,
hence our Mission Statement:

"We work to a standard and not a price"
COST OF SERVICE
Our charges for the following services are £255.00 + VAT.

FEATURES OF THE SERVICE
� Free consultation.
� Preparation of Accounts.
� Completion of Self Assessment Tax Return.
� Submission of completed Tax Return.
� Letters to Building Societies and Banks.
� Confirmation letter regarding Loss of Earnings.

We also have trained staff and associates specialising in all aspects of
the tax system who will be able to efficiently and effectively deal
with all tax issues and Inland Revenue investigations related to the
Licensed London Taxi Driver.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further information.

299 Northborough Road, Norbury, London SW16 4TR
Tel: 020 8764 6675 / 020 8679 4226
Email: leroy@leroyreid.co.uk

LEROY REID & CO 
Chartered Certified Accountants
and Registered Auditors

OFFICE HOURS

Club Office hours are between 10:00am and 5:30pm

each day Monday through Friday.

You can call in to discuss Sickness and Accident Insurance and 

Membership Enquiries, or any complaints and/or summonses incurred 

whilst driving your taxi at work.

You may also telephone for an appointment to speak with an 

Officer of the Club on any of the above matters in the strictest of confidence.

Call 0207 394 5553

0208 732 5525

Also at Devonshire House Stanmore HA7 IJ8
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C&M Taxis
TXI, TXII and TX4

& Fairway Drivers For Rent

�Overhauls
�Servicing & Insurance

repair jobs

All at competitive rates

Call 020 8807 5313
108 River Mead Rd
Lee Valley
Trading East
London 
N18 3QW

K.W. TAXI
SERVICES

UNIT 10 BRYANT AVENUE 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ROMFORD

ESSEX RM3 0BY

01708 373 786

FAIRWAY, TXI, TXII, TX4
Overhauls, Servicing, Repairs
Fitting only LTI Factory Parts

cab rental, best rates,
24hr RAC cover, Fairway, TXI

KEEPING LONDON’S
TAXIS MOVING
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