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This is the first edition of the 
Badge in 2011, and we start this
year carrying from where we left off
in 2010, fighting for the survival of
our trade. I honestly believe that this
coming year will be economically
more severe than last, and I feel
more strongly that it is vital that
every licensed taxi driver joins a
trade organization to help protect all

our futures.

Ex LCDC Chairman 
Takes On Boris 

Former LCDC Chairman Alan Fleming

has been out banging the drum to

raise money to fight the recently

Introduced 15 year age limit for London

taxis. We at the LCDC sincerely hope

that he has more success than

when he lead the Club into the High

Court in a failed bid to stop the intro-

duction of the emission systems being

fitted onto Taxis.

After Alan resigned from the Club, we

then received a legal bill for the case

from our solicitors for £47,000. 

The Sun asks LCDC 
To Support Fuel Protest

The Sun Newspaper has approached

the LCDC to support their campaign in

the reduction of fuel duty. At the time of

the last election members of the LCDC

held a meeting with George Osborne

at the Temple shelter to discuss his

plans if he became Chancellor. One of

his promises was that if the price of

fuel was to rise sharply, he would then

introduce a fuel stabilizer policy in

which he would reduce the tax levy on

fuel. The Sun has mounted a campaign

to keep George at his word……..watch

this space.

Dial-a-Cab: What really happened

In the September and October editions

of the Badge we ran a story concerning

the need for Dial a Cab to possess a

Private Hire Operators Licence (PHOL)

in respect of their Concierge booking

system.

Since then I have been subjected to a

continual barrage of virulent criticism

from Dial a Cab. Their main complaint

is not that I got my facts wrong, but

that I lied, that  I deliberately set out to

publish something that had no basis in

fact.. The Chairman of Dial a
Cab described our article as
‘… complete and utter rubbish
and lies…’ 

I completely reject these allegations.

This is how I came to publish the

article.

For some time I had been aware of a

persistent but unsubstantiated rumour

regarding the need for Dial a Cab to

hold a PHOL. We have an editorial

policy of checking the truth of any story

and so I wrote to London Taxi and

Private Hire seeking clarification. On

the opposite page you can read the

self-explanatory reply I received from

Mr. Mason.

In the circumstances there were no

reasons for us not to publish the story.

Editorial
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The letter confirming that 
DAC required a Private Hire

Operating License
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A taxi driver operating a
school run service was hired
despite a string of convic-
tions for sexual assaults, an
investigation by the Local
Government Ombudsman
reveals today.
His history only came to light

after he had sexually assaulted

a vulnerable boy who he was

driving to school. 

The driver, employed by a pri-

vate taxi company hired by the

London Borough of Camden,

was given a clean record after

checks had been made with the

Criminal Records Bureau. It

gave him an enhanced certifi-

cate giving him the green light

to work with children. 

What it had failed to uncover

was that he had a list of criminal

convictions overseas and had

even been the subject of an

arrest warrant. 

A report by the Ombudsman

criticises Camden Council for

the way it handled the outsourc-

ing of its school transport serv-

ice – and found it guilty of mal-

administration. It recommended

the authority pay £1,000 in com-

pensation to the boy's mother

for the distress that had been

caused, plus £220 for her costs

in pursuing the case. 

Dr Jane Martin, the Local

Government Ombudsman said:

“The complainant will always be

left with some doubt that the

council could have done more

to protect her child.” 

She added that the mother

“has brought some important

issues into the public domain”. 

The report outlines how - in

November 2008 – the boy had

told his mother he had been

sexually assaulted and the driv-

er had give him sweets in

return. 

He had been driven to school

in the company of an escort – a

dinner lady employed by the

council. 

The driver was sentenced to

an indeterminate prison sen-

tence as a result with a recom-

mendation he serve no less

than two-and-a-half years. No

criminal action was taken

against the escort – although

she cannot now be found. 

The report uncovered that the

driver had been the subject of a

CRB check in May 2006 - and

was given a temporary license. 

In August, the CRB apologised

for delays in dealing with the

check but failed to disclose this

was because information was

“in conflict”. An enhanced CRB

certificate was issued in

December. 

Regulations insist all applicants

for driving jobs have to state

whether they have lived in any

country other than the UK in the

past two or three years and sup-

ply a “certificate of good con-

duct” from that country if they

have. However, the report

acknowledges that the residen-

cy question “relied upon the

honesty of the applicant”. 

Camden Council, it says has

now amended its procedures to

ensure that all agencies working

for it insist on having references

covering their past five years of

employment. 

The Crown Prosecution

Service is now investigating the

way the CRB handled the crimi-

nal record check. 

“This investigation has high-

lighted a number of learning

points which have implications

for councils and their contrac-

tors,” said Dr Marti

CRB failure leads to PH driver
sexually assulting school boy

Further to our brief conversation a moment ago, please find

below a statement from Transport for London on this issue.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further

information. 

A Transport for London spokesperson said: 

“Passenger safety is our top priority.  Every person that applies

to be a licensed taxi or private hire driver must undergo an

enhanced Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) check.  If they are

licensed they must complete a further enhanced CRB check

every three years when they renew their licence.  

“The private hire driver in question was subject to an enhanced

CRB check before he was granted a private hire license.  The

check did not identify his previous convictions.  The reasons for

this are subject to a separate investigation by the Independent

Police Complaints Commission.

“The driver’s private hire license was immediately revoked when

we learnt of his previous convictions.” 

Kind regards

Dan Maskell | Head of Desk | Surface Press Desk                   

response... response...

What a joke, what a sham, and what a terrible thing to happen

to young innocent boy.

Camden Council should hang their heads in shame...but we

know they won’t.

We at the LCDC say that NO Private Hire Driver should be

issued with a licence until a full CRB check has been made. 

If he has come from another country where it is impossible to

obtain the truth regarding his background. 

NO Licence should be issued, and the "honesty policy" where

the CRB relies on the applicants to tell the truth about their past 

background should be terminated.

How many other sexual predators are working as PH drivers

picking up women and vunerable children who has not been 

"honest" about their sordid past?

Grant Davis - Chairman



Between January and December
2010, over 12,000 people died in
drug-related violence in Mexican
towns and pueblos situated near
the US border. Mexico’s Attorney-
General describes the huge number
of deaths as ‘regrettable‘, but
insists that police and security
forces are succeeding in the battle
against the drugs gangs. If 12,000
violent deaths are the price of suc-
cess, how many thousands of
deaths would be regarded as the
price of failure ? 
Just recently Heathrow police issued

some Mexican style facts and figures

relating to the war against taxi touts

who infest Heathrow’s passenger ter-

minals. Presumably the intention is to

convince taxi drivers that the touting

problem at Heathrow is under control.

Admittedly, Heathrow isn’t a Mexican

border town and the touts in the termi-

nals don’t carry semi-automatic

machine pistols. Nevertheless, the

publication of statistics on touting won’t

do anything to convince streetwise taxi

drivers that the battle against the touts

is actually being fought by Heathrow

Police, let alone being won. Despite

the heavy fines and convictions for

driving and insurance offences, the

minicab touts are still a dominant

group of petty criminals operating in

the terminals. What we want from

Heathrow police are not statistics on

touting, but a reassuring statement

that passengers in the terminals can

go about their business without con-

stantly being confronted and pestered

by minicab touts. 

In the LCDC‘s experience, it seems

to be impossible to get a Heathrow

policeman holding the rank of

Inspector or above to say anything offi-

cial about the use of unpaid taxi mar-

shals to patrol the terminals. Senior

Heathrow police officers haven’t dis-

cussed the touting problem with the

trade and the police need to give frank

answers to questions about any police

manpower problems. If there is a man-

power shortage , the police should be

expected to explain whether or not

such a shortage could be made good

with an injection of money from airport

operator BAA. What would be unac-

ceptable to the LCDC, would be to

hold a discussion on the touting prob-

lem only to find that attending police

officers didn’t have the authority to

debate why BAA should or shouldn’t

be expected to pay for more police-

men. If after discussions with the

police about tackling the touting prob-

lem, the trade concludes that matters

are not going to improve, then it would

be open to the trade to make repre-

sentations to the Police Commissioner.

As stated in the December issue of the

Badge, BAA proudly announced that it

has made a £4 million saving on secu-

rity costs at Heathrow. The taxi trade’s

case to put before the Commissioner

would be quite simply that unpaid taxi

marshals are trying to keep touts out

of the passenger terminals and in

these times of heightened national

security it’s a job that trained police

officers should be doing. 

For several years Heathrow Police

have allowed PC Nick Bate to act as

their spokesman on the whole issue of

touting. With all due respect to the

constable, it’s unlikely that he has the

authority to concede that the root

cause of blatant touting in the termi-

nals is due to BAA’s refusal to pay for

more policemen. The Freedom of

information Act has been used several

times to get senior Heathrow police

officers to express a view on the use

of taxi drivers to patrol the terminals.

Although official responses from the

police are nearly always ambiguous

and guarded, they clearly confirm that

the police haven’t discussed the mar-

shalling scheme or the marshals’ so-

called Service Level Agreement at a

formal and minuted meeting with the

taxi trade. 

If any trade organisation or individual

trade rep wants to put forward a contrary

view about the absence of discussions

on touting with senior Heathrow Police

officers, then we’d all like to hear about

any meetings and what was said by

whom. Heathrow drivers would especial-

ly like know why the marshals’ Service

Level Agreement, doesn’t attempt to give

marshals permission to by-pass the two

taxi feed parks. By referring to docu-

ments and letters on taxi trade files it can

also be seen that qualified legal opinion

has never been sought to confirm that

BAA can reward taxi marshals for their

services, by granting them permission to

ignore taxi byelaws. 

Until the trade organisations, can get

together with BAA and Heathrow

police to discuss fundamental legal

issues relating to the taxi marshalling

scheme, the LCDC remains of the

view that the marshals are doing a

temporary job to make up for a Police

manpower shortage and BAA should

be compelled to pay the marshals for

their services. 
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Airport Matters
BY PETER “THE CANNON”

L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP



Issue 186 - February 2011 7

Dial-a-Cab’s annual report
makes gloomy reading
DARRYL COX

The latest Annual Report from 
Dial a Cab makes depressing and
uncomfortable reading: a loss of 
revenue and a decline in membership
is exacerbated by a lack of vision or
plan for the future from an ageing
Board of Management.

For the second year running turnover

is down and this has forced the Board to

make some dramatic cuts in expendi-

ture, much being made of £1 million of

savings. Staff costs have been reduced

by £600.000 and other operating costs

by £200,000. Just how many staff have

lost their jobs is not clear nor is the

impact this may have upon the efficient

delivery of services to customers. As a

consequence the Board are able to

show a surplus of £336,000.

However admirable these cuts are they

can only be imposed once. 

The Chairman claims credit for having

just over £6 million cash in the bank. At

face value this would seem reassuring;

however its actual value is more illusory.

Firstly, £1 million of this cash belongs to

members in the form of their roller bond

and would ultimately have to be repaid.

Additionally, there are rules restricting

the uses to which the funds can be put.

What then of the remaining £5 million? 

According to the Chairman this

money,’… will enable us to finance

future capital expenditure.’ A paragraph

later he claims this fund is also to be

deployed, ‘. .. to combat any downturn

and  ensure your Society remains in

good health.’  While there is no mention

of what capital expenditure is planned,

there is a reference later in the Report

to the promised introduction of new

terminals to replace the current 14 year

old system.

Typically there are no costs or

timescales mentioned and no provision

in the accounts for research and devel-

opment, but an idea of what may be

involved can be found in the latest

accounts of London’s most successful

radio circuit, Com Cab (who on a

turnover of over £50 million made a

profit of £2.2 million).  To quote from

their Directors’ Report,

‘The company continues to invest in

research and development and 2010

sees the company rollout of its next gen-

eration order taking, despatch and billing

system in which it has invested £4.5 mil-

lion.’

For Dial a Cab to be able to compete,

which it must in order to survive, would

mean its cash reserves would disap-

pear.

Finally, and most ominously, there is
no mention of Mr Rice’s pride and joy,
Concierge.  As usual there are, of
course, no operating details. In 
previous years the Chairman has
extolled the virtues and contribution
Concierge makes to the Society.
Critics of the scheme have always
argued that it would become a 
financial burden as well as taking work
away from its members.  Is this year’s
silence the first public acknowledge-
ment that this is now the reality.

After a decade of the same Board, and

on the eve of their re-election, I am not

very hopeful for the future 

well-being of a once great and proud

society.

Addison Lee to 
replace Com Cab 
at Goldman Sachs?

DANNY SULLIVAN

In the past few month’s it has been
brought to the Clubs attention that
former Managing Director of Com
Cab (Mike Galvin) , who now works
with Addison Lee, has been seen
coming and going from Com Cabs
most profitable account in the city,
“ Goldman Sachs.” 

This was confirmed on Thursday 13th

January at 10pm, when Mr Galvin and his

associates were seen watching the activi-

ties of the Com Cab Drivers picking up

Goldman Sachs employees until

11.30pm. I approached Mr Galvin and

asked if the rumours were true and that

Addison Lee had gained a contract to

service Goldman Sachs.

His reply was “ No Comment! “

Drivers on Com Cab have serviced this

account, we believe for over 10 years

and would surely like to know if Addison

Lee has acquired Goldman Sachs, and if

so, how come? In years gone by Com

Cab/ Dial a Cab/ and Radio Taxis, have

all seen Addison Lee, and other Major

players in the PH industry, slowly attack

their accounts,” Barclays, Allen & Overy,

Clifford Chance Deutsche Bank ,

Rothschild,’ what next.? Those of you out

there driving for the Radio Circuits have

all heard them say in the past “we must

work with the PH”….really?  

Now, it is the P.H with their feet firmly in

the doors of all the accounts, and we in

the licensed trade wait with the begging

bowl for the jobs they do not want. 

All you Taxi Drivers are paying subscrip-

tions every month to be on these Circuits,

and for what? When you complain, or

voice your concerns, in some cases you

end up being slung off.. After making

Millions from the Drivers in the past, your

reward for your services is a Christmas

pudding or a T-Shirt.

Now is the time for all you drivers to

wake up and realise that you are becom-

ing the luxury item on the Circuits. The

ball is now in your court if you want to

have some kind of future.

But I wo`nt hold my

breath………………Dan De Vito

Addison Lee’s Mike Galvin observes Com Cab’s operations
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Ricky Waller
LCDC youngest 
member

In these cold winter months of
the New year there is not much
for the humble taxi driver to look
forward to. Worrying work levels
are no antidote to the hangover
of Christmas left on our credit
cards. 

This paired with the unpredictable

economic climate and we are left in

very unsettled times. The attack con-

tinues with the motorist being used as

a tax cow by the government. The

highest fuel duties in Europe, enor-

mous road tax based on European

emission levels, etc. And the persistent

day to day war of road works on our

streets. 

All of these factors have a huge

impact on our daily lives and make an

already difficult job harder. As individ-

ual issues they need to be debated but

they are as easy to answer as conun-

drums wrapped up in enigmas. To

many international and national factors

are involved to get a simple layman’s

answer or a decision to cut costs

across the board.

However there is another attack on

us that I have not mentioned. It affects

us all daily basis and can be only

described as legalised extortion from

the numerous councils in London. The

PARKING TICKET, PCN, CCTV FINE

OR WHAT EVER YOU WOULD LIKE

TO REFER TO THEM AS? How dis-

heartening is it when the correspon-

ding letter comes through your letter

box or the dreaded call from your

lease company informing you of the

£60- £120 they want from you ASAP.

We have all been issued a parking

ticket for doing our job and if you are

in the lucky 1% who haven’t then give

your self a pat on the back from me.

This is the only area that we can fight

back. We have the appeals process

and the increasing knowledge of the

scams they use. A successful appeal

can save us vital cash in this climate. I

have listed the top 10 scams that are

currently being applied by traffic

wardens and councils alike.

1
. The ghost or phantom parking

ticket - parking attendants ille-

gally issuing tickets after a vehi-

cle has driven away and claim it was

put on the vehicle. since the intro-
duction of cameras for parking
attendants to photograph the PCN
on the vehicle they have found it
more difficult to get away this this
scam until someone came up with
the "bright" [sic] idea to say "There
is no photograph because I gave it
to the driver who/drove off/tore it
up/threw it at me." These cons are
now very frequent so watch out!

2
. Parking wardens confirming to

a driver that it's "okay to park

here", the driver returns to find

parking ticket issued. 

3
. Giving tickets to vehicles 

legally loading and unloading or

delivering.

4
. Giving parking tickets to 

drivers assisting disabled, infirm

or ill passengers into or out of a

vehicle.

5
. Supervisors and managers

and traffic wardens cancel

tickets for their friends and

councillors.

6
. Traffic wardens do not report

parking meters that are not

recording the time correctly.

They then issue parking tickets to

vehicles parking there. 

7
. New parking signs with new

times are hidden behind the old

signs.

8
. The councils who claim they

never received your appeal

even when you have their

receipt!!! We know who they are!

9
. Councils do not follow the

appeals procedure and auto-

matically send out letters turning

down an appeal. 

Attendants know which parking

meters are to be suspended. They

allow vehicles to park there, then

suspend the bay and issue a parking

ticket

If you have been 

subjected to these

scams or any other

hash parking tickets?

You should follow the appeals process.

The effort required and the impending

fine does seem to put people off. But

until the laws are reformed on how

these rouges operate this is our only

option. 

View of a ‘butter boy’

10.

Better still, for just 50p a day join the London Cab Driver’s
Club and receive first class representation on these 

and other matters
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Just
before Christmas NSL,
parking contractors for
Westminster City Council
(WCC), started enforcing a
left turn only from Lower
James St into Brewer St
using any one of their
seven mobile camera car
units. Many vehicles that
went straight over received

a
pcn (nearly 400 in
December alone which rep-
resents nearly £48k in
fines), even though we
have being going straight
on into Sherwood St for
many years. 

Here's an update from

WCC's Martin Lowe regarding

the junction "The signs located

in Lower James Street on the

approach to its junction with

Brewer Street were intended to

indicate that drivers were enter-

ing an eastbound one way

street, but have been confused

with a turn left arrow. The signs

at this junction have already

been replaced with temporary

"No right turn" signs to remove

this confusion and permanent

replacement signs have been

ordered and should be up by

mid February 2011". It turns out

that not only were the signs

confusing and just plain wrong,

WCC were enforcing a turn they

had no right to enforce accord-

ing to the Traffic Management

Order (TMO). 

Like many other representa-

tives from orgs/unions, I was

looking into this farce, but a lot
of the credit goes to the
NoToMob who are the motor-
cyclists who you may have
seen following WCC $camera
cars around. They are all vol-
unteers who have identified
various favourite haunts for
the $camera cars, where it
appears that the signage
and/or road layout is either

confusing, inadequate,
improper or all three, which
gives the $camera cars ample
opportunity to target con-
fused drivers with £120 fines
which are delivered through
the post a week later. 
They were way ahead of the

game regarding the TMO for

Golden Sq, and they actually

emailed me the TMO while I

was waiting for Westminster to

supply it. I know WCC are not

happy with the NotoMob's

actions as they are costing

WCC thousands in lost rev-

enue. In fact WCC should be

thanking the NoToMob as they

are helping them achieve their

stated aim in accordance with

the Secretary of State’s request

for "100 percent compliance

with no penalty charges".Let's

hope they succeed. 

Martin Low City Commissioner

of Transportation has stated

any taxi driver who has

received a penalty charge

notice will be entitled to a

refund, that's all well and good

but what about the unsuspect-

ing public who has also been

Alan’s Angle
No More ROBIN at Sherwood St

Abacus still does not add up!
Well the rank at Abacus as
finally arrived after about a
3 year wait and it’s totally in
the wrong place its a 2 cab
rank only were Abacus
needs at least a 6 cab rank.
This seems to me the corpora-

tion have chucked us this scrap

hoping it will shut us up ,it will

certainly keep the touts happy

that illegally ply for hire here as

the taxis are so far away they

will nick the punters before they

get a chance to approach the

cab on point.I’m all for new

ranks being appointed but the

trouble is if there not sited prop-

erly they wont get used this as

been a problem in the past.

The touts are not scared of any

enforcement at this establish-

ment as the wardens go home

at 7.30pm and only work up to

11.30pm on Friday and

Saturdays and the police seem

to struggle to clamp down on the

touting and they say they can’t

enforce the double yellows, but

the City Of London web site

says different “The City of

London Police may observe a

contravention which they consid-

er should be enforced. In these

circumstances, the Police Officer

will prepare a witness statement

which will be passed to the City

of London for enforcement. A

PCN will then be issued to regis-

tered keeper of the vehicle.

Photographs of the vehicle com-

mitting the contravention will not

be available in these circum-

stances”.

So if the wardens are tucked up

in bed why ain’t the police up

holding the law and issuing tick-

ets en masse to the scabs

parked on the double yellows sit-

uated outside ABACUS.

The only reason I can see why

they have put us so far back is

to use the zig zags to stop us

over ranking.

NoToMob at work
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Southern alarms 
launch 100%  memory foam
Southern Alarms based in Barnham
Street in SE1 have just launched a
revolutionary “ 100% memory foam”
for their new range of front seats. If
anyone has seen the adverts on
national television for the Tempu
bed mattress then you will have a
good idea how the seats will work.
“ These seats will give a unprecedented

level of comfort and support to

the driver…..we have invested a lot of time

and money to achieve this

superior foam”.

Now Boris has agreed to a 15 year life

span for taxis many drivers have

decided to give their TX1 a new lease of

life.

At Southern Alarms, they hold a fantastic

array of seat coverings in either

leather cloth or vinyl, and a wide range of

interior carpets, and also run a running

repair service.

If you bring your taxi in for a major interior

overhaul then a loan cab will

be provided whilst the work is undertaken.

SOUTHERN ALARMS : 

0207 403 3002

L.C.D.C
LEADERS NOT FOLLOWERS
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DANNY SULLIVAN

Over the last two months, the
Police Enforcement and
LT&PH Compliancehave been
busy.
Taxis Inspected:  2747 with 169 

vehicles unfit. PH Inspected: 

1706 with 136 vehicles unfit.

The main reason for Taxis and PH

being found unfit for service at 

thistime of year is Tyres, especially

when we should be keeping an eye

on them, especially with the bad

weather that we have been having

lately.

It also seems that a lot of Taxis

and PH Drivers are not wearing

their Badges / photo I’d, and if

caught you will be sent a letter and

this attached to your file, so always

wear them fells. Private hire drivers

have been parking on TAXIS

RANKS; this is illegal and should be

reported.

The Police and LT&PH have also

been out and about in High Profile

joint Operations, in the City &  West

End, figures for Private Hire drivers

having their licences revoked, from

16th Nov to the 9th Jan is 46, this is

still subject to a appeals process.

It seems the Suburban yellow

badge Drivers are getting lost again

and are being caught out of their

Areas. From 14th Nov to 8th Jan a

total of 43 are being dealt with, all

have been sent letters as they were

first time offenders. One Yellow

Badge Driver is being taken to court

for wearing a Stolen (green) Badge,

he is currently being done for,

(HANDLING STOLEN GOODS AND

FRAUD).

Enforcement and compliance

ALAN MCGRADY

Enforcement of average
speed cameras on A13 to
begin on 31 January
Site of more than 400 collisions

will be the first place in UK where

average speed cameras enforce

speed limit along a major urban

road

New upgraded system will help

reduce road collisions and improve

traffic flow through east  London

An average speed camera sys-

tem, the first of its kind in the UK,

will begin operating between

Canning Town and the Goresbrook

Interchange on the A13 from 31

January to help reduce the number

of deaths and serious injuries on

this stretch of road; notorious for

collisions.

In agreement with the

Metropolitan Police and local bor-

ough councils, TfL is introducing

the new system at this site as it

sees a higher amount of collisions

than is usual for London’s roads.

Between 2007 and 2009, there

were 426 collisions on this stretch;

resulting in two deaths and 37 seri-

ous casualties.

More than 70 per cent of those

collisions involved cars or goods

vehicles and it is hoped the intro-

duction of these new speed cam-

eras will reduce collisions by

around 30 per cent.

The new camera system will

replace the existing fixed and

mobile safety cameras along the

stretch of road. As well as reducing

the number of people killed or

harmed on the road, it is also

hoped this system will reduce con-

gestion caused by collisions, help-

ing to further smooth traffic flow.

Road collisions are responsible

for around 28 per cent of conges-

tion in London. Studies by TfL

show that collisions along the

stretch of A13 from Canning Town

flyover to Goresbrook Interchange

can take up to seven hours to be

cleared, with the average time

being around two hours per colli-

sion. 

A total of 84 cameras, based at

37 locations, will monitor the speed

of vehicles as they drive along part

or all of the Canning Town to

Goresbrook Interchange section of

the A13. If the average speed for a

vehicle along the stretch of the

road they drive along is above the

speed limit, the owner of the car

will be issued with a Notice of

Intended Prosecution (NIP) by the

Metropolitan Police.

In preparation for the system

going live on 31 January, the

speed limit will be raised from

40mph to 50mph on the section of

the A13 to the east of the Canning

Town Flyover and the Goresbrook

Interchange in the London bor-

oughs of Newham and Barking &

Dagenham. 

The increase in speed limit fol-

lows a review of the dual three

lane design of the A13, which

showed that a 50mph speed limit is

appropriate for this stretch of road.

The speed limit across the Lodge

Avenue and Canning Town

Flyovers will remain as they cur-

rently are.

David Brown, Managing Director

of Surface Transport at TfL, said:

“Road safety in the Capital is

something that the Mayor and TfL

take extremely seriously and this

new average speed camera sys-

tem along the A13 is not only a first

for London, but a first for the UK.

“Once active, the upgraded safety

camera system will help significant-

ly reduce the number of collisions

that occur along this stretch of

road, resulting in fewer serious

casualties and reduced collision-

related traffic congestion in the

local area.”

PC Simon Wickenden of Chadwell

Heath Traffic Management Unit

said: “We fully support both the

increase in the speed limit and the

average speed camera system on

the A13. Experience elsewhere has

shown that average speed cam-

eras increase road safety and at

the same time better regulate traf-

fic flow.

“We believe the speed limit is

more appropriate for a dual car-

riageway like this and the potential

reduction in collisions would mean

fewer lengthy road closures as the

necessary investigations take

place.”

A13 speed 
cameras switched 
on. Be careful!
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Walker on the march....
-

Micky Walker
LCDC Member

So, Bozzer has made the decision
that from 2012 onwards, no cab
will receive a new licence if it is 15
years or older. Originally, his pro-
posal was that this should be 10
years, not 15. 

However, the LTDA prepared a report

and the UTG presented it in order to

argue that a 15 year limit was more

appropriate as the difference between

the two proposals would make little dif-

ference to air quality while having huge

financial implications for our trade. It

would appear that Boz accepted this

argument, hence the final result. While

nobody could describe this outcome as

a success for our trade, it has mitigated

what would have been a catastrophe

had a 10 year limit been imposed.

There are many that are critical of the

UTG approach and I was of the opinion

that any limit should only apply to new

cabs. Many think the UTG should not

have accepted any limitation. However,

due to the weight of evidence the UTG

felt that they could not have succeeded

with such demands and reluctantly, I

would have to agree with them. While

the criticism of the UTG approach is

understandable, if they had not inter-

vened we would now be facing a 10

year limit.

Bozzer’s decision has led to doom and

gloom predictions that are little more

than scare-mongering. The first is that

the manufacturers will not be able to

replace the aged cabs being taken out of

the fleet. Not true. Of the current fleet,

there will be 2,493 cabs that if still on the

road, will be immediately taken off at the

start of 2012. Then, throughout the year

another 1009 will go, making a grand

total of 3,592 cabs during the course of

the year. LTI could produce around

2,500 per year before getting into bed

with the Chinese. They can probably

produce more now but in any case, they

are currently selling around 1,000 cabs

per year. The Vito are currently selling

around 400 cabs per year and their pro-

duction is only limited by the amount of

conversions they can do on the Vito. In

short, the manufacturers can easily cope

with any anticipated demand increase.

Two more predictions, often by the

same people, are that the resale value

of cabs will hit rock bottom and cab rents

will soar. Some also say that there will

be a return to the journeyman system,

where drivers pay a percentage of their

takings to the renting garage. 

The journeyman theory is tosh. When

that system, was in place, the majority of

drivers could not afford to buy as they

required a 10% deposit, PCO permission

and as most did not own their own

homes and so could not easily obtain

credit. If they could get past the credit

hurdle, they then faced a long waiting list

for a new cab. Today, credit rules have

changed and the majority of drivers are

homeowners. Hence, they can place an

order for a cab and drive it away in a

couple of weeks for a down payment of

one month’s loan instalment. Would you

do that or hand over 60% of your tak-

ings? I think it’s called a no-brainer.

As for the other two predictions, only

one can prevail but not both. If there is a

shortage of cabs then rents will go up

but so will the resale value of cabs. If

there is no shortage of cabs then resale

values will go down but rents will at

worst, stay as they are. This is the case

because a driver will weigh the cost of

renting against owning. If renting

becomes relatively more expensive than

owning, then some renters will buy cabs

and vice versa.

Now let’s look at the facts. First off, for

those owners that would have wished to

keep a cab that will be forced off the

road, a 15 year limit is a tragedy. I can

rationalise that forever and it won’t make

a scrap of difference to them, especially

for those that have LPG cabs that are

less polluting than new diesel cabs.

Surely, there is a case for exempting

LPG cabs from the age limit? This would

also give an opportunity to drivers to

install an LPG drive unit rather than

scrap their older cabs.

Judging by the make up of the current

fleet, there is marked natural wastage of

cabs of 13 years and older. If natural

wastage is consistent with the current

trend then of the 3,592 cabs that will

come off in 2012, two thirds of them

would have gone irrespective of

Bozzer’s ruling.

Also, the over all cost will have a mini-

mal effect on the tariff. The current fleet

has a value of around £250 million. The

value of the cabs due to come off the

road during 2012 is around just 0.6% of

that total value. The ongoing annual cost

of the limit will be less than one third of

one percent. This is just one part of the

cost index that determines our tariff and

repairs and maintenance are another.

Other things equal, cabs cost more to

maintain as they get older and so a

reduction in maintenance costs could be

expected to off-set the increase in the

cost of cabs, to some degree. However

it pans out, the increase in the tariff to

compensate our trade for the additional

cost of upgrading the fleet will be fairly

minimal and at the end of the day it is

the customers that pay for this and not

us.

That’s not to say that is fair though.

Those drivers that have their cabs forced

off the road will bear the most cost and

so will be under-compensated by any

tariff increase, while the majority of driv-

ers will be over-compensated by this.

Finally, we have to see that there is an

upside to this. In isolation, the 15 year

limit means that the fleet will be upgrad-

ed. It will be newer. The vehicle technol-

ogy will be more current. This will

enhance our image. There will be those

that say a well-looked after, older cab is

more presentable than many newer

cabs. While this is true, it is also true

that a well-looked after 5 year old cab

will look better than a well looked after

20 year old cab.
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Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax

London’s only independent 
taxi trade organisation

Don’t delay... join today! 020 7394 5553

A personal view from 
an LCDC member
GAVIN WALKER

My reply or answer to
the proposed M.O.T.
system that Boris wants
is simple : our overhaul
and inspection is just as
Iconic as the purpose
built vehicle that we
drive. Practically every
Londoner is aware of
the stringent inspection
that our cabs go

through, to make them
road worthy, and it is for
this that makes us so
unique and worlds apart
from private hire.
But I would like to tell

John Mason you’re miss-

ing the point. “ I do not

want to follow the same

simple process as private

hire vehicles”. In fact the

majority of the trade would

like to keep our annual

inspection so that we will

remain to keep our stan-

dards high.

An M.O.T. for a taxi is

one step backwards for

the trade and one step

forwards to becoming pri-

vate hire. No Thanks!

And where do we go

from here, I hear you ask?

Maybe a trip to Trafalgar

Square springs to mind.



14 Issue 186 - February 2011



Issue 186 - February 2011 15

ALL ROADS
LEAD TO 
CHELTENHAM

As we enter the month of
February the last of the
Cheltenham Clues will be of
keen interest to punters. There
are two big races in February;
one in Newbury in the form of
the Totesport Trophy
(February 12th) over 2m½f and
is for top handicap hurdlers,
the other is across the Irish
Sea and is the Irish Hennessy

Gold Cup at Leopard South
(February 16th) and is for top
chases.
We’ll start with the “Totesport

Trophy” – one of the most com-

petitive races of the season, it is

always run at a blistering pace.

One of the horses that should be

suited to this is TOCCA FERRO.

Trained by Miss Emma Lavelle,

this 6 year old gelding has won

twice this season, with one of his

most impressive being his latest

win at Newbury, where he was

value for his 2½ length victory.

The word from the Levelle yard

is that he is called “the Ferrari”

and it should be noted that she

has entered him for the

Champion Hurdle at Cheltenham

(latest odds 9/1).

David Pipe is always a trainer

to be feared in these big handi-

caps and he has two entries: last

years runner up RONALDO DES

MOTTES (latest odds 16/1) and

the unexposed NOTUS DE LA

TOUR (latest odds 16/1) and no

doubt they will have their sup-

porters. However, I think a horse

with a really big chance is the

Willie Mullins trained FINAL

APPROACH. This Irish Raider

was very impressive, winning the

MCR Hurdle at Leopardstown

and with a low weight will take all

the beating (Latest odds 10/1).

Finally, last year’s winner GET

ME OUT OF HERE carries a lot

more weight this year, but is a

very progressive horse, however

I think Jonjo O’Neil’s horse will

find one or two too good for him

this time. 

Selection: 
2pts win FINAL APPROACH 
Now on to the Irish Hennessy

Gold Cup (Leopardstown), a very

competitive race in which PAN-

DORAMA, the likely favourite,

will miss the race, due to injury.

DUKE OF DULCOTE, trained by

Paul Nicholls, was a good winner

at Newbury last time and is a

worthy favourite (Latest odds

13/8) - after all, Paul Nicholls

does not send them over to

Ireland for the fresh air! MONEY

TRIX (Latest odds 8/1), was sec-

ond to PANDORAMA in the

Lexus Chase at Leopardstown

and JONCOL (latest odds 3/1)

was a close third. JONCOL won

this race last year, when beating

COOLDINE in a photo finish. He

has a big chance. COOLDINE

has not fired this season but on

his best form, I’ll take a chance

with him. 

Selection: 
2pts win COOLDINE 
(latest odds 10/1)
Next month will be a “bumper

Cheltenham Special”. Remember

last year, we showed a 20pt

profit to a 1pt stake. Anyway, be

lucky and don’t give too much

money to those awful bookie

chappies!

The Marksman
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For the best in
home made 
Italian cooking

72 St John St, EC1
Tel: 020 7253 1907

Tasty Café

Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2

TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK

LONDON, SE16 4DG

0207 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................

Your Bank Address:............................................................................

Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 

until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 

until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of LONDON CAB DRIVERS LTD, 

Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG

Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................

Account No:  .....................................................................................

Sort Code: .......................................................................................

Signature: ........................................................................................

Date: ..................................................................................................

Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a

single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab

Drivers Club Ltd,” with today’s date for £56.67 and two post-dated

cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,
The London Cab Drivers Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2
Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 100 Clements
Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................

............................................... Post Code: ......................................

Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................

Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above

information will be kipt by the LCDC in a computer system under the

terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 

matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare

that I have no outstanding PCO of police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

Pasta, chicken, 
meatballs, lamb, pork escalopes,

sirloin steaks a speciality

MEALS
£6.50 INCLUDING TEAS AND 

COFFEES
£8.00 SIRLOIN STEAK DINNERS

PLASMA TV FOR 
ALL FOOTBALL

L.C.D.C LEADERS NOT FOLLOWERS

L.C.D.C MEMBERSHIP FORMS

p 24 HR DUTY SOLICITOR

p FULL LEGAL COVER

p P.C.O COMPLAINTS

p P.C.N’s 

All just for 50p a day
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Leroy Reid & Co is a firm of  Chartered Certified Accountants and
Registered Auditors established on 1st April 1982 providing Taxation,
Audit and Bookkeeping and Accountancy Services to the Licensed
London Taxi Drivers, small and medium size businesses and charities.
We are committed to putting your interests first, hence our Mission
Statement:

"We work to a standard and not a price"
COST OF SERVICE
Our charges for the following services are £255.00 + VAT.

FEATURES OF THE SERVICE
w Free consultation.
w Preparation of  Accounts.
w Completion of  Self  Assessment Tax Return.
w Submission of  completed Tax Return.
w Letters to Building Societies and Banks.
w Confirmation letter regarding Loss of  Earnings.

We also have trained staff  and associates specialising in all aspects of
the tax system who will be able to efficiently and effectively deal with all
tax issues and Inland Revenue investigations related to the Licensed
London Taxi Driver.

Please do not hesitate to contact us if  you require any further information.

299 Northborough Road, Norbury, London SW16 4TR
Tel: 020 8764 6675 / 020 8679 4226
Email: leroy@leroyreid.co.uk

LEROY REID & CO 
Chartered Certified Accountants 
and Registered Auditors

OFFICE HOURS
Club Office hours are between 10:00am and 5:30pm

each day Monday through Friday.

You can call in to discuss Sickness and Accident Insurance and 

Membership Enquiries, or any complaints and/or summonses incurred 

whilst driving your taxi at work.

You may also telephone for an appointment to speak with an 

Officer of the Club on any of the above matters in the strictest of confidence.

Call 0207 394 5553
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n FREE QUOTES

n 24 HR CALL OUT

n FULL HEATING SYSTEMS

n BOILER BREAKDOWNS

27 Kingsley Lane
Benfleet
Essex

Gary Mobile: 07886441794
Rob Mobile: 07515564802

10% DISCOUNT FOR LCDC MEMBERS

C&M Taxis
TXI, TXII and TX4

& Fairway Drivers For Rent

aOverhauls
aServicing & Insurance

repair jobs

All at competitive rates

Call 020 8807 5313
108 River Mead Rd
Lee Valley
Trading East
London 
N18 3QW

FENARY LTD
Plumbing, Heating & Gas Specialists

K.W. TAXI
SERVICES

UNIT 10 BRYANT AVENUE 
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ROMFORD

ESSEX RM3 0BY

01708 373 786

FAIRWAY, TXI, TXII, TX4
Overhauls, Servicing, Repairs
Fitting only LTI Factory Parts

cab rental, best rates,
24hr RAC cover, Fairway, TXI

KEEPING LONDON’S
TAXIS MOVING
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