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Last month’s edition of The
Badge announcing the new
Surface Integration Programme 
(S.I.P) has caused outrage
amongst many members of the
LCDC and also readers of The
Badge alike.
In one fell swoop, TFL have

decided that we no longer warrant
the respect that we hold
throughout the world, and as such
the cab trade no longer warrants
having our own identity within TFL
and we now find ourselves lumped
in with Cycle hire, River Services,
Dial-A-Ride, Congestion Charging
and Victoria Coach Station.
Many of our members have asked

us how this was allowed to
happen, and as we explained in
last month’s edition of The Badge
it is a direct result of the Deloitte
Review that was instigated by a
complaint made against TFL by
none other than Addison Lee’s
John Griffin.
The TFL website states that it

adheres to a “Corporate
Governance Code of Conduct” -
“the system used to manage and

monitor an organisation
and enable it to relate to
its external
environment”. This is
achieved, so it is
claimed, by embracing
five “fundamental
principles” “Openness:
Inclusivity: Integrity:
Accessibility and
Efficiency”
In the following pages

you will see quotes from
emails between TFL and
the Trade Orgs, and after
reading them I will leave
it up to you to decide if
TFL have acted under
the guidelines set out in
their own code of
conduct!
All we are left with at

TFL is now the Knowledge Of
London and the issuing of our
licences. After this carve up we
feel that the clock is ticking for
these services to be diluted and
outsourced.
In the past year we have

campaigned strongly to oppose
the Law Commission introducing a
one-tier system. Have TFL taken it

upon themselves to do the job for
them?
At the time of going to press, the

Licensed Taxi Trade in London has
been voted the world’s best taxi
service for the 6th year running -
no mean feat. Again it is a crying
shame that we are revered around
the world but unfortunately not by
our licensing authority.

Editorial
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IN A series of frank
exchanges triggered by
questioning from the LCDC,
TFL chiefs have now been
forced to confirm that:

1. The Licensed taxi cab
industry will for the very first
time in its history enjoy no
more separate status from
other modes of transport.
Under the new restructuring set

in motion, it will now be ranked
alongside other transport
services in the capital, including
the Dial-A-Ride scheme,
Congestion Charging, River
services and also Victoria
Coach Station.

2. No formal consultation has
been carried out with the
Licensed trade organisations,
with a TFL boss telling the
LCDC “…there is no
requirement for us to formally
consult”.
When pressed on why proper

consultation had not been
undertaken, he made clear his
views on the importance of the
industry, replying merely that:
“Taxi and Private Hire licensing
operations are a relatively small
(although certainly not
insignificant) part”.

3. TFL has claimed it gave a
full presentation to the taxi
industry, but in a private
meeting on the 23rd April this
year.
Confusion surrounds what was

discussed at the meeting as no
minutes were taken. When
quizzed further over who had
represented the taxi trade,
Garrett Emmerson of TFL
responded that the presentation
had been seen by Bob Oddy of
the LTDA. However, LTDA
General Secretary Steve

McNamara has responded that
the “2nd September meeting
was the first occasion on which
the trade was consulted on the
issue”. This was backed up by
Mr. Oddy at a meeting held last
week with TfL, attended by the
LCDC, LTDA and Unite. (see
pages 4 & 5)
Mr. Emmerson also claimed

that the plans were raised
verbally at the Mayor’s Cabbie
Cabinet on July 4th this year.
This meeting was attended by
Bob Oddy, Grant Davis from the
LCDC and Jim Kelly of Unite the
union. He added that John
Mason and Helen Chapman

from TfL had been keeping the
trade apprised of these
developments at their regular
trade meetings.
Both the LCDC and LTDA have

rejected these assertions - both
in regard to discussions at the
July 4th meeting and
subsequent briefings from TfL.
At no point was the trade
informed either verbally or in
writing that the decision to
restructure was taking place - or
indeed had already taken place.

At the September 2nd meeting
TFL’s Steve Burton assured the
taxi trade representatives

present that “nothing was set in
stone” and that before anything
was to be finalised we [the
trade] would be asked back to
another meeting, either at the
end of September or the
beginning of October for further
talks before anything was to be
decided.
The proposed changes went

into action on 30th September
without any further talks with the
taxi trade.

On the following pages we
attempt to show the taxi trade
exactly what occurred, who
knew what, and when...

TFL on a collision course
with London Cab Drivers!



4 Issue 214 - November 2013

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com

EMAIL TRAIL THAT LAID BARE TFL

As discussed at the recent meeting
with Steve Burton regarding the
Service Integration Programme on
2nd September, Leon Daniels, MD
Surface Transport has undertaken a
review of the top-level structure in
order to deliver a more integrated
Surface Transport Operation. 

This has resulted in the creation of
eight new Directorates.

Mike Weston: Director of Buses

Dana Skelley: Director of Asset 
Management

Steve Burton: Director of
Enforcement & On 
Street Operations

Nick Fairholme: Director of Projects & 
Programmes

Alan Bristow: Director of Road
Space Management

Ben Plowden: Director Of Strategy 
& Planning

David Hendry: Director of Finance 
& Commercial

These appointments are effective
from Monday 30th September.

Garrett,
“I have emailed Helen
separately requesting details
including minutes of any records
of any previous meetings
between the trade and TFL
concerning SIPs but from initial
enquiries with UNITE and LCDC
I am reasonably sure that the
meeting on the 2nd September
was the first full occasion on
which the trade was “consulted”
on the issue. 

We have serious concerns that
the quality of the service that we
pay for (the taxi trade is cost
neutral to TFL) will suffer under
the enormous changes taking
place, the lack of
communication, consultation
and information on the whole of
the SIPs issue has only served
to elevate our anxieties.”

“I’m sorry that you don’t feel that
you have been properly
consulted on these issues. As
far as the taxi and private hire
services are concerned, the
gestation of the changes that
are now taking place in Surface
Transport stem back to the
Deloitte review, on which you
and the other trade
organisations were consulted.

Since that time the issue of the
Surface Integration Programme
was discussed by Leon (in a
private session) at the Surface
Transport Panel (attended by
Bob Oddy) on 23rd April. 
Leon’s presentation include full
details of the potential high level
structure, including the creation
of an integrated on street
enforcement function.

LCDC QUESTIONING BRINGS QUANGO BACK TO

Garrett Emmerson TfL
Tues Oct 8th 10.30am

Garrett Emmerson TfL
Thurs Oct 17th 18.01pm

Hi Garrett,
I would be grateful if you could
provide the following
information:

1. A copy or the note of minutes
of the meeting held on the 23rd
April to which you refer to in
your email of 17th October.

2. What do you believe to have
been the role of Bob Oddy at the
meeting of 23rd April in the
context of consultation with the
trade?

3. Note or minutes of the
unspecified meeting referred to
in your email of 17th October to
which Steve was invited but did
not attend.

4. The notes or minutes of all
other meetings with the taxi
trade regarding SIPs.

Grant Davis  LCDC
Mon Oct 21st 10.01am

Steve McNamara  LTDA
Fri Oct 11th 16.46pm

‘This is an Internal change in the way TFL has decided to
manage its business, with the implications right across Surface
Transport of which you know, taxi & private hire licensing
operations are a relatively small (although certainly not
insignificant) part... there is no requirement for us to formally
consult.’ Garrett Emmerson, TfL
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FL DECISION TO SHUN THE TRADE
TO TALKS - BUT IS IT ALL WINDOW DRESSING?

I think we have different
expectations as to what constitutes
“acceptable consultation”. This is an
Internal change in the way TFL has
decided to manage its business,
with the implications right across
Surface Transport of which you
know, taxi & private hire licensing
operations are a relatively small
(although certainly not insignificant)
part. Whilst we would always wish
(and I believe have actively
attempted) to involve and engage
with stakeholders in our
deliberations before we make these
changes, there is no requirement for
us to formally consult.

As I said in my email to Steve, the
discussion on the 23rd April was in
private session therefore there are
no published minutes / notes of the
meeting. Indeed, as a discussion
item, I don’t believe there is a
substantive minute / note at all, other
than to record the fact that the
discussion took place.

In that meeting and, as Steve
records, it is as a member of the TFL
Board. However, as the Mayors
chosen representative of the Taxi
Industry on the TFL board, in the
context of what I say above, I think it
is entirely appropriate to consider this
part of the engagement we did on
our internal organisational change.

Dear Garrett,

I think I can quickly summarise
your position, TFL doesn’t have to
consult or take notice of anyone
unless it designs graciously to do
so and certainly doesn’t need to
bother itself with recording and
circulating outcomes of any
meeting it may have held.

In your response you describe Mr
Oddy as …” the Mayor’s chosen
representative of the Taxi Industry
on TFL”. No he is not, he is no
such thing. Mr Oddy represents
only the experience of Mr Oddy.
All Board members are appointed
for their experience and not
because they actively represent
some sectional interest. It would
be impractical to do otherwise. You
would have in effect, an elective
rather than an appointed body and
that is a very different beast from
that provided for by the Greater
London Authority Act 1999.

STOP PRESS

STOP PRESS…
AS A result of the exchange of emails that you have read

above, the LCDC, LTDA and Unite were asked to attend a

meeting at Palestra on Wed 6th November.
In attendance were Garrett Emmerson, Helen Chapman and also

Steve Burton representing TFL. On the insistence of the Club the

meeting was properly minuted by TFL. The meeting was called to

try to allay the concerns the trade has over the instigation of the

new SIPs strategy being implemented. After some heated

exchanges Garrett Emmerson was forced to admit that TFL’s

consultation with the trade was not how it should have been and

apologised to all the trade representatives in the room.

One of the main talking points of the meeting was exactly what Mr

Bob Oddy was told at the private meeting on the 23rd April. Mr.

Oddy vigorously denied claims that he’d been given a full briefing

and insisted that he was only shown a brief outline of all the

proposals and that his main concern was that the KOL was not

affected in the changes. But Mr. Emmerson said he had seen the

presentation given to Mr. Oddy, which he claimed included a slide

show outlining the recommendations of the Deloitte review, in

regard to compliance and policy.

Also in attendance for TFL was Steve Burton, who now has a new

title “Director of Enforcement & On Street Operations”, which

includes the new taxi compliance department. Unfortunately for

the licensed taxi trade, he was a main instigator for the

introduction of the cab trade’s nemesis the “Satellite Office” and

actually won an award for the Safer Travel at Night Scheme.

The upshot of the meeting was that the trade urgently needs to

meet with TFL personnel at a more senior level and more

frequently than in the past and Garrett Emmerson asked the trade

to attend another meeting with TFL, hopefully in two weeks’ time.

Whilst Mr. Emerson tried his utmost to reassure us that these

changes would be for the betterment of the licensed taxi trade, we

at the LCDC remain highly sceptical of this transition.

Garrett Emmerson TfL
Mon Oct 21st 6.09pm

Grant Davis   LCDC
Wed 23rd Oct 12.42

Whilst Garrett Emerson tried his utmost to reassure 
us that these changes would be for the betterment of 
the licensed taxi trade, we at the LCDC remain highly 
sceptical of this transition.





Transport for London (TfL) is

proposing to reduce the £3.20

Heathrow extra to £2.80. TfL claims in

its consultation document on Fares

and Tariffs for 2014, that a reduction

is justifiable, given that the Heathrow

gate money has dropped from £6.00

to the current charge of £5.22.

Unfortunately , TfL is unwilling to

accept that every penny of the gate

money paid by taxi drivers to

Heathrow Ltd.(aka BAA) should be

recoverable as a metered extra from

passengers. The LCDC points out

that whether the gate money is set at

£5.22 or £15.22, unless Heathrow

drivers can claim back the whole

amount from passengers , drivers

are under-recovering on their costs

of providing Heathrow Airport with a

taxi service. 

Transport for London suggests in its

consultation document that there is an

unmet demand for a fixed fare scheme at

Heathrow. Apparently TfL has forgotten that

the last fixed fare scheme endured by

Heathrow drivers ended in total failure last

August when HALTS Ltd. went into

liquidation. The end of HALTS’ fixed fares

scheme came very swiftly as soon as BAA

freed Heathrow drivers from the obligation to

prop up the scheme with hundreds of

thousands of pounds plundered from the

gate money. Who can possibly be behind

TfL’s latest proposal to install a new fixed

fare scheme at Heathrow, even when the

odds of it succeeding are stacked heavily

against it ? TfL has a lot of explaining to do. 

London City Airport (LCA) has informed

Transport for London that they intend to

charge London taxi drivers to pick-up

passengers. The new gate money rule for

LCA drivers is due to become effective in

April 2014 and the proposed charge will be

between £3.30 and £3.50. LCA has

suggested to TfL that drivers should be able

to pass on the new ‘gate money’ charge to

passengers , just as drivers do at Heathrow.

There is an absence of comment from TfL

on how UK law restricts the maximum

charges that airport companies may levy on

London taxi drivers. Early this year, the trade

organisations at Heathrow queried BAA's

recoverable costs  of providing the Heathrow

Taxi System and thanks to the trade’s

efforts, BAA had to reduce the gate money

from £6 per entry to the current charge of

£5.22. 

The justification for BAA to charge drivers

was settled following a legal battle fought

over twenty five years ago. Docklands isn’t

Heathrow and in 2013 a very different

economic climate prevails within the taxi

trade at LCA. It’s not a legal certainty that

the taxi specific sections of the Airports Act

provide LCA with unfettered powers to

compel LCA drivers to pay gate money.

What is certain, is that the combined

provisions of the Airports Act and London

Hackney Carriage Acts compel both LCA

Ltd. and Heathrow Ltd. (aka BAA) to permit

London taxi drivers to ply for hire on their

private property. 

Private Hire on Terminal 5

Private hire drivers have completely

taken over the dedicated taxi set

down bays on Terminal 5 and in fact

the whole of the departure area is

being used to provide private hire

passengers with a meet and greet

service. The issue has been raised in

a face-to-face meeting with BAA, but

all BAA has said is that the “relevant

enforcement agencies are

experiencing a manpower shortage”.

Heathrow taxi trade reps have been

keeping T5 under observation and

we don’t accept that there is a

manpower problem. The only

problem appears to be that traffic

wardens , Police officers and BAA

employees who have a high-profile

presence on the terminals are

turning a blind eye to the illegal

parking. It looks very much as

though the law enforcers have been

told not to take any action that’s

likely to harm the very useful pick-up

facilities the private hire companies

offer their passengers on T5. It’s not

inconceivable that BAA is

deliberately encouraging minicabs

and chauffeurs to use the terminal 5

departure area as a free car park.

BAA is always ready to be tight-fisted

with the taxi trade taxi , but isn’t on

record as being interested getting

private hire to provide BAA with a

revenue stream. To make this point in

a different way, Heathrow taxi drivers

pay through the nose to have taxi

operations regulated and managed

by BAA ; while private hire

operations pay BAA absolutely

nothing, but are able to do more or

less as they please on every

terminal. 

Taxi Marshals 

Despite reminders from the LCDC, the
taxi marshals have totally ignored the
trade’s proposals to have high profile
taxi information people (TIPs) on duty in
the passenger terminals. All the
marshals have hinted is that if they were
to take on the role of TIPs they would
only do so on their own terms. They
obviously mean they intend to continue
choose their own hours of work and to
make up their own rules on recruitment
and discipline etc. The most serious
complaint against the marshals is that
the majority of them insist on working
office hours. This amounts to a
fundamental abuse of the marshalling
scheme and it’s an abuse that won’t be
tolerated for much longer. 
It’s been suggested to the LCDC that the

marshals would be willing to give greater

coverage in the terminals if they were to

receive wages in addition to their normal

generous perks. The LCDC has been

researching what UK employment law has to

say on the issue of wages for marshals. 

BAA is a profit making business and BAA

would find it difficult to argue that the

hundreds of man-hours the marshals spend

on security duties are not subject to the

National Minimum Wage Act. The Act covers

applies to all workers throughout the UK

workforce regardless of the title or duties of

the worker. BAA’s use of the term ‘taxi

marshal’ doesn’t mean that BAA has created

a new class of airport worker that is not

entitled to wages. 

Police Stations 

and Lost Property 

Heathrow taxi drivers continue to ask
questions concerning how lost property
issues should be dealt with by
Metropolitan Police Stations. Transport
for London’s lost property office at
Baker Street has explained to the LCDC
that all police stations are aware of
regulations covering rewards payable to
taxi drivers. The rules are the same at
police stations as they are at TfL Baker
street. In theory a driver who qualifies
for a lost property reward should receive
it , irrespective of whether lost property
has been handed in at either Baker
street or a Police station. 
MPS staff at Metropolitan Police

Stations, have to follow a Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP) for property
found in ‘black cabs‘. Under the SOP,
Police stations are required to collect a
reward from all passengers to whom the
station restores lost property. This
reward is then sent to TfL Baker Street
for disbursement to the cab driver
(finder). TfL Baker Street is currently
working with the Met’ Police to upgrade
the lost property procedures at police
stations and to improve the system of
calculating , collecting and paying
rewards.

thelcdc@gmail.com

Airport Matters
BY PETER “THE CANNON”
L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP
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ANYONE WHO has attended any of

the last few AGMs will know that

LTPH are having trouble with

Putney Station rank. This is an

“island rank” where surburban

drivers (YBs) from a specific area

are allowed to work. They are not

allowed to work the surrounding

streets but only the station.
Generally, it had been working well. A

dedicated band of YBs had managed to
turn what was pretty much a dead rank

into a busy rank that was well served by
these drivers. However, since the
introduction of the “identifiers”, Putney
has become one of LTPHs hot-spots for
complaints related to out-of-area
working and non-compliance of
identifiers.
The problems appear to have got

worse. Apparently, there is a new breed
of YB driver that has begun to work the
station rank and do not appear to have
much respect for either their fellow
drivers or their customers. Complaints

have been made about this behaviour to
the police and LTPH by customers and
drivers but they seem content with
passing it off onto one and other. The
reason is thought to be that this is a
sensitive issue. Sensitive in the respect
than many of these miscreants are non-
native to the UK and raises concerns of
racial and/or religious discrimination.
The result is that some of the YB drivers
that have worked hard to build the rank
up are now abandoning it and there are
customers that no longer use the rank

for the same reason. 
That is cobblers! If cab drivers are

playing the high game they need to be
sorted out before they tarnish our
collective name. It’s not about race or
religion. It is simply that if there are cab
drivers abusing the trust put in them by
customers and fellow cab-men, they
need sorting out quickly and properly
before they damage the whole trade.
LTPH need to worry about the good
cabbies and their customers, rather than
any politically correct etiquette. 

thelcdc@gmail.com

WHILE LOOKING at TFLs limo
engagement document, there was
some stuff about private hire. It
states that in order to obtain a PH
driver licence, a candidate must
meet the following requirements:
Undergo a CRB check;
Undergo a medical examination;
Pass a test on topographical skills;

Have the right to reside and work in the
UK;

To have held a DVLA driving licence for
at least 3yrs.
This last condition is interesting, if

correct.  How can there be training
schools abroad for minicab drivers, when
they need to meet this licence condition?
How can a UK driving licence be obtained

when the applicant does not have a grasp
of English?
Also, from memory, I think PH licencees

are about 80% immigrant – held. By TFLs
own figures, I think around two thirds of
PH first licences are not renewed. Put
these two facts together and it certainly
gives an impression that driving a PHV is
a transitory occupation that is usually

taken up by recently-arrived immigrants
until they become established and find a
more worthwhile occupation.
It looks now that this cannot be the case

because such people would presumably
be unable to obtain a DVLA driving
licence for at least three years after
arriving in this country. It’s all a bit of a
mystery to me.

I’VE BEEN looking at some reporting
on limos, following my report last
month on their sad mechanical state.
It gets worse. TFL use a phrase “road
worthiness prohibition rate”. 
I have tried to obtain a definition to this

and have been unable to do so. The way
it reads to me is that it refers to a vehicle
being un-roadworthy. If, and I admit it is
only “if” this is correct, then it’s a disgrace.

London’s limo fleet has a 64% road
worthiness prohibition rate. If I’ve

understood the term correctly, that is two
out of every three limos tested are un-
roadworthy. What a laugh! The people that
hire these monstrosities think they are
buying into a bit of class!
If the Law Commission have their way,

these limos will be subject to a national
standard and licence in the future and if
so, I can only see London standards
dropping as what little enforcement there
is at the moment will probably disappear
altogether.

THERE HAS been some mixed news

about Hailo recently. Their stated

mission has been consistently to “win

back the work from the minicabs”. 
Seems odd then that Hailo agents have

been carding up taxi customers on
station ranks. Despite their contestations
to the contrary, this looks to me like an
attempt to get customers to use the Hailo
app instead of hailing on the street. This
will allow Hailo to sell the work back to

drivers at 90% of the fare that would have
been taxi work anyway. They have also
kicked at least one driver off for
complaining about it on Twitter.
Not all bad news though. Hailo have just

announced a £10 minimum fare on
`tariffs 1 and 2, and £15 on Tariff 3. I
reckon this is as near an apology as we
are likely to get. It also means that Hailo
are obviously listening to drivers as there
have been many complaints about

having to run to a job and wait for five
minutes free and then the job only come
to £5 - £6.
This is a win-win for the trade. Either

these small runs are now going to mean
that the customer pays a fair rate for the
whole of the driver’s time involved or they
are going to look elsewhere. If they do
the latter, they won’t get a minicab any
cheaper, unless they want to wait a
couple of hours for an Uber car. So this

means they’ll have to go back to hailing a
cab off the street and the driver gets the
whole fare rather than 90% of the
discounted fare. With this new minimum,
it is much less likely that Hailo are just re-
cycling our street work at a discount from
us and a profit for them. 
In fairness, I think this makes the

carding fiasco look like a silly error of
judgement and that Hailo are listening to
the trade. Fair play to them.

TROUBLE ON THE ISLAND

LIMOS AGAIN

PRIVATE HIRE

IN THE same report, there were the
latest figures on taxi and PH driver
numbers. From period 4 to period 5,
YB licences fell by six and GB by 49.
So, total licences fell by 65 badges
to 25,524. 
This may not seem much but it is part of

a general trend for badge numbers to fall
over the last decade or so.
Meanwhile, PH driver licences continue

to grow unabated. From period 4 to
period 5, there was a growth of 143 net
new licences, to a total of 67,504. In the

last ten years, PH driver numbers have
increased by almost 300%.
If this trend continues, not only will the

taxi trade become marginalised by the
comparative size of the fleets, it has to be
asked if this unfettered growth of PH is
sustainable. By their own admission,
TFLs duty is “to ensure the public travel
safely and to provide a high quality and
efficient licensing service.” They are
failing to do this.
Low entry standards to a PH licence

was justified to an extent when licensing

was first introduced in order to ensure
that there was a sufficient supply to
satisfy public demand. However, the
position is different today. There is easily
enough supply of taxis and PH to satisfy
public demand and so now the duty must
surely be on TFL to increase the quality
of service as is their duty. 
At the very least, a PH driver doing

more or less the same job as taxi drivers
should have to meet the same driving
standards in order to be granted a
licence. There should also be a

requirement to meet the topographical
standard of the KOL written test, if not
before a first licence issue then certainly
before any renewal.
This would increase the quality of the

combined taxi/PH fleet considerably. It
would increase PH driver topographical
knowledge, enhance compliance to
licence conditions and at the same time,
hopefully increase the taxi fleet as PH
drivers carried on with the KOL beyond
the written test stage. Everybody wins
and nobody loses.

UP AND DOWN

HAILO – SAINTS OR SINNERS?

Walker on the March....
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Alan’s Angle
Victoria Coach Station rank update
AFTER ALMOST two years in
trying to change Westminster
Council minds to change the
direction of the rank at Victoria
Coach Station, we are nearly
there. 
The problem was brought to my

attention from one of the LCDC
members who got a petition together
and  signed by drivers at the coach
station stating it was dangerous for
driver and passenger to try and load
disabled passengers  from the offside
of the taxi in the road. 
From the start Westminster seemed

very reluctant to change the direction
as they would have had to cover the
cost for the new traffic management
order. So I had to write to Michelle Dix
who is the Managing Director of
Planning at Transport for London to
ask her to try and help me get things
moving at Victoria coach station and
within about two weeks funding had
been secured. 
Now after two consultations

regarding the layout we seem to be all
most ready for the new rank layout to
go ahead. The new layout will have

Taxis facing east now and you will be
able to exit Ecclestone place by
travelling east and turning into
Ecclestone Street, and the feeder
rank will also be brought forward to
allow you to u turn onto the rank. 
And one of the main argument’s we

were having with WCC was we

wanted double yellow lines behind the
feeder rank to stop people illegally
parking in Ecclestone place while
drivers was working the rank, which
would have also stopped taxis being
able to u turn and exit via Elizabeth
Street if required, but we got that
changed as well.  

And on top of that the Mini Cab
company that was operating out of the
coach station has been forced to
close down either by the coach station
being renovated or compliance
actually getting them shut down but
as they have been there for 15 years
it might be the latter!!

TAXI & Private Hire have issued a
lot of warnings lately regarding
taxi drivers over ranking at
stations or misusing ranks in the
capital. 
This seems to be a one sided attack

on the taxi trade as I have not read
one article released from TPH
regarding Private Hire ranking up
illegally outside of venues all over
town, Private hire Blocking bus lanes
whilst illegally parked or the way
Private Hire abuse our ranks and park
their vehicles on them especially at

night in Hamilton Place and Conduit
St. And only last week one of our
Lady members was verbally abused
at Victoria Coach station after she
asked a Private Hire driver to move
off the feeder rank. I do feel
compliance has lost the battle to try
and control Private Hire drivers and
they are taking full advantage of it,
and I can't see it getting any better in
the future after we lose compliance to
TFL but maybe the roads will be a lot
better after their new jobs could be
highlighting the pot holes in town!!

Taxi & Private Hire press release. 

WE’VE RECEIVED reports that taxis
are over-ranking at Waterloo Station
resulting in buses and other vehicles
being obstructed and delayed. 

If the rank at the station is full then
drivers must not over-rank and instead
should move on. operations involving the
British Transport Police and our
compliance officers are planned to
address any problems at the taxi rank

One way traffic at TfL

Over-ranking at Waterloo Station

Mini cabs evade any actions by TfL night after night in the City of London

STOP PRESS
There is an eight cab rank being installed

this month outside Smiths / Fabric

nightclub in Charterhouse Street.  

Please support! 
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Hailo boss on
driving UK's most
ambitious app
IT’S NOT only about calling cabs – Jay Bregman
believes his smartphone technology could also
change the way you buy everything, including cars 
Big yellow taxi app: Jay Bregman, co-founder of Hailo, the

company that links cab drivers with customers, pictured outside
Somerset House. Taxis, he says, are 'a personal obsession’

THE CHIEF executive of Hailo is not just

offering to call you a cab – Jay Bregman

wants to make you give up your car. 

He then plans to alter radically your
shopping and eating habits, and maybe
your whole lifestyle, too. Buckle up: the
“black cab app”, which is driving a
revolution in the taxi market in 15 cities
around the world, is being heralded as the
next big thing in disruptive technology. 
To you and me, the Hailo app is a cheery

yellow button on our smartphones that
“hails” the nearest black cab. Rather than
trying to flag down a taxi in the rain, you can
relax, press the button and watch your map
as the driver, complete with name, mobile
number and cab registration, approaches.
He doesn’t even need to be paid, if you’ve
filled in your credit card details. 
But to technology experts, Hailo could be

the future, not just of taxi journeys, but of
mobile consumerism itself. The smart
money is already on board: Hailo’s
investors include Sir Richard Branson;
Atomico, the venture capital firm founded
by Nicholas Zennstrom, the founder of
Skype; and Union Square Ventures, the
backers of Twitter and Facebook, whose
website declares: “We invest in networks
that disrupt existing industries”. 
They’ve been attracted by Hailo as a

rapidly growing company. Exactly two years
ago, US-born Bregman, 34, started the
company with two other directors and three
London cab drivers, on a barge on the
Thames. 
Turnover has soared to hundred of

millions of pounds, boosted by international
expansion into New York, Madrid, Dublin
and Tokyo. Uber, the San Francisco rival
backed by Google Ventures, has been
valued at $3.5bn; Hailo is far smaller,
although the potential is clear. But investors
also appear to agree with Bregman, who
says Hailo has designed the “quintessential
mobile application”. 
Experts agree that shopping will soon be

done on mobiles. But Bregman says
consumers still need a “hook” to do it, which
he reckons Hailo is well placed to provide.
“We’re in 15 cities, we have nearly three
million passenger downloads – we call
them wallets, because most of the
customers have their bank details stored
securely with us in a vault – and we’ve got
trust,” he says. 
“Really what we’ve got is the perfect
opportunity to leverage that into anything
beyond taxis, whether that be goods or
services.” 
The idea for the next innovation – the
“second album” as it’s called at Hailo – is
being worked on by a “whole team” in New
York. “Think about it as 'hailing’ something
else – whether that’s a food truck or a
diamond ring, we don’t know yet,” says
Bregman. “But we do know that this is how
mobile commerce is going to realise its
vision.” 
Bregman’s turbo-charged confidence
sounds far-fetched at times. But he has no
doubts. “A lot of people get hung up and
say, 'I don’t have the idea, so I’m not going
to get started’,” he says. “That’s what
causes most people not to become
entrepreneurs.” 
Bregman says he has always wanted to
start a tech company. Born in New York
and brought up in New Jersey, Bregman
says he was inspired by his father.
Bregman Snr was a surgeon who invented
the intra-aortic balloon pump, a device to
help the heart rest after bypass surgery, but
his real passion was computers. 
“He was convinced that technology would
be really big in people’s lives,” says
Bregman. “He’d always buy the latest
computers and technology and I’d play
around with them.” 
Even so, Bregman planned to be a lawyer.
But once at Dartmouth, he signed on to a
course in computing and philosophy which
combined his hobby with a passion for
“thinking critically about the world”. In the

end, he ditched the law and spent two
terms as a research assistant at the
Berkman Center for Internet & Society at
Harvard. 
As the only intern, Bregman had a rare
view of the growth of Amazon, eBay and
Google. But at the time, the outlook was
bleak. “I was this guy who was 19 years old
watching the cusp of the tech bubble,” he
says. The bubble burst his hopes of joining
a big technology firm, too. 
Having already spent a year in Oxford as
part of an exchange with Berkeley,
Bregman headed back to the UK to study
at the London School of Economics. In
hindsight, he says he was lucky. “Now
there’s a bigger opportunity with mobile
than could ever have been imagined back
then,” he says. “Sometimes you just have
to wait for the world to evolve a bit.” 
Bregman waited by setting up his first
company, eCourier, with a friend from
London. By devising a system that tracked
couriers via GPS, the pair found technology
brought efficiency through transparency.
They sold the company once they realised
there was a bigger opportunity in taxis. 
“Taxis have always been a personal
obsession of mine,” says Bregman. “If you
want a market that is totally screwed up
and totally inefficient, it’s the taxi market.
Drivers spend half the time desperately
seeking passengers, and people waste
millions of hours a day trying to find taxis –
just because people can’t see each other.” 
Even with radio operators, 60pc of London
cabs were empty. “This story was repeated
around the world,” says Bregman. “In New
York, the figure was 49pc. The global taxi
market is around $80bn, so I knew there
was a business here.” 
From the start, Bregman, together with
Caspar Woolley, the former COO of
eCourier, and Ron Zeghibe, now chairman
of Hailo, wanted to engage the drivers first.
After a quick internet search, they found
three tech-savvy drivers trying to improve

efficiency with a fare-sharing website, and
called for a meeting. 
The three drivers, dressed in suits, met the
three entrepreneurs, wearing jeans, in a
cafe in Charlotte Street and “really hit it off”. 
Bregman says the drivers, Terry Runham,
Russell Hall and Gary Jackson, came up
with the idea for a drivers’ app. The team
set about raising the initial £500,000 of
“angel” funding, which came from
Wellington Capital and Atomico Partners. 
Friends and family, including Bregman’s
mother, Janice, stumped up more so
systems engineers could get started. In
August 2011, Hailo was launched as a
social and information-sharing network for
taxis. By November, there were 800 drivers
on the system and, with a boost of
advertising from Apple, the app went live to
customers. 
For the taxis, efficiency jumped 30pc
almost immediately, helping to spread the
word fast. Now 16,000 drivers, or around
60pc of London cabbies, are signed up to
Hailo. The international roll-out, which
started three months later, was easier
because “London is the iconic taxi market
in the world”, says Bregman. “In Asia, they
just want to know what we’re doing in
London. They view it as the gold standard
for taxis.” 
Bregman is still pushing for greater
efficiency. “This market is still inefficient. We
want to create something so efficient it
actually causes people not to buy cars
because cars are not an efficient asset,” he
says. “It will increase mobility, commerce,
safety – everything goes up and there are
no losers.” 
Hailo is on the cusp of another funding
round that will help to boost the company’s
systems and find the next big idea. “I don’t
want to put too much pressure on the really
smart guy in New York City who’s thinking
about this right now,” says Bregman. “But
I’ll bet by this time next year we’ll have
something new to shout about.” 



www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com

Issue 214 - November 2013  13

Heart Tests For London Taxi Drivers 

WOOD STREET
CLINIC

The Heart Centre For London Taxi Drivers

Have You Had Heart Problems?

Do you need an Exercise Test and / or Echocardiogram
(to measure LVEF) for LtpH?

We can help with our fast, efficient service and special
low rates for London’s taxi drivers

We are now providing stress Echocardiography
(functional testing) when required.

We understand that your living can depend on these tests

Contact us now on
The Wood Street Clinic

133 Wood Street
Barnet, Herts EN5 4BX

Telephone : 0208 449 7656    
www.woodstreetclinic.com  or

enquiries@woodstreetclinic.com

Heart tests – Treadmill exercise 
(Bruce Protocol) testing and
Echocardiography including Functional
testing at Wood Street Clinic
For members of 
The London Cab Drivers’ Club

Who I am

My name is Dr Robert Greenbaum. I am a Senior Consultant Cardiologist
working in London both for the NHS and in private practice. I see and assess
patients with all forms of heart disease.  I am Past President of the Cardiology
Section of The Royal Society of Medicine.  My private practice is based at
The Wood Street Clinic in Barnet, North London. In my practice I have a
modern treadmill and echocardiography equipment.  Other than through my
practice I am connected with the cab trade.  My late uncle was, and my
nephew is a black cab driver. I have seen and treated many cab drivers with
heart disease over many years in practice.

Heart disease and taxi drivers

I understand the importance of testing to black cab drivers.  I have treated
many and realise that their livelihood depends on the results of these tests. I
have developed a high quality, accessible and economic service aimed at taxi
drivers in London.  We are able to offer:

1. Treadmill exercise testing using the full Bruce Protocol
2. Echocardiography to assess left ventricular ejection fraction (LVEF)
3. Functional testing by stress Echocardiography

These tests are carried out several times per week

Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any queries.
- Robert Greenbaum 
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GREETINGS TO all cab drivers,
green and yellow badge alike,
and to all Knowledge boys and
girls. It always gives me great
pleasure talking to Knowledge
boys and girls out on the road,
at traffic lights or in the café. I
like to look across and see
what run they are doing, or
what points they are looking
for, and I like to encourage
them with their studies, by
saying something like “what
stage are you at? 
Just keep going, it’s really worth it in

the end. Proof that studying the
Knowledge is worthwhile is

something that I can really vouch for,
as I have been a cabbie for two
years next month, and I can honestly
say that it’s the best job I’ve ever
had. In my previous articles I have
stated the terms and conditions of
the job. I have never known any
other employment to  offer such
freedom. 
My first employment was working

for an  insurance broker in the City
as an accounts clerk, and after doing
that for fifteen years, I can honestly
say that I gained nothing. Up until
five years ago, when I started the
Knowledge, I ran my own taxi service
based near Tunbridge Wells, just on
the Sussex border. I was constantly
in competition with others, as most of
the work was to airports, Gatwick,
Heathrow, Stansted etc. The
constant price war that I was fighting
eventually took its toll. Let me give
you an example. Wadhurst, East
Sussex to Heathrow airport is
approximately 60 miles. So therefore
the return journey would be another
60 miles, so unless there was a rare
return fare, I was forced to drive back
empty. Can you believe that there
were some drivers offering this

service for £60 or less? How can you
possibly survive, run a business, and
meet your costs, on such ridiculous
figures? My business got into
difficulty, as I was constantly
struggling against these figures, and
thankfully I sold the business in the
nick of time before the crash of 2008.
This leads me to highlight one of the
most important benefits of being a
London cabbie, which is that every
cab driver’s meter is set the same.
There is no price war and no arguing.
I am not saying that the London cab
is expensive to ride in, it is fair to
both cabbie and passenger.
Whilst on the subject of running

costs, I really would like to underline
the importance to all Knowledge
students and butterboys and girls, to
please think very carefully before
purchasing a new vehicle, TX or Vito.
£36-42,000 is a huge figure to
borrow. It is a big commitment.
Monthly repayments of £800 plus
insurance, diesel and other costs
take a lot of finding. And remember, a
bright, shiny new cab doesn’t stay
new for very long! 
My next message is for Boris

Johnson. Last December’s Badge

newspaper stated that you, Mr
Johnson, were going to eradicate the
wretched rickshaw. I, along with
20,000 other cabbies, am still
waiting. 
My next message is for the

Worshipful Company of Hackney
Carriage Drivers, of which I was once
briefly a member. Yes, your
EuroDisney trips for  terminally ill
children can be considered a good
thing. I wonder who the true
beneficiaries of your charity really
are. Is it the chosen few who sit on
the top table? Wouldn’t you be better
holding a party at Great Ormond
Street Hospital where hundreds of
children could benefit, or even better,
spending the money on kidney
dialysis machines or CT scanners? 
I thought a livery company existed

to protect members of its related
trade. But you are simply having  a
jolly for your members, and ignoring
the threats to cab trade! Thank God
for Grant Davis and his team at the
London Cab Drivers’ Club, who are
constantly fighting to save the finest
taxi trade in the world.

Be lucky, Graham 

Views of Butterboy Graham
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Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a
single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab
Drivers’ Club Ltd,” with today’s date, for £56.67, and two post-dated
cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,

The London Cab Drivers’ Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2

Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 

100 Clements Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................

............................................... Post Code: ......................................

Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................

Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above
information will be kipt by the LCDC in a computer system under the
terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 
matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare that
I have no outstanding PCO or police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2
TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK
LONDON, SE16 4DG

0207 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................

Your Bank Address:............................................................................

Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 
until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 
until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of THE LONDON CAB DRIVERS’ CLUB LTD, 
Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG
Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................

Account No:  .....................................................................................

Sort Code: .......................................................................................

Signature: ........................................................................................

Date: ..................................................................................................

AS AN L.C.D.C

MEMBER YOU 

WILL RECEIVE:

� 24 HOUR DUTY 
SOLICITOR  

EXCLUSIVE TO THE 

CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor 
hotline membership card.
Peace of mind 24 hrs of 
the day.

� FULL LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City 
Of London based solicitors 
and barristers, experts in 
Hackney Carriage and 
road traffic law.

� COMPLAINTS
AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC,
we will deal with any 
complaint that has been 
made against you by
members of the public.
Also we will attend the
LTPH with you on any
personal appeals that 

would affect your licence.

� HEATHROW 
AIRPORT 

REPRESENTATION
With our reps at the airport 
working hard on the 
trade’s behalf for a fairer, 
and more safer future
at Heathrow.

� RANKS 
AND HIGHWAYS
The LCDC attend the Joint 
Ranks committee, working 
hard for more ranks and 
more access for the taxi 
trade in London.

� CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the 
office for any information
or up to the date news on 
any trade related subject.

� MEDIA AND 
AUTHORITIES
The LCDC is always the 
first to be called when the 
media want the “Cab 
Trade’s“ reaction. 

The Chairman is a regular
contributor on LBC, Radio 
London, and the BBC.
We at the Club also
represent the trade at 
meetings with the Mayor’s 
Office, TFL, LTPH, 
Corporation Of London, 
BAA, and all Local 
Authorities in the Capital.

JUST 
£3 per
month
* £12 per month is tax

deductible
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Maximum age which members can join Up to 60 years

Death by accident £60,000
Death of Spouse by accident £50,000
Permanent Total Disablement by accident £50,000
Temporary Total Disablement, £300 per week
(for Accident and/or Illness other than for 
stress/mental illness and/or back related 
injury up to 50 weeks after an elimination 
period of 2 weeks)
Temporary Total Disablement, £90 per week
for Accident and/or Illness for stress/mental 
illness and/or back related injury after an 
elimination period of 2 weeks

Hospitalisation, per week for up to 2 weeks £400 per week

Hospitalisation, per  week for weeks 3 and 4 £200 per week

BENEFIT

HOW DO I JOIN?  Simply email Susan at the LCDC on thelcdc@gmail.com or call 0207 394 5553

LCDC launch accident and 
sickness scheme for members

As Chairman of the

LCDC, after many

conversations with our

membership I am proud

to finally announce the

introduction of the first

ever LCDC Accident &

Sickness Scheme.
This has not happened over

night and has taken many
months of negotiations to
provide what we feel is an
excellent scheme for all our

members. 
The deal we have negotiated

is placed with certain
underwriters at Lloyd’s, giving
you the member access to the
excellent security and stability
of the world’s leading
insurance market. We believe
that the new scheme on offer
is more than competitive with
anything currently on the
market and will be available

to all drivers aged up to 60.

- Grant Davis Chairman

TAXI DRIVERS SCHEME £35.50 /month

Age which members can join 18 to 60 years

Death by accident £30,000

Permanent Total Disablement by accident £25,000

Temporary Total Disablement, £150 per week
(for Accident up to 50 weeks after an elimination 
period of 2 weeks)

Hospitalisation, per week for up to 2 weeks £200 per week

Hospitalisation, per  week for weeks 3 and 4 £100 per week

BENEFIT

KNOWLEDGE STUDENTSCHEME £9.81 /month

Introducing LCDC’s

CLUBPROTECTA

LCDC

Associate

Member

David

Fitzgerald - 
“Even being
on The
Knowledge for
£2.50 /week,
it’s great
peace of
mind.”



Southwark Bridge Testing Station

164 Southwark Bridge Road,
Southwark, SE1 0DG

tel: 0207 620 0201
e-mail: sbmots@talktalk.net
web: www.sbmots.co.uk

Southwark Bridge 
Testing Station

� M.O.T

� BRAKES

� SUSPENSIONS

� DIAGNOSTICS

� WATER/OIL

� SERVICE

� EXHAUSTS

� AIR-CON

� ELECTRICAL

� ALL REPAIRS

With the new testing regime of two
M.O.Ts coming into force on 1st
March, I visited Long lane Taxi Centre
in Southwark Bridge Road to see how
they were gearing up for the change.
Tony Forsythe, who runs Long Lane Taxi
Centre along with his brother Simon, says
that Long Lane are now ready and able to
undertake the new 6 monthly tests for

drivers.
“For the last few months we have been

working alongside Southwark Bridge Testing
Centre, which is situated within our garage
complex, to deliver a stress free service to
all our existing customers, as well as
welcoming new drivers who just require a
one stop shop with no hassle.”

Tony, who runs one of the biggest TX4

fleets in the capital, was keen to point out
the advantages of using Long Lane for your
new testing requirements.

“Drivers can come into us and relax in the
waiting room, have a cup of tea, and watch
the news whilst we put their taxi up on the
ramp and see what they need. We offer an
M.O.T test with a no failure fee and if the test
flags up a faulty item then we can repair it

straightaway and put it back on the ramp
and get a pass. We are also offering drivers
a fixed top end check for just £100, which
checks things such as lights, belts, etc, as
well as a full valet.”

Being situated just 2 minutes away from
Waterloo Stn, Long Land garage is fast
becoming the Cabbies favourite garage
south of the water.

Tony Forsythe of Long Lane Long Lane’s new fleet of Union Jack taxis hit the streets Long Lane taxi centre offers full body shop repairs

Southwark Bridge Testing Station is a family run business and is located
in Southwark SE1. It offers a full range of garage services for all makes

and models of cars and light vans, including MOTs, brakes,
suspensions, exhausts, air-conditioning, electrical and diagnostics, as

well as a wide range of servicing.

So if your vehicle needs an MOT, servicing or repairs, please contact us
or just call in to make an appointment. Also, while you wait for your

MOT, you can take advantage and use our free wifi, so you can carry on
working and not miss those important emails or deadlines.

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com
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Tony Forsythe: 
Satisfaction guaranteed at Long Lane
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Send in the clowns!
Tfl to extend trial period on roof top 
advertising for another nine months

NOT CONTENT with demoting our trade

into the also–rans of service transport

Modes such as Dial-a-Ride, Congestion

Charging, River services and Victoria

Coach Station, TFL have deemed fit to

extend for a further nine months and 300

more rooftop units to parade around the

capital.

At this present time the Private Hire Industry is

fighting for less Identification on their vehicles

except for the letter P to be placed on their

number plate, whereas the world’s best taxi

service is being prostituted around town to the

highest bidder. 

Imagine you are staying at the Berkeley Hotel

and you have the choice between going to the

airport in an unmarked private hire vehicle or

going in a licensed black taxi that would be more

appropriate at Billy Smarts circus!

Is this just another way of TFL  downgrading our

image and leave us looking as the capital’s poor

relations?

If TfL are looking to New York for ideas on taxis,

then maybe they can employ 600 enforcement

officers - like they do in the Big Apple!
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On Friday October 18th at just after

5pm heaven got a little bit more

joyful.

That is the moment when comedy
great Felix Dexter lost his three-year
battle with multiple myeloma. 
It came as a huge shock to many and

that he was on TV at the time [in the
BBC 1 comedy Citizen Khan] made it
all the more shocking.
I had worked with Flick (as I called

him) on the BBC2 comedy, The Real
McCoy for three years during the early
1990s. He was always very different to
the rest of the crew. Whilst we were
busily getting dressed up, playing lots
of characters and arguing about the
shows direction and content, he was
Mr. ‘show and go’.
He turned up on Wednesday, did his

performance in front of the technical
team, went home, came back on
Friday smashed it in front of the studio
audience then went home again. No
idle chitchat, no socializing, just work.
As you can imagine there were a few

grumbles. This guy comes in and
takes up seven minutes of a thirty
minute show and leaves us the
crumbs.
But weren’t they a magnificent seven

minutes. It was the first time we had
seen those characters played in that
way in front of that audience. It was
ground breaking and tragic that none
of the terrestrial channels could find a
way to harness that awesome
improvisational talent in his own series.
Though he appeared in many TV

shows and filled many a theatre, Felix
Dexter will ultimately go down as a

great unfulfilled talent. 
His was a comedy that transcended

race. Black and white found this former
law graduate funny but all the execs
could see was a black guy.
I think this hurt him and when his

second pilot was rejected he sought
out work, which showed him to be
more than just a “funny Guy”
He worked at the National Theatre

and RSC. He loved Bellamys People.
He was very proud of Down The Line
on Radio 4, he showed us how
intelligent and versatile he was. He
was also very private. My mate drove
him to Manchester once and said he
didn’t know any more about him in
Manchester than he knew when they
had left London.
When I got the call (from an ex

girlfriend of his) to go and see him in
the hospice you can imagine how it felt.
Here is a man I had known, worked
with and respected for twenty years
about to die. What do I say? How do I
behave? Well it was both horrible and
magnificent at the same time. Sad that
he was where he was but fantastic that
even though he was under the drugs
he was still able to joke. He said there

was a room there for me and it was
rent free with great views. He told me
that he was still writing stuff and
couldn’t wait to try it out.
He also made tears run down my

face when he told me that when the ex
girlfriends (who were now looking after
him ever touched on an area he was
uncomfortable with, he would scream
in agony so they would focus on him. 
That is how I remember Flick. The

man who even in extreme pain and
facing death but could still make tears
of joy run down my face.
BBC2 have a tribute to 
Felix scheduled for 10pm 
on November 17th 

Eddie Nestor 

BBC London 94.9

Drivetime: Weekdays 5-7pm 
Call: 0207 224 2000

Weekly Podcasts

UK Black
Manchester United Redcast

Felix Dexter
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A comedian who transcended race
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Absalom & Tribe Ltd

Quality Wholesale Meats
21 Central Markets

SMITHFIELD MARKET

Lamb, Pork, Beef
Ask for Glen for great deals

GREAT DAILY DEALS
TAXI DRIVERS GET EXTRA DISCOUNT

London’s only independent 
taxi trade organisation

Don’t delay... join today!  020 7394 5553
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Philomena (12A)

AS THE winter months descend upon

us, so too are the contenders for the

upcoming film awards season and

what better way than to start than with

this little gem. 

Based on a true story, we meet

Philomena Lee. After falling pregnant

as a teenager in Ireland in 1952, she

was sent to a convent to be looked

after as a “fallen woman”. When her

baby was whisked away by the nuns

for adoption, Philomena spends the

next fifty years searching for him in

vain. A chance meeting with a world-

weary journalist develops and together

they set off on a journey to America to

find what become of him.

Judi Dench stars and delivers yet

another knockout performance, as

does Steve Coogan, who also co-

writes and co-produces. Their odd

couple routine brings many moments

of wry humour and tears. A bitter-

sweet comedy and a heart-breaking

story that ultimately celebrates life.

Awards all round! 

GREEN LIGHT

Jude Law gets to let it all hang

out. Literally! 

From the producer of Sexy

Beast comes Dom

Hemingway. He’s a larger-

than-life safecracker with a

loose fuse - funny, profane,

and dangerous. Back on the

streets of London after twelve

years in prison, it’s time to

collect what he’s owed for

keeping his mouth shut. But

Dom does what Dom does

best. He screws things up for

everyone…

You can tell Law is having a

lot a fun playing against type,

with his overweight belly and

bad teeth, and with a

vocabulary that would make

Ben Kingsley’s Don Logan

blush! Also, channelling his

inner Withnail, is Richard E.

Grant as Dickie, a distastefully

elegant, one handed partner in

crime. 

Whilst not in the same

league as Sexy Beast, it is for

the most part flashy, loud and

darkly funny. A bit like the

main character himself. 

AMBER LIGHT

thelcdc@gmail.com
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RED – Stop, don’t bother

wasting your money

AMBER – It’s alright, go if

you want. Or wait for the

DVD 

GREEN – Put your foot

down, go and see it.

Film 2013 
by Norman Barry

Dom Hemingway (15)
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THERE IS a new film starring two
of Hollywood's most famous
fighters called Grudge Match
coming out this year and in this
latest celluloid fistic caper Robert
De Niro, aka Jake La Motta, fights
Sylvester Stallone, aka Rocky
Balboa, for revenge 30 years
after their last fight.
Both have Oscars, both have deep

scars from their sacrifices inside the
boxing ring in pursuit of acting glory
and both, it would appear, have a
grudge to settle; it all sounds perfectly
and brilliantly Hollywood and the trailer

has its moments.
In 1980's Raging Bull De Niro

portrayed the brilliant and often
psychotic world champion Jake La
Motta so perfectly that the real Jake, a
man whose company you never forget,
became a little concerned when De
Niro allegedly took his legendary
research a bit far with one of the
fighter's six wives.
Stallone has built a career on playing

the Philadelphia fighting legend Rocky,
a man he first created from his days as
a bum loser and then took through to
his days as a brain-damaged
millionaire, struggling with the death of
his baby turtles and Mickey his
cornerman. What else could these two
do but fight?
In theory the return to the ring of Sly

could get him into trouble with the
Boxing Hall of Fame, which convenes
each summer in Canastota, New York,
to induct the living and the dead from
boxing's finest nights in a surprisingly
joyless few days of solemn recognition.
However, to prove that the men behind

the Hall have a sense of humour they
included Sylvester Stallone a couple of
years ago, which is funny until you look
at the men they reject every 12 months.
Stallone, or his alter-ego Rocky Balboa,
is meant to stay retired and not end his
exile to fight 70-year-old De Niro.
Away from Hollywood an equally

bizarre fight is moving closer and closer
to becoming reality and I can't help
thinking that it has probably done the
rounds a bit like the original script for
Grudge Match. In one corner is
boxing's youthful, unbeaten and
insanely rich Floyd Mayweather and in
the other corner is the old man, felon
and self-confessed alien Bernard
Hopkins.
Mayweather has not lost in 45 fights

and competes with majesty in a weight
division two stone below the one that
Hopkins, at 48 years of age, is still
dominating in style. Hopkins has
offered to drop weight to make the fight
happen; it's a fight that on paper is only
slightly less ridiculous than De Niro v
Stallone.

However, Richard Schaefer, the boss
at Golden Boy, the company that
promotes both Hopkins and
Mayweather, has broken his silence
and when the Swiss-born,
multimillionaire philatelist talks, people
listen: "I have a plan. The number 50 is
out there; Bernard is approaching 50
and Floyd is getting close to 50 fights
without a loss. We all know that Rocky
Marciano retired undefeated after 49
fights. Floyd can go to 50 and this is a
fight that gets my promotional juices
going." Hopkins has promised to lose a
stone and Mayweather has not yet
ruled out gaining a few pounds.
On Saturday night in Atlantic City

Hopkins, who turns 49 in January,
retained his IBF light-heavyweight title
in a slugfest against Karo Murat, who
was 18 years younger. It was world title
fight No 32 for Hopkins and he entered
the ring wearing a full-face green alien
mask; he left with a big smile knowing
that he was closer to Mayweather and
a fight that Hollywood's boxing writers
would love to have invented.

Saturday, 9th
November, sees
London champions
box in the quarter
finals of what was The
National Association of
Boys Clubs
Championships. 
The championships are

competed over 3 age
groups, 16yr: 17yr: with
the final age group
being 18 and 19 year
olds, who box 3 x 3
minute rounds. All this
action takes place, @
12.30pm, in Camberley,
at Turners Boxing Academy, Barossa Gym,
Collingwood College.

In recent times, these championships,
which have been staged for over 80 years,
seem to get renamed annually, now they
are called, “Ambition”. Guess the
rebranding guys and gals had an off day,
never mind I’m sure there will be another,
new name to contend with next year. 
London’s champs box the best from

Essex, Norfolk, Suffolk, Kent, Sussex and
Surrey and you can reckon at least one of
the boxers on show will break through to
represent Great Britain in 2016 at the Rio
Olympics and at least one other boxer, from
this crop, will, at the very least, win a British,
professional, boxing title, so a great
afternoon’s entertainment for a tenner, five
pounds for juniors.
Almaty, Kazakhstan, was the scene for the

recent amateur  world boxing
championships, GB won two bronze, not
bad considering it was 2001 when, Carl
Froch, won England’s first ever World
Championship medal, a bronze, in Belfast.
Londoners, Charlie Edwards and Joe

Joyce, both, went out of the Worlds, early
doors. Charlie, was winning comfortably, but
was stopped because of a cut eye. 
Cut eyes were the tale of Almaty as this

was the first tournament, since the Seoul
Olympics, boxed without headguards. I was
never a lover of headguards, but it has to be
admitted, that cut eyes were virtually
eliminated, from amateur boxing, by the
introduction of headguards.  it was notable,
in Almaty, that without headguards cut eyes
will see some of the best boxers not
winning titles because of cut eye
stoppages. It’s an open secret that the
Olympic Committee is keen to keep
headguards on at the Olympics, Almaty will
add to their argument.
Mik Bassi,[ Mik and all the Bassi family are

fixtures on the London amateur boxing
scene, as boxers and officials], was judged
World Amateur Boxing’s , AIBA’s, referee
and judge of the year, adding to the honour
Mik received at the London 2012 Olympics,
where he took the Olympic oath on behalf
of the world’s referees and judges.
Terry Edwards MBE and Dave Pocknell,

the London cabbies who were behind GB’s
Olympic boxing success at Beijing 2008,
took control of Turkey’s team in Almaty, we
wait to hear if they will carry on coaching
Turkey through to Rio 2016?

Brentwood’s, smooth moving, Danny
Dignum, won a boxing, middleweight,
bronze at the World Combat Games, in St
Petersburg, championships that feature
competition in most forms of combat sports.
Having previously mentioned, the possible

demise of Stowe ABC, in Harrow Rd,
London W2, a club so successfully run, for
years, by London Cabbie, Geoff Armand
and his son, Paul, along with the Martin
brothers, well, Herol “Bomber” Graham, one
of Britain’s most successful and skilful
professional boxers, is rumoured to be
taking over the running of boxing at Stowe,
let’s see what happens?
ABA England’s aggro drags on, an EGM

will now be held on Sunday, 24th
November at 1pm where the newbies, who

currently are in charge, attempt to stop the
boxing clubs from taking back control of
their sport. The clubs will win, but expect
this drama to drag into 2014.
Finally, great news for amateur boxing in

London, Scrubs Lane, innovative, recycling
outfit, Powerday, have decided to continue
their partnership with London ABA for a
further 4 years, investing £160,000, over the
four years, extending London ABA’s ability
to use London’s amateur boxing clubs to
reach London’s disadvantaged,
handicapped, excluded and isolated youth
and engage them, via boxing, training
sessions, with the rest of their local
community.
Until next time, drive safely, enjoyably and

profitabily.

The Boddyman

- BOXNATION

“Ambition” and Questions

Steve Bunce

-BOXNATION

Mayweather v
Hopkins closer

Jake La Motta

22  Issue 214 - November 2013

Left to right: Frankie Barrett, Harry Connolly, GB champion, Vlada Agabekyan,
Danny O'Donnell, Danny Barrett,  reigning GB champ,
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Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com

SIMIA WALL
The Taxi Drivers Accountants

Specialising in:
Accounts preparation:
� Offices in City & North London
� HMRC enquiry insuance (75% discounts)
� Associated law firm (25% discount)
� Tax Returns completed
� Loss of earnings claims
� Personal Injury claims management
� References for banks etc.

178 Bishopsgate, London EC2M 4NJ / Also at Devonshire House, Stanmore HA7 1JS / For appointments phone: 020 8732 5525

First consultation free of charge

SPECIAL OFFER
PERSONAL INJURY 
REFERAL SCHEME £200

HAD AN ACCIDENT?
We can arrange for your claim to be managed 
by associated in house team dealing with
everything from injury claim, loss of earnings,
bent metal repairs and most importantly
arranging a REPLACEMENT VEHICLE.





Blue Anchor
Garage 
Testing

All taxis welcome!

46 Raymouth Road, London
SE16 2DB

Tel: 020 7237 3696

K.W. TAXI
SERVICES
UNIT 10 BRYANT AVENUE 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ROMFORD
ESSEX RM3 0BY

01708 373 786

FAIRWAY, TXI, TXII, TX4

Overhauls, Servicing, Repairs
Fitting only LTI Factory Parts

cab rental, best rates,
24hr RAC cover, Fairway, TXI

KEEPING LONDON’S
TAXIS MOVING
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For the best in homemade 
Italian cooking

72 St John St, EC1

Tel: 020 7253 1907

Tasty Café

Pasta, chicken, 

meatballs, lamb, pork

escalopes, sirloin steaks 

a speciality

MEALS
£7.00 INCLUDING TEAS AND 

COFFEES
£8.00 SIRLOIN STEAK DINNERS

PLASMA TV FOR 
ALL FOOTBALL

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com

Unbelievable Prices

TX / VITO REMOULDS

£38.50+VAT

TEL: 0207 231 5857
72 ENID STREET, BERMONDSEY, LONDON, SE16 3RA

MORRIS TYRE
SERVICES

London’s only independent 
taxi trade organisation

Don’t delay... join today!  020 7394 5553






