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ADDISON LEE
Following on from last month’s
front page exclusive regarding
Addison Lee and how we firmly
believed that the introduction of
the new taxi Apps such as
Hailo and GetTaxi had been
affecting his business, it came
as no surprise to us that he has
sold up his business to the
Carlyle Group for £300m.
This just goes to show the full

potential of our trade when the
proper investment is applied to
our trade� long may this
continue!

LAW COMMISSION

UPDATE
On Tuesday 30th April the
United Trade group was
scheduled to appear at
Parliament to again lobby on
behalf of the licensed taxi
trade.
Unfortunately, due to the last

minute closure of parliament
this did not take place. The
Law Commission’s interim

report appeared to be moving
in the right direction for the
London cab trade. However,
the government response
appears to contradict the
positive elements of the report.
As a trade we must stay firm
and united and keep fighting for
all our futures.

HEATHROW

AIRPORT
HALTS will be no more after
the 1st July. This is great news
for all the hard working honest
taxi drivers who work the flyers. 
With the recent increase from

TFL and the extra 78p that
drivers will no longer have to
pay HALTS, drivers will save
around £1.60 a job, plus the
chance to get the long rides
that used to be siphoned off by
the HALTS iphone gang.
The trade groups will now be
focusing on the trade’s
presence at the terminals and
the marshals’ activities.

AGM
Finally can I please remind all
members that this year’s AGM
will be held on Tuesday 14th
May at 7pm. This year Helen
Chapman will be in attendance
to hold a Q&A on all relevant
trade matters.
As usual, refreshments and

secure parking will be
available, so I look forward to a
full house. 

Editorial
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When John and I joined this
directorate it soon became crystal
clear that all the systems and
processes that are in place are
outdated and antiquated. Over
the past three years we have
therefore embarked upon a series
of changes to modernise the
services and improve security,
including implementing quality
performance indicators,
monitoring checks, closing the
counter service to reduce cash
handling and also to help
minimise the risk of staff being
bribed. 
Other changes were longer term

and are wrapped up in our re-let and
modernisation project, which is
going live in a phased approach
throughout this year but will
significantly reduce manual
handling, improve security of
applications and auditing even
further and enable all applications to
be tracked “on line”. 
As a direct result of our internal

monitoring and audit procedures a
manager in our licensing team
identified some suspicious
circumstances surrounding one
employee. At the time this employee
had asked a number of drivers that
were renewing their bill if they would
like to come into Palestra and pay
cash, rather than take a card
payment over the phone. Although
this practice isn’t unheard of if there
has been a specific issue with a
driver and we need to licence them
quickly, it was unusual for there to
be a few in a short space of time. As
a result, we immediately suspended
the employee and contacted the
police and asked them to investigate
fully. 
The employee was subsequently

arrested at his home address by the
police and dismissed from TfL
employment for gross misconduct.
He has subsequently been
convicted of Theft Employee and
ordered to do 300 hours’ community
service over 12 months and to pay
back £2500 to TfL. 
As a result of this activity and

resulting investigation I can assure
you this was an isolated issue
involving one employee. All the
applications were processed
correctly (CRB, medicals etc) with
the exception of correct banking of
the cash. At no stage were any
licences or badges ‘sold’ to
unlicensed drivers and at no point
were passengers put at risk through
the irresponsible actions of this
employee. Whilst regrettable, it was
as a direct result of our quality

processes that this matter was
uncovered.
“We identified an issue through

the regular quality monitoring
processes that were put in place
shortly after I joined London Taxi
and Private Hire. A Manager in our
licensing team identified suspicious
behaviour relating to one employee
that dealt with taxi driver renewal
applications and immediately
brought this to my attention. We
involved the police immediately and
asked them to investigate and we
suspended the employee pending
the outcome of the investigation.
The employee concerned was
subsequently arrested at his home
address by the police and we
dismissed him from TfL
employment for gross misconduct.
A thorough investigation ensued

through which we were able to
satisfy ourselves that this action
was isolated to one employee and
there was never an issue that
badges / licences were being
provided to unlicensed drivers. The
employee was undertaking all the
necessary checks to renew a driver
correctly (e.g. CRB) but was not
processing the payment through
our licensing system.
We are pleased that a guilty

verdict was reached. The message
to all our staff is clear – we will not
tolerate such behaviour and
anyone tempted to choose this
route will feel the full force of the
law.”

Helen Chapman, General 
Manager of London Taxi &
Private Hire.

Chapman calms fears over 
“bills for cash” rumours at Palestra

Rumours surrounding members
of staff at Palestra who had
allegedly been taking cash from
cab drivers in return for their
bills have been rife for months in
the trade.
But on the 17th April 2013 Brazilian

national and ex member of staff at
Palestra, Mr Marcos Gurgel was

found guilty of fraudulently
obtaining £249 from taxi driver and
Ex LCDC Secretary Stan Marut.
He was arrested and cautioned and

gave evidence to the TFL fraud
department at Windsor House in
January. The CPS took him to
Magistrates’ Court at Camberwell
Green and he was found guilty of

theft.
He was sentenced to 300 hours’

community work within the next
12 months and was ordered to pay
compensation of £250.
The Club spoke to Helen Chapman

regarding this matter and she has
provided The Badge with the below
response.

Helen Chapman - LTPH
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By Micky Walker

SOMETHING NOT

RIGHT HERE!

What Have TFL and the sale of
Addison Lee (AL) got in
common? The business
advisory firm, Deloitte.
I guess we have all heard that AL

have been sold for £300 million.
For starters I find that figure very
hard to believe. The buyers,
Carlyle Group did not actually
mention the sale price in the press
release and you did read it in the
London Evening Standard, after
all. This is the same newspaper
that in the same article stated that
AL had 4,500 PHVs. This is the
same paper that a few days later,
when reporting on the bus lane
case, quoted AL’s QC stating they
had 2,900 PHVs. I doubt the price
is even half of what the Standard
quoted.
That’s not the important point

here though. The big deal is when
we consider TFL’s indirect
connection to this. Whatever the
price paid, it is a big deal and the
company involved in buying it are
a big deal. The Carlyle Group are
an international investment fund,
worth $170 billion. Their Euro
Partners III fund that has bought
AL handles a fund of 5.4 billion
Euros. When these people spend
their money, it isn’t like an impulse
buy when you see a shirt you like.
They research what they are
buying and what they are prepared
to pay for it. This takes months,
rather than weeks.
Back in November of last year,

Griffin had a hissy fit and wrote to
The Mayor complaining about how
unfairly LTPH and John Mason

were treating the private hire
trade. This is the man who
contributed £100,000 to Boris’s
election campaign. While such
donations will not sway the
Mayor’s thinking, it will certainly
make sure that when the donor
speaks, the Mayor will listen. The
result was that Leon Daniels
commissioned Deloitte to
undertake a complete review of
LTPH and, presumably, make
recommendations. The Badge
reported that the consequences
could be pressure to give access
to bus lanes for PH, PH ranks and
less regulation.
As far as I am aware, no results

have been produced to date,
although in practice, John Mason
has been moved sideways from
his job as head of LTPH.
Coincidence? Who knows?
Now along come Carlyle Group

and decide to buy Europe’s
biggest PH operator, the London –
centred AL. Who advised Carlyle
on this sale? Something’s not right
here. If Deloitte are still advising
Leon Daniels and/or were still
advising him when they began
advising Carlyle, there must surely
be a serious conflict of interest
here?
International firms like Carlyle are

well-known for bending and
shaping financial rules and
regulations, all within the law of
course. First thing to look for in
this sort of thing is where such
firms are incorporated. In the USA,
they will usually be incorporated in
Delaware (as Carlyle are), one of
the smallest states. They do not
actually do very much business
there but Delaware financial
regulations are less stringent than
in most other states. This is the
state that rules against
shareholders having any say in the
compensation packages of
company top employees. 
There is a single building in

Delaware that houses the offices
of 217,000 different companies.
I re-state that this is all perfectly

legal but it shows that large
businesses will do whatever they
can, within the law, to shape rules
and regulations to their own

advantage. So why use Deloitte? It
is no coincidence. It has to be said
that Deloitte are one of only four
firms that would be likely to be
used for this purchase. However,
is it coincidence that they are the
firm that is advising the regulatory
body and the new owners of
Europe’s largest PH operator?
How on earth can a firm advising

on how the regulatory body is run,
be allowed also to advise the
largest operator being regulated by
that same regulatory body, LTPH?
Any findings by Deloitte should be
scrapped and another review
initiated. Could that mean
reinstating John Mason?
Otherwise, any future relaxation

of regulations of improvements to
the well-being of the PH trade
would have to be viewed as being
indirectly at the behest of the
owners of AL.

ON THE BUSES
It seems that public transport in
London is the place to meet new
people! A TFL survey found that
15% of all women travelling on
public transport are subjected to
unwanted sexual advances. Of
these, 91% never reported it to the
police. Some may say they
contribute to the problem by not
reporting incidents, but then it is
very easy to see why a victim
would expect very little response
to a complaint.

STaN
Leon Daniels has been out in
February with some of our trade
representatives to see first-hand
how the latest phase of Safer
Travel at Night (STaN) is working.
This centred on beefed-up
enforcement. According to TFL’s
Surface Transport Panel all were
very impressed with the increased
enforcement. As a night driver I
have to say that whoever our trade
people were, they appear to be
easily impressed. Three monkeys
come to mind.

TAXICARD
For the uninitiated, Taxicard is the
scheme that provides subsidised
taxi travel to 105,000 disabled

members. Although it is a radio
circuit account, it is such a large
account that it should be of
interest to the whole trade. 
It began in the early 80s by

Livingstone’s GLC and was shared
by the three major radio circuits.
Later on, Radio Taxis dropped out
and eventually Comcab secured
the whole account, the result of
which was that they had to begin
using PH for some of the rides in
order to cope with demand.
By 2002-03, TFL were

contributing £3.3 million to the
boroughs’ £3.5 million and this had
increased respectively to £13
million and £6.1 million by 2010-
11. Once Taxicard members’
minimum contribution is added,
this made the total account worth
around £75 million. The following
year there was an under-spend of
£5 million. It was hardly surprising
when the card holders’ rides were
reduced, the subsidy per ride was
cut and the card holder
contribution was raised
significantly.
As a result, TFL have now

decided to reduce their
contribution to £9.4 million, a 28%
cut, frozen at that rate until 2016.
TFL have recommended that the
boroughs do not make any further
variations to the number of rides,
subsidy per ride or passenger
contribution. However, Harrow are
already considering lowering the
number of rides and subsidy and
increasing passenger contribution
and where one goes, others will
follow.
The current measures will see

the value of this account fall by
something around 25% minimum.
Even though Comcab are now
using PH for many of these rides,
this is going to result in a serious
loss of taxi work that could be as
much as £15 million per year. This
will hit suburban drivers the
hardest but whether you are a
radio driver or not, that will be
another £15 million that radio
drivers will looking for on the
streets.
It’s good to know that TFL and

the boroughs are caring so well for
their most vulnerable people!

Walker on the March....

thelcdc@gmail.com
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RUSSELL HALL

Having been a cab driver for almost

30 years, my father was a cab

driver and my wife being a cab

driver you can safely say that the

cab business runs through my

veins. I, like many of you, thought

that by doing the Knowledge we

were home and dry in the financial

stakes. But there was a big

problem looming. More time in the

cab, less money being earned and

more mini cabs increasingly taking

our work. Something had to be

done.

I met up with Terry Runham and
Gary Jackson in January 2009 and
we embarked on changing the taxi
industry. We formed Taxlight. A simple
way that cab drivers could earn a bit
of extra money if they were going in
that particular direction. We knew we
were at the beginning of a new taxi
technology business, but things
weren’t going the way we were
planning. We needed to change
things. We were frustrated with the
business guys that we were working
with and we decided to part ways. We
were on a bit of a low; we all spent
about £30k each, put our family and
friends on hold and needed a bit of
luck. I applied to go on Dragon’s Den
but never got a reply. Gary met a
passenger who fell in love with what

we had created and offered to give us
a 6 figure sum to start again. At the
same time, November 2010, three
businessmen, Jay Bregman, Caspar
Woolley and Ron Zeghibe,
approached us
We met at a café in Charlotte Street,

and ended up chatting for hours about
the gripes and moans of both cabbies
and customers.
The diagnosis was simple: cab

drivers’ shifts are inefficient and the
customers are left frustrated with not
being able to find a black cab when
they really need one.
So, while Gary, Terry and I worked

out what the business should look like,
Jay, Ron and Caspar worked out the
tech aspect.
That’s how Hailo was born.
For customers, it’s just two taps to a

cab, and for cabbies it’s much like
what has been missing in this game
for decades and that’s getting work
that’s been slipping through our
fingers by the £1,000s on an hourly
basis and no one doing anything
about it. All this was about to change.
To bring an idea to life you need to

have a perfect marriage; a solid
knowledge base to work from, and
that’s exactly what we have in our
founders. Cab drivers’ knowledge and
passion, combined with expert
technological acumen. It’s always
going to be a Eureka moment in my

life. 
Most apps are never downloaded

and those that are downloaded are
never used. So, the first thing we
needed to do was to create an app
that worked.
We've succeeded where others

haven't due to the fact that we put
London Licensed taxi drivers in the
forefront of the app. Simple. From the
very beginning it was always going to
Black Cabs only and our recent
advertising campaigns show the main
strap line ‘Back in Black’ which aims to
attract people back into black cabs.
We have a dedicated driver office at

51 Great Suffolk Street manned by
The Hailo Driver team and every one
of them are cabbies like you and me.
While on the other side of the Thames
at Somerset House we have one of
the largest and most sophisticated
mobile engineering and product teams
anywhere in the world. We're always
improving and taking advantage of
new smartphone hardware and
software. You’ve got to stay on top of
all the latest developments and
always be one step ahead of your
competitors; you must have the
sharpest knowledge. I know Gary and
Terry share my emotion of being
tremendously satisfied with what we
have achieved; drivers constantly say
how much they love the app and how
much it’s changed their working life.

What's the key to success? Well it's
cabbies of course and rest assured,
after all the improvements that we
have made, there's going to be a
whole lot more.
But Gary, Terry and I tend to forget

the hard times we spent in those early
days when some people in this
industry laughed us at. We had to
learn to be bullet proof from some in
this trade. I could never understand it
really. Making allegations of this and
that. Some were associates of myself
and still put out false stories in the
social media world hiding behind
pseudonyms. Also the times when we
couldn't raise money; when everyone
was saying "No;" the times you
couldn’t make people believe.
What I will say is that Grant Davis,

the Chairman of the Club, has been a
big fan of what we are achieving and I
want to thank him and the rest of his
membership on their support. This
support gives me and the rest of the
team great encouragement.
Our sole aim was, and still is, is to

make every cabdriver’s life a little
easier. We've just launched Fixed
Price Fares to all London airports, plus
a whole host of other stuff is planned
for the coming months, so our work
will never be done.

Hailo: Everything from A-Z
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Airport Matters
BY PETER “THE CANNON”
L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP

HEATHROW LTD. (BAA) has notified

the taxi trade organisations that

private company HALTS Ltd. will

cease to manage the taxi desks in

the passenger terminals, when

HALTS’ contract terminates on the

last day of June. 

At the time of going to press, the latest
advice from BAA is that there are no
immediate plans to seek a new taxi
desk contractor either before or after
HALTS’ departure. The HALT(S) levy
will no longer be payable as from July
onwards and the current gate money
charge of £6.00 is to be reduced
accordingly. However, nothing is set in
stone at Heathrow and BAA could very
easily change its mind about HALTS
and allow the dysfunctional company to
find new ways to attach itself to the Taxi
System. 
In theory, the provision of information

on taxi services is unlikely to be a
problem in the passenger terminals
after HALTS vacates the desks. Private
hire (PH) doesn’t have fixed desks but
maintains a high profile presence in the
terminals by using fully manned mobile
information trolleys. BAA has neither
said nor inferred that PH has been
granted a monopoly on promoting its
onward travel services or that the taxi
trade can’t have the same facilities as
PH. The PH mobile trolleys in Terminals
1 and 3 can be seen actively
advertising the services of Eco Express
Cars and Green Tomato Cars. 
The original purpose for having the

taxi desks was to provide information to
make sure that travellers know where
to find taxis for immediate hiring on
Heathrow’s ranks. However, under the
management of HALTS the taxi desks
soon began to specialise in advising
passengers not to use the ranks or only
use them as a last resort. The result of
this coercion was that ‘walk-ups’ to the
desks ended up paying HALTS’ over-
priced fixed fares into central London.
The systematic overcharging at the
desks is still going on and metered
fares of £55 become £85 fixed fares. 
BAA can’t deliberately permit the

promotion of private hire over and

above licensed London taxis. To do so
would undoubtedly constitute an issue
that could easily be settled within the
existing framework of competition law
and settled in the taxi trade’s favour.
Whatever PH does to promote its
services in the terminals and attract
passengers, if the right people are
chosen to represent the licensed taxi
trade, we can show that our services
are much better than PH’s. It’s
absolutely essential to have information
on taxis in the terminals and there’s no
shortage of good ideas in the pipe-line
to make sure the right information is
going to be seen by all would be taxi
passengers. But above all, the closure
of HALTS’ desks isn’t going to be a
catastrophic event for either passengers
or ordinary drivers who choose to steer
clear of HALTS’ type fixed fares
schemes. Without HALTS’ presence in
the terminals, more taxi passengers will
discover the sheer convenience of
using the ranks and paying metered
fares, instead of paying to be ripped off
by HALTS. 

Law on Tendering 
With the imminent departure of

HALTS from the taxi desks, there’s
been a lot of badly-informed discussion
at Heathrow on the subject of the law of
tendering. In the context of the desks,
the facts on how the law applies are
fairly straight forward. If BAA does a U
turn and decides to find a new taxi desk
contractor after HALTS leaves, there’s
no legal requirement for Heathrow Ltd.
(aka BAA) to invite tenders for the
contract. BAA is not a public authority
and the services it provides to the
London taxi trade aren’t public sector
projects that involve the expenditure of
money from the public purse. For the
avoidance of doubt, if BAA decides
after all to invite tenders to provide any
type of taxi information service in the
passenger terminals, it would be
defined as a private decision that BAA
is entitled to make. It’s not a commercial
matter that would be regulated by either
the UK’s public procurement laws or the
2004 European Directive on public

procurement projects. In other words,
BAA is free to conduct negotiations with
any prospective contractor of BAA’s
choice who meets criteria set by BAA.

HALTS v HATDU
HALTS is making feeble attacks on

the integrity of HATDU and it all seems
to be borne out of jealousy. HATDU is a
self-funding and successful provider of
credit card services to Heathrow
drivers. Unlike HALTS, only drivers who
use HATDU’s services are obliged to
pay for them. HATDU’s services aren’t
subsidised, whereas HALTS gets a
14% share of the gate money and
squanders it on the salaries of over-
paid, under-qualified, fat cats who
lounge around in HALTS plush air-
conditioned office. Colin Evans claims
in front of anybody who will listen to him
that HALTS’ fixed fare schemes are
now generating enough work to pay for
themselves. But in his glossy news
letter, he lets the cat out of the bag by
whining that HALTS will go under
unless it continues to receive the £40k
per month HALT levy. 

Del Boy
HALTS chairman Colin Evans is a

chirpy Del Boy character whose career
chronology is worthy of brief analysis.
For the past fours years since the
incorporation of his private company
HALTS, he has got away with using the
HALT levy to fund a taxi booking
service that’s only of benefit to a small
hand-picked group of i-Phone drivers. It
would be fair to say that despite the
HALT(S) chairman’s many years of
attachment to the taxi trade, his
organisation is totally incapable of ever
becoming a respectable business that
could provide benefits for a measurable
majority of Heathrow drivers. Despite all
the arrogant boasts that HALTS' fixed

fare schemes would eventually
overtake metered fares as the accepted
standard at Heathrow, the proof of the
pudding remains in the eating. The
fixed price rip-offs at the desks are
going to stop as soon as HALTS
departs from the terminals. HALTS’
directors have seriously overestimated
the strength and value of their
relationship with the Transport for
London Board. The Board no longer
demonstrates any interest in either
endorsing or exploring plans for the
expansion of unmetered fares at
Heathrow. 
In the latest news letter from HALTS,

Colin Evans pleads that his ailing
company should be given a second
chance to manage the taxi desks.
Looking at the overall picture of HALTS’
current predicament, it isn’t just
Heathrow drivers who want to see the
winding down of HALTS’ business
activities : the CAA, Transport for
London, the FSA and the Competition
Commission must have all had a belly-
full of hearing about the shenanigans at
HALTS’ taxi desks. 

HALTS Desk Employees
HALTS directors are also whining that

Heathrow drivers should consider the
plight of desk staff who will lose their
jobs. But the directors seem to forget
they have had over three years notice
to plan ahead for the 30th of June
2013. Given that their desk contract’s
end date must have been known at its
start date, it’s a waste of time for a
HALTS to claim that HALTS’ employees
are the hapless victims of an
unpredictable event. Presumably
HALTS’ directors have ring-fenced
enough money from the £40,000 per
month HALT levy to compensate
HALTS’ employees who will be affected
by the contract’s termination. 
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GetTaxi – the free app which

racked up almost a million

downloads (and counting�) 

– allows you to order a taxi

wherever you are and pay with

a tap of a button, directly from

your iPhone, Android or

Blackberry. 

No more phone calls. No more
waiting in line. GetTaxi will
pinpoint your location on the map
or use the location finder to pick
you up from any address or
popular landmarks around you.
The app also lets you track your
cab on its way to you in real-time
and get an estimated time of
arrival.
The GetTaxi revolution began in

July 2010. The mission was
simple – to wow passengers and
drivers alike by giving them a
more reliable, user-friendly and
safe way to travel around their
cities. After a successful launch in
Israel, GetTaxi launched the
service in London in August 2011
and later on in Moscow and St.
Petersburg, with a New York City
launch planned for the very near
future. Today, GetTaxi is a global
virtual taxi grid, crossing three
continents and introducing game-
changing technology and an
unbelievable user experience that
takes transportation to lofty new
heights. Already, at peak times,

someone, somewhere around the
world, is taking a GetTaxi ride
every second. 
With nearly 2,000 Black cabs,

the streets of London are pulsing
with the GetTaxi vibe and
customers are experiencing an
unprecedented service level, full
control and most importantly, a
hassle-free way to get a taxi
quickly, safely and easily. 
GetTaxi offers drivers quality

private and account work
streamed directly to the taxi
driver's ultimate companion – an
easy to use, state-of-the-art tablet
utilising the GetTaxi technology.
The system sends the rides
directly to the nearest driver and
thus saving time, gas and dead
mileage. GetTaxi is supporting
the licensed taxi drivers in
London and is going to great
lengths to win back the work from
mini-cabs and unlicensed private
hire. Striving for this goal, beyond
the great experience and
professional drivers, GetTaxi
offers, are fixed prices for airport
rides (and soon to many other
areas), and the best deal for
drivers (including bonuses, perks
and benefits) and the GetTaxi
family feeling – the drivers always
have someone there for support. 
Roy Manor, the MD of GetTaxi

UK, is a snowboard-loving father

of four. Here from the time
GetTaxi UK took its very first spin,
Manor orchestrated everything,
from the technical logistics and
development to strategy and
sales, as well as keeping an eye
or two on the money! Prior to
being GetTaxi's leader in the UK,

he re-structured one of the
biggest manufacturers for the
Ministry of Defence, making the
company profitable after 5 years
of loss and founded an online
travel start-up, creating
partnerships with the travel
industries biggest suppliers.

The GetTaxi Revolution has started

“In the March edition of Call

Sign, Dial-a-Cab made false

allegations concerning

GetTaxi. They said that Get axi

were entering the mini cab

business, and are associated

with Addison Lee and John

Griffin. 

This is simply untrue. GetTaxi’s
solicitors immediately contacted
Dial-a-Cab to correct the position.
Dial-a-Cab have stated in an

open letter to our solicitors dated
11 April 2013 that they published

the article alleging that we
“received work from Addison Lee
through their platform” “based on
information received from a
reliable source”. 
Dial-a-Cab has conceded that it

“is wrong to say that [GetTaxi] is
now part of the Addison Lee
platform and so our client was
wrong to say so in the April 2013
edition of Call Sign”.
Dial-a-Cab have removed the

offending article from their
website and agreed to publish a

correction in the next edition of
Call Sign. GetTaxi regret that
Dial-a-Cab decided to publish
falsehoods concerning a rival
without bothering to verify the
facts with us, but are pleased that
the matter has now been
resolved.
I would like to take this

opportunity to assure all of you
that GetTaxi has never worked
with a mini cab company and has
no intentions to do so in the
future. We are doing our best to

provide this trade with what it
needs to win back work lost to
the mini cab industry and working
alongside private hire companies
is not part of our strategy.
Please feel free to contact me

directly, or our driver services
team, if you have any queries or
would like any further
clarification.”

Roy Manor - GetTaxi 

GetTaxi forces Dial-a-Cab retraction
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TAXI DESKS - THE FACTS NOT FICTION

MONDAY & TUESDAY NIGHT

CABBIE SPECIAL

£7.95 FISH AND CHIPS 
and a cup of tea. Dine in only

King’s Square, off Central Street EC1

24 Hr TAXI BREAKDOWN
We come to you!

Taxi specialists 
Roadside assistance

TXI-TX2-TX4-MERCEDES

Call VELI: 07956333086 / HAMIT: 07804254875

EDDIE SYMES

- HATDU
1. HALTS HAD A CONTRACT WITH BAA/HAL TO MANAGE THE TAXI DESKS.

2. BAA/HAL HAVE TERMINATED THIS CONTRACT FROM 30th JUNE 2013.

THEREFORE HALTS LOST THE TAXI DESKS.

3. BAA/HAL ASKED HATDU - LCDC - LTDA - UNITE & HALTS IF THEY WANTED TO 

PUT THE TAXI DESKS OUT TO TENDER OR LET THEM RETURN TO THE RETAIL 

DEPARTMENT.

4. IF THEY WENT OUT TO TENDER THIS MEANT THAT ANY TAXI RELATED 

COMPANY WITH ACCESS TO SUBSTANTIAL FUNDS COULD BID FOR THE TAXI 

DESKS AND DID NOT GUARANTEE THAT THEY WOULD REMAIN WITH 

LICENSED LONDON TAXIS.

5. THE REDUCED RENTAL THAT HALTS RECEIVED FROM BAA/HAL WOULD ALSO 

RETURN TO EXPENSIVE STANDARD RATES.

6. BAA/HAL CONFIRMED, IN WRITING , THAT THE DESKS COULD NOT BE USED 

BY ANY TAXI/PRIVATE HIRE/MINICAB COMPANY IN FUTURE AND WOULD 

RETURN TO RETAIL ONLY.

7. HATDU - LCDC - LTDA VOTED FOR THIS OPTION.
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I read with interest the unaccredited

article “Guide to credit card

payments” (Issue no 208) and the

author’s suggestion that we are in

some way unclear with regards to

our policy or support for card

payment acceptance in taxis. This is

not the case.

We are very supportive of card
acceptance in taxis, either by physical
card systems within taxis or via hailing
and booking applications and systems.
We would also certainly agree with the
view expressed in the article that any
card payment processing, either in the
taxi itself or via web bookings or
applications, should be fully compliant
in accordance with all the relevant and
applicable banking and finance
regulations. We have made this point
very clear to anyone seeking to
process taxi fares using credit and
debit cards. 
Recently we were contacted by some

card processing providers and VISA
who state, in their view, that the
processing of card payments in taxis
using the driver’s phone via an “app” is
not PCI compliant. At the same time we
have also been advised that
Mastercard and others have no such
concerns and consider payment using
this method to be acceptable. This

appears to be an inconsistency in
internal banking policy from one card
provider to another and an issue for
them, not TfL to resolve.  
Our position is simple - if any card

provider feels that a payment
processing system is not in accordance
with their policies or PCI compliant then
they should take immediate steps to
address such matters directly with the
provider and this is not a role for us as
the Licensing Authority. If they were
really concerned about this practice or
felt it posed a risk to their card holder
customers they could stop it overnight
by withdrawing the “offending”
provider’s ability to process their cards
yet, for whatever reasons, have chosen
not to. 
While everyone is entitled to their

opinion I cannot agree TfL should be
mandating a flat fee for card payments
or mandating they must use a
particular type of in vehicle card
processing system. You will recall that
we consulted on the subject of
mandating card payment acceptance
during the last tariff review and the
general consensus was that more and
more drivers than ever before were
accepting cards one way or another
and mandating was, therefore,
unnecessary. John Mason, Director - London Taxi & Private Hire

TFL: We back credit card usage in taxis
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LONDON CAB DRIVERS’ CLUB
AGM TUESDAY MAY 14TH
THE BISCUIT FACTORY @ 7PM  

LONDON CAB DRIVERS’ CLUB

FEBRUARYDECEMBER / JANUARY

JULY / AUGUSTJUNEMAY
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AGM - TUESDAY MAY 14TH

APRILMARCH

NOVEMBEROCTOBERSEPTEMBER

LONDON CAB DRIVERS’ CLUB
AGM TUESDAY MAY 14TH
THE BISCUIT FACTORY @ 7PM  
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Southwark Bridge Testing Station is a family run business and is
located in Southwark SE1. It offers a full range of garage services for
all makes and models of cars and light vans, including MOTs, brakes,
suspensions, exhausts, air-conditioning, electrical and diagnostics, as

well as a wide range of servicing.

So if your vehicle needs an MOT, servicing or repairs, please contact
us or just call in to make an appointment. Also, while you wait for your
MOT, you can take advantage and use our free wifi, so you can carry

on working and not miss those important emails or deadlines.

Southwark Bridge Testing Station

164 Southwark Bridge Road,
Southwark, SE1 0DG

tel: 0208 620 0201
e-mail: sbmots@talktalk.net
web: www.sbmots.co.uk

Southwark Bridge 
Testing Station

� M.O.T

� BRAKES

� SUSPENSIONS

� DIAGNOSTICS

� WATER/OIL

� SERVICE

� EXHAUSTS

� AIR-CON

� ELECTRICAL

� ALL REPAIRS

Tony Forsythe: 
“Why two M.O.Ts are as easy as 123”

With the new testing regime of
two M.O.Ts coming into force on
1st March, I visited Long lane
Taxi Centre in Southwark Bridge
Road to see how they were
gearing up for the change.

Tony Forsythe, who runs Long Lane
Taxi Centre along with his brother
Simon, was very optimistic about the
upcoming changes.

“For the last few months we have
been working alongside Southwark
Bridge Testing Centre, which is situated
within our garage complex, to deliver a
stress free service to all our existing
customers, as well as welcoming new
drivers who just require a one stop
shop with no hassle.”

Tony, who runs one of the biggest TX4
fleets in the capital, was keen to point

out the advantages of using Long Lane
for your new testing requirements.

“Drivers can come into us and relax in
the waiting room, have a cup of tea,
and watch the news whilst we put their
taxi up on the ramp and see what they
need. We offer an M.O.T test with a no
failure fee and if the test flags up a
faulty item then we can repair it
straightaway and put it back on the

ramp and get a pass. We are also
offering drivers a fixed top end check
for just £100, which checks things such
as lights, belts, etc, as well as a full
valet.”

As well as offering a fantastic body
shop facility, servicing, running repairs
and also taxi rentals, Long Lane is
forging ahead as a real One-Stop-Shop
for all the needs of a working cabbie.

Tony Forsythe of Long Lane Long Lane body shop for TX and Mercedes Long Lane taxi centre offers full body shop repairs
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A London borough has agreed to
pay back 11,000 wrongly issued
motoring fines, potentially
costing it more than £1 million.

Islington issued the penalty charge
notices over a four-month period for
violations at a “pinch point” to slow
down traffic on a notorious rat run for
lorries. Drivers were fined using CCTV
evidence for entering a restricted lane
on Drayton Park, opposite Arsenal’s
Emirates stadium.

But after one driver appealed, the
council was forced to admit that they
did not have the proper consent for
the changes they made last
November. The restrictions have been
suspended while the council seeks
planning permission.

Islington has agreed to pay back the
11,000 fines worth between £700,000
to £1.4 million if motorists send in their
penalty charge notices.

The mistake came to light following
the appeal by Jeanette Michaels, 59,
who was helped by  campaigner Albert
Herbert. Islington’s Parking and Traffic
Appeals Service ruled that her ticket
was invalid because the traffic

management order was not amended
in line with the new road signs. 

Ms Michaels’ railway worker son
Barry Salter, who was with his mother
when the fine was issued, added: “If I
had to use one word to summarise
Islington council’s performance, it
would be ‘incompetence’.”

Highbury Liberal Democrat councillor
Julie Horten said: “Islington’s
incompetence has cost up to £1
million and drivers should now be
refunded automatically. Why should
they have to appeal when it has now
been proven that this width restriction
has been a disaster from day one?”

The council said that it could not
make automatic refunds as it does not
hold the information of those fined. A
spokesman said: “We are very sorry
for the confusion. If drivers believe
they have been issued with an
incorrect penalty charge notice they
should get in touch with us and we will
refund any incorrect tickets.” The
council said the lorry ban width
restriction in Drayton Park was put in
at residents’ requests and has led to a
fall in HGVs using the road from 2,000

per week to 100. 
Islington made the ninth largest

surplus of the 33 boroughs on parking

with a 2011 profit of £5.6 million,
according to RAC figures. 
Source: Evening Standard

The Piccadilly Two Way Scheme
(P2W) is one of Westminster City
Council’s "Living City" pledges and
is being introduced by the City
Council in partnership with Transport
for London and the Crown Estate.
Part 1 of the scheme was completed
in October 2011 and introduced two-
way working in Pall Mall, St James’s
Street and Piccadilly between St
James’s Street and Piccadilly Circus,
together with significant public realm
improvements.

The City Council is now progressing
with the design and modelling for the
next stage, (Part 2) that consist of
similar public ream improvements along
Haymarket, Lower Regent Street and
Waterloo Place. Unlike Part 1 of the
project, the current proposals intend to
leave Haymarket and Lower Regent
Street as one-way streets, except for
the short section of Waterloo Place (to
the south of Charles II Street), where
two-way operation was introduced in
July this year. This was undertaken as

an early stage of the Part 2 works.
In Haymarket, the carriageway will be

reduced to three lanes and the bus lane
removed. The footway widths will be
substantially increased and repaved
with artificial stone paving (ASP), new
street lighting will be introduced to
modern ullumination standards and
street clutter will be reduced. 

Lower Regent Street will see widened
footway pavements, high quality York
stone paving and wall mounted lighting
will replace existing lamp columns

At a recent meeting between the trade
Orgs and Westminster City Council, we
finally got to see the detailed plans of
the new Haymarket designs. At first
glance it was very apparent to us that
once again the needs of the taxi trade
were being pushed to the back and the
initial plans for our ranks were
completely useless. It seems that
Westminster City Council wish to push
forward with their plans which includes
taking away some bus and coach stops
and then reinstate the taxi ranks in

places around the Haymarket that really
is no good to anyone.

Also, Westminster City Council are
looking to create an environment not
unlike Exhibition Road were minimalism
is the name of the game and their plans
do not include taxi ranks to be painted
on their precious road surfaces which
we feel is completely over the top as
we need a taxi rank to be painted in to

protect it for the trade. Although this
was a pre-consultation meeting, the
Council were left in no doubt as to the
trade’s very strong feelings against
many of their so called ideas.
Westminster and the designers have
taking away our ideas and I hope we
will be hearing from them soon.  I will
keep you up to date as the meetings
progress with Westminster.

Piccadilly2way... no way!
Alan’s Angle

Council pays back 11,000 fines after
traffic blunder… at a cost of £1 million

Artist’s impression of Haymarket looking south



NOSHER POWELL: “Oi, bollocks,
take that!” Nosher Powell played
every type of tough guy, from
anonymous stuntman in 14 James
Bond movies to generic heavy in
Minder, crashing across a table in a
bar with a pint glass bouncing off
his head, and he pulled off each role
with a cheeky shrug.

Powell fought 52 times as a heavyweight
under the British Boxing Board of Control’s
rules between 1949 and 1960 and perhaps
another 20 times on the unlicensed circuit.
His exploits in the prize ring were enhanced
with each telling but he was, make no
mistake, a talented and uncompromising
pugilist.

However, his ring statistics are tiny
compared to his work in the TV and film
industry, where he progressed from stunts,

silent scenes, small talking roles and comic
cameos to his own This Is Your Life. He is
credited with 173 screen appearances,
starting as a stuntman in 1944’s Henry V,
which starred Laurence Olivier. I never
heard Nosher talk about Larry, but I can
guarantee that he did and it would have
gone something like this: “Olivier? Nice
geezer, bigger lump than you think. He
could handle himself.”

Powell was born in south London, and that
is where he had most of his fights at now
long-forgotten venues like Manor Place
Baths, once such a rich boxing retreat just
off the Walworth Road, and demolished
relics like Streatham Ice Rink. Some
months he fought three times and he often
entered the novice heavyweight
tournaments that propped up nights of
boxing in the 1950s. 

He reached the top five in Britain and has
the dubious distinction of being the last
winner at the legendary Harringay Arena in
October 1958, when he beat Basil Kew.
The promoter, Jack Solomons, preferred to
have Nosher close the show, partly
because he was entertaining and sold
tickets, and that meant people stayed for
the duration of the night. “Uncle Jack liked
me,” Nosher explained. 

The following year he was a stuntman in

Ben Hur and in 1963 his long love affair
with James Bond started. Nosher and his
younger brother Dinny fired every gun that
Roger Moore’s Bond ever shot. “Roger
hated the noise. We did it and paid the
price. We’re both mutton.”

Sir Roger Moore called Nosher “a lovely
man” when told of his gun double’s death at
a private nursing home near Godalming,
Surrey. Nosher’s sons Greg and Gary
continued the stuntman tradition in the
Powell family and the quartet is responsible
for some amazing Bond openers.

Nosher was also a sought-after and
discreet bodyguard during Soho’s heyday at
the heart of the West End in London. He
looked after Frank Sinatra, Bob Hope,
Sammy Davis Jnr and John Paul Getty at
different times in the 1950s and ’60s. He
also took up a substantial space on the
door at clubs and restaurants. He refused
entrance to the Kray twins on one occasion
because they were inappropriately dressed.
“They took it well. ‘OK, Nosh,’ they said and
walked off. I was doing me job.”

One night at the door of Isow’s, the
notorious Kosher restaurant in Soho where
Powell made a few quid by standing and
joking, he had to evict Orson Welles.
“Scruffy bugger, I don’t give a monkey’s
who he is. He’s out.”

His role as Johnny Angel in “The Angel”,
an episode of The Saint from 1965, remains
one of the best portrayals of boxing on
television or in film. He was just playing
Nosher and by the end of the ’60s his days
as an anonymous stuntman or extra were

over. He was a fully-fledged character and
was cast as Mr Knuckles, Fingers, Heavy,
Billy Knuckles, Brawler, Big Billy Knuckles
and Bouncer in a variety of shows including
Are You Being Served?, On the Buses,
Monty Python and The Sweeney. “I was
lethal anywhere near a Capri,” he joked.

One of the last films Powell worked on
was the 1998 Jean Claude Van Damme
vehicle, Legionnaire. Powell travelled to
Casablanca, where he had to turn Van
Damme, a genuine martial arts champion,
into a boxer. “It was hard because he did
like to prance about. I told him, ‘That ain’t
boxing, son’.”

The pair worked for two solid weeks
before Van Damme was ready. “He fancied
himself a bit at the end and he tried a kick
that I trapped under my arm, and then I had
him bouncing about on one leg. ‘Watch it
sunshine,’ I told him. ‘Or you’ll find my knee
in your bollocks.’ It was a lovely break.” It
also suited Nosher’s sense of humour that
the pivotal boxing scene was filmed in the
city’s oldest brothel.

In 2001 Powell called me out of the blue to
praise me for something that I had written. I
was delighted, having grown up hearing
about his life and times, and I even had a
Nosher Powell autograph. We stayed in
touch for a while and he wrote fantastic
letters that I have been trying to find. “Oi” ,
“Bollocks” and “Son” were, if I remember
correctly, used often.

Frederick “Nosher” Powell, boxer,
stuntman and actor: born 15 August 1928;
married (two sons); died 21 April 2013.
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Steve Bunce

-BOXNATION

Adios Nosher

As you tootle down

Harrow Road, from

Maida Vale, in the

direction of

Westbourne Park, on

the right hand side of

the road, opposite

the expensive, Shell

petrol station, you’ll

see a newish, red

brick building, that’s

The Stowe Youth

Club. Stowe like so

many of London’s

boxing clubs was set up as an inner

London settlement by a “public”

school, or former pupils of a public

school, in this case, Stowe. 
Repton, The Lynn, Fitzroy Lodge, Eton

Manor and The Fisher, to name but a
few, famous, London boxing clubs, were
founded the same way. Well, The Stowe,
has housed a very successful amateur
boxing club for years, in fact the head
coach, Geoff Armand, is a black cabbie. 
For years Geoff and his son Paul, with

the backing of former amateur boxers,
the Martin brothers, Sean and Tom, who
are both in their 70s, have produced
international, amateur boxers and
national champions, approximately, 20,

junior champions and several senior,
ABA, national finalists. Stowe’s black and
white strip is a fixture on the London
amateur boxing scene, they have the
distinction of being the club the 10, yes
that’s right, the 10 Corcoran brothers
have boxed and box for. Several of the
Corcorans have won national junior titles
and three of them have been ABA senior
runners up, some family, some club.  All
this pedigree and history could be
coming to an unceremonious, end.
Stowe appears to have a manager who

has had a total information by pass with
reference to the 2013 London Olympics
and the idea of an Olympic legacy for the
UK and in particular for London’s youth.
Bearing in mind, that during the dark
days of the old Stowe building, the only
activity keeping The Stowe alive was the
boxing club. It had been agreed. that
when The Stowe was rebuilt, 10 years
ago, the boxing club was to have a
permanent ring and punch bags etc
installed, this did not happen. Meaning,
as with so many amateur boxing clubs,
the trainers have to set up and take
down and store all their equipment, every
time a training session is held, all in all
adding about an hour’s extra effort to a
training session.  Boxing club personnel,
coaches and committee are volunteers,

the Stowe manager is an employee, the
boxing club at Stowe is the only entity
using the building that compete at
national level, or for that matter at any
representative level. Hopefully
commonsense will prevail and a solution
will be found, but as I write the Stowe
Boxing Club is not functioning and Stowe
lads, who are in national competitions,
have had to be taken, by trainers, Geoff
and Paul, to train at rival boxing clubs,
whilst ineffectual youth club activities,
might, or might not be taking place, so
much for elite sport and an Olympic
legacy.  
London is still punching above its

weight. April’s end has witnessed 9
Londoners winning Great Britain schools
titles, 5 of the boxers coming from
Bethnal Green’s, Repton Boys. Repton
are carrying on where they left off with
their record breaking season, as the next
age group up, junior, saw 6 of their
boxers winning London Junior ABA titles.
I can’t leave the London junior finals

without mentioning two 17 year olds, who
are in their first year as seniors,  N.B. an
extra age group has been added to the
junior champs to smooth the way for 17
year olds to full senior competition. Light
welterweights, 63.5 kg, Charlie Stevens
(West Ham) v Ted Cheeseman (Fisher –

Bermondsey) had equal, vociferous
support at a packed Feltham Community
College. Four two minute rounds of
pulsating action, with the entire crowd
standing and shouting throughout the
contest saw these two, talented, fully
committed athletes battle it out at close
quarters, with inside work and body
punching  pros could only drool over.
Cheeseman, correctly, shaded it with a
big last round.  
Drive safely and profitably.

The Boddyman

- BOXNATION

Capital’s clubs keep on punching

Nosher Powell and Oliver Reed



WITH THE Flat season now well

underway I have selected five

horses to follow this season,

which hopefully will yield a profit

over the coming months.

HORSE ONE – Just The Judge
(3 year old filly) 

trained by Charles Hills.  

This is a very progressive filly who
I really like.  Unbeaten in three
starts, one being the Rockfel Stakes
at Newmarket.  Tipped up in last
month’s Badge for the 1000
Guineas (hopefully by the time this
comes to press she would already
have won).  She should stay 10
furlongs and wouldn’t rule out
staying a bit further.  If she does

stay could well be an Oaks filly.
HORSE TWO – Mars
(3 year old colt) 

trained by Aidan O’Brien.  

This horse was reportedly the
yards top juvenile last year.  He
won his only race last year at
Dundalk in the style of a good
horse.  
Was not seen out again due to

the heavy ground.  May run in the
Guineas as a prep race for the
Derby but is more likely to run in
one of the Derby trial races.  
By champion sire Galileo must go

on the shortlist for the Derby and
may well take in the King George
at Ascot and the Arc de Triomphe
in Paris at the end of the season.

HORSE THREE – Liber Nauticus
(3 year old filly) 

trained by Sir Michael Stoute.  

Winner of her only race as a two
year old when showing obvious
greenness when winning at
Goodwood.  Having been niggled
along in the early stages quickened
clear to score in style.  From a
family with lots of stamina the Oaks
looks her obvious target.  It is
interesting that the money has been
pouring in for her in the last few
weeks and it will be interesting to
see which trial Sir Michael sends
her to.  A classy filly with a big
future.

HORSE FOUR – Big Break
(3 year old filly) 

trained by Dermot Weld. 

If she lives up to her brother
Famous Nane she will do very well.
She had three runs last year and
ran very green on her first run at
Galway but learned a lot from that
and followed up with two wins at
Leopardstown, the last being a
Group Three.  Trainer has said she

may not quite be ready for the
English 1000 Guineas but would
have a live chance in the Irish
equivalent.  Could well make into a
Royal Ascot filly (the Coronation
Stakes the likely target).  Has won
on soft ground but Dermot Weld has
gone on record as saying she will
be a serious filly on faster ground.

HORSE FIVE – Deacon Blue
(6 year old gelding) 

trained by James Fanshawe.  

Missed all of last season with a
tendon injury.  Looked a real horse
on a fast upward curve when after
landing the Wokingham Handicap at
Ascot he went on to win four group
races.  If he comes back to his
previous form he could well be a top
candidate in the sprinting division.
Has gained all but one of his wins
over six furlongs.
Here is hoping that the following

horses can win us a few quid over
the coming season.
Until then, Be Lucky, and don’t

give too much to those awful bookie
chappies.
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The Marksman

Why keeping fit is money in the bank

Next time you stop off and grab

a cup of tea and a roll or stop

and have a meal in the many

taxi trade watering holes, have a

look at the general state of

health of  the other drivers and

think about what you may be

doing ( if anything) to keep

yourself fit?
With work being so bad at present,

many of us have to do far too many
hours just to keep our heads above
water. We all make sure that our taxis

are kept in good condition, but what
about making sure that YOU are in a
good condition?

Back aches, neck aches, stress
levels, all the effects of sitting in our
cabs for far too long add up for trouble
later down the line for many of us, but
what can we do?

Well, now at Fitzroy Lodge in
Lambeth Road personal trainers Mark
Reigate and Micky Sanford have
come together to offer taxi drivers the
chance to attend the gym and
undertake a fitness assessment to get

you back into tip-top shape.
Our health is paramount and the

longer we can stay fit and healthy, we
can continue working, which in this
day and age is vital for everyone.

Working on your stretching, mobility,
and getting all your joints back to tip
top condition can only be a good
thing, helping such ailments such as
blood pressure and cholesterol and
weight loss. John Johnson from
Mitcham has lost 3st since attending
the Cab Club at the Lodge, so why
not give them a call and turn your

health around?
As Del boy would say�” you know it

makes sense”.

Micky Sandford with John Johnson 

who lost 3 stone

Grant Davis prays for the session to end Vaughn Ryan, Micky Sandford, Grant Davis go through 

their paces at the Lodge

Mark Reigate
0207 928 0146
Micky Sanford
07815 119727
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Views of Butterboy Graham

Opp Millwall Football Ground
Unit 17 Enterprise Ind. Est. Bolina Road, Rotherhithe London SE16 3LF

We are a family run business, with five fully qualified testers on site, established as an MOT Testing Centre since 1994
Testing Class IV (Cars) Class V ( Mini Buses) and Class V (Large Vans)

We welcome all London Taxi Cabs to the MOT Testing Scheme

To help ease the pain we have introduced a special offer for all London Taxi Cabs
1st MOT £40.00   2nd Test 6 months later for £35.00

For the first MOT test: an extra £5.00 off with this advert during May & May

Our new dedicated website will be up and running by the end of May 

In the meantime call us for a booking on 020 7394 7323
or e-mail:   david_gps@hotmail.com 

Mot Testing
GPS

GRAHAM LONG
-LCDC Member

MY SINCERE and best wishes to
all cabbies, green and yellow
badge, and to Knowledge boys
and girls. Keep going with your
Knowledge studies, it’s well
worth it.
It appears that my Butterboy

columns in the past have been

labelled by a few as being too
negative, as if I’m being miserable
and moaning for no reason. This is
far from the truth. When I was
asked to do the Butterboy column,
it was because I was passionate
and honest about the green badge
and the taxi trade in general and
all I have done so far is tell the
truth, and shall continue to do so.
It appears that the truth hurts. 

However this month I would like
to paint a brighter picture of what a
great job it is, encouraging all of
those interested in becoming a
cabbie. Let me explain. Let’s
suppose you went into a Job
Centre, and you stated that you
were looking  for a job where you
could be self-employed, go to work
when you want, go home when
you want, and work as many hours
as you want, to have a day off
whenever you feel like, get paid
each day, to take as long as you
like for lunch, and to take as many
tea breaks as you like, and to go
on holiday whenever you like, and
never to be considered late for
work! I wonder what reply you
would get!
I am fifty years of age and have

been a cabbie for eighteen
months. I was presented with my
badge on sixth of December 2011.
I can honestly say that this is the
best job I have ever had. How
many of you have seen the film
“The Knowledge” written by Jack
Rosenthal? It starred Michael
Elphick, Maureen Lipman, Mick
Ford, and amongst others Nigel
Hawthorne who played “The
Vampire”, Mr Burgess the
Knowledge of London examiner.
After watching this film with my
dad, I told my father that I would
like to be a London cabbie. My

father’s exact reply was “Don’t be
so b***** silly son, you don’t even
do your homework properly. How
are you going to learn that map?”
Thanks for the encouragement,
Dad. But now I have fulfilled my
dream of being one of London’s
finest. Quite incredibly, towards the
end of my Knowledge studies, I
was doing yet more pointing. I was
looking for the Tiny Robot
Restaurant in Westbourne Grove,
and on the opposite side of the
road, I recognised someone
famous – Maureen Lipman. I
couldn’t believe it. What a
coincidence! I couldn’t help it, I
had to introduce myself, tell her I
was doing the Knowledge, and
what a great film her late husband
had written. Maureen, a delightful
lady, agreed, and kindly signed my
A to Z, “Good luck with the badge
of green!” The A to Z I have kept
to this day and will treasure it
forever. Talking of famous people,
I have been fortunate enough to
be hailed by Cherie Lunghi, Zoe
Wanamaker, Howard Brown (who
gives you extra? Halifax ads),
John Terry, Will Young, Five
members of the Aston Villa football
team, and most recently, Bill
Nighy. All exciting stuff!

Be lucky everyone!
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Has there ever been a more
divisive figure than Baroness
Thatcher? 

She was known as the Milk
snatching Iron Lady who was not for
turning and was a conviction
politician of Marmite proportions.
You either loved her or hated her,
there was no grey area. I have
spoken to many people here in
London who think she was the
greatest Prime Minister of all times.
She allowed many people to own
their own homes for the first time
and really did bash those Argies.

She came along when Britain was
known as the sick man of Europe.
We had suffered the winter of
discontent, lit our houses with
candles and experienced a three
day week.  
The country’s first female premier

made it her duty to take on the
unions and privatise many of our
industries.  Outside the capital
though, I have heard a very different
story.  Whole communities
destroyed and our manufacturing
base decimated.  As a young man
growing up I didn't understand the
arguments fully until I went to

Nottingham to perform in a play. I
visited a former coal mining village
and saw, first hand, the results of
some of her policies. The town was
dead. I hadn't realised until then that
everything relied on the mine. The
petrol station, school, food shops,
supermarkets, everything. It all
relied on working men coming home
with a wage. No wage, no money to
spend on anything. No money to
spend means all business dies. 
From that day I have always

believed that it would have been
better to subsidise the mines and
keep business going than to let the
whole thing die.  In truth that is not
the whole argument, as the miners’
leader Arthur Scargill was spoiling
for a fight and made a destructive
confrontation inevitable. 
Whatever your thoughts on Maggie

I was brought up to believe that in
death and sickness we put bad
feeling to one side and no matter
what I felt about her policies
personally I wasn't comfortable with
the parties celebrating her passing.  

Have I mentioned that
Manchester United are
Champions of the
Premiership? 
Congratulations to Gareth Bale for

winning double honours at The PFA
player’s awards. He has a wand of a

left foot and were it not for the
useless mercenary Adebayor,
Tottenham might actually come
fourth again and this time actually
get in to the Champions league. 

We have just reached the 20th
anniversary of the racist
murder of the black teenager
Stephen Lawrence (already).
This story is almost as divisive
as Thatcher.
Some people claim this story just

doesn't go away, whilst all I can
think about is, if somebody killed my
child then I would want justice... no
matter how long it took. 
Let’s hope the "refresher" on

Crimewatch encourages people,
who have so far remained silent, to
come forward. 

My joke this month is Louis
Suarez. 

Thatcher, Man U and justice for Stephen

Eddie Nestor 

BBC London 94.9

Drivetime: Weekdays 5-7pm 
RumShop: Fridays from 10pm 

Weekly Podcasts

UK Black
Manchester United Redcast

Heart Tests For London Taxi
Drivers 

WOOD STREET
CLINIC

The Heart Centre For London Taxi Driver

Have You Had Heart Problems?

Do you need an Exercise Test  and / or Echocardiogr
(to measure LVEF) for LtpH?

We can help with our fast, efficient service and s
low rates for London� s taxi drivers

We are now providing stress Echocardiography
(functional testing) when

required.

We understand that your
living can depend on these

tests

Contact us now on

The Wood Street Clinic
133 Wood Street

@WoodStClinic

Baroness Margaret Thatcher

Stephen Lawrence
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Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2
TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK
LONDON, SE16 4DG

0209 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................

Your Bank Address:............................................................................

Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 
until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 
until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of THE LONDON CAB DRIVERS’ CLUB LTD, 
Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG
Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................

Account No:  .....................................................................................

Sort Code: .......................................................................................

Signature: ........................................................................................

Date: ..................................................................................................

Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a
single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab
Drivers’ Club Ltd,” with today’s date, for £56.67, and two post-dated
cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,

The London Cab Drivers’ Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2

Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 

100 Clements Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................

............................................... Post Code: ......................................

Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................

Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above
information will be kipt by the LCDC in a computer system under the
terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 
matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare
that I have no outstanding PCO or police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

CLUB CLASS 
PACKAGE

AS AN L.C.D.C

MEMBER YOU 

WILL RECEIVE:

� 24 HOUR DUTY 
SOLICITOR  

EXCLUSIVE TO THE 

CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor 
hotline membership card.
Peace of mind 24 hrs of 
the day.

� FULL LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City 
Of London based solicitors
and barristers, experts in 
Hackney Carriage and 
road traffic law.

� COMPLAINTS
AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC,
we will deal with any 
complaint that has been 
made against you by
members of the public.
Also we will attend the
LTPH with you on any
personal appeals that 

would affect your licence.

� HEATHROW 
AIRPORT 

REPRESENTATION
With our reps at the airport
working hard on the 
trade’s behalf for a fairer, 
and more safer future
at Heathrow.

� RANKS 
AND HIGHWAYS
The LCDC attend the Joint
Ranks committee, working 
hard for more ranks and 
more access for the taxi 
trade in London.

� CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the 
office for any information
or up to the date news on 
any trade related subject.

� MEDIA AND 
AUTHORITIES
The LCDC is always the 
first to be called when the 
media want the “Cab 
Trade’s “ reaction. 

The Chairman is a regular
contributor on LBC, Radio 
London, and the BBC.
We at the Club also
represent the trade at 
meetings with the Mayor’s
Office, TFL, LTPH, 
Corporation Of London, 
BAA, and all Local 
Authorities in the Capital.

� HEALTH 
CONCERNS
Are you concerned about 
your badge and bill due to
your health? 
As a member of the Club, 
we can alleviate the stress 
by dealing with the 
authorities on your behalf.
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Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax



Blue Anchor
Garage 
Testing

All taxis welcome!

46 Raymouth Road,
London SE16 2DB

Tel: 020 7237 3696

K.W. TAXI
SERVICES
UNIT 10 BRYANT AVENUE 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
ROMFORD ESSEX RM3 0BY

01708 373 786

FAIRWAY, TXI, TXII, TX4

Overhauls, Servicing, Repairs
Fitting only LTI Factory Parts

cab rental, best rates,
24hr RAC cover, Fairway, TXI

KEEPING LONDON’S
TAXIS MOVING
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For the best in homemade 
Italian cooking

72 St John St, EC1

Tel: 020 7253 1907

Tasty Café

Pasta, chicken, 

meatballs, lamb, pork

escalopes, sirloin steaks 

a speciality

MEALS
£7.00 INCLUDING TEAS AND 

COFFEES
£8.00 SIRLOIN STEAK DINNERS

PLASMA TV FOR 
ALL FOOTBALL

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com

Unbelievable Prices

TX / VITO REMOULDS

£38.50+VAT

TEL: 0209 231 5857
72 ENID STREET, BERMONDSEY, LONDON, SE16 3RA

London’s only independent 
taxi trade organisation

Don’t delay... join today!  020 7394 5553

MORRIS TYRE
SERVICES
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