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Law Commission
As you may have seen from

the front page the trade could

well be facing a major battle for

our survival with the upcoming

Law Commission Review. On

the opposite page you will be

able to see what we are facing

and why, after a recent

announcement by the

government, the Private Hire

trade are now jumping for joy.

For all those “clever” drivers

that are not members of any

Trade Organisations because

they “don’t do politics”, be

under no illusions that if this

goes through how the

Government would like, then it

will be the end of the road for

all of us.

AGM
I would like to personally thank all

those drivers who turned up at this

year’s AGM.

Also, I would like to thank Helen

Chapman and Anand Nandha who

gave up their own time to attend

the Q&A session.

Health & Sickness

Scheme Launch
At the AGM we announced

that the Club had finally put

together a H&S scheme for our

members. We have worked

long and hard to get this in

place and it is another step

forward to getting the Club to

where I always felt it should be.

The scheme will be available to

members next month and full

details will be in next month’s

Badge.

Evelina Appeal
We have been approached to

help raise funds for the Evelina

Children’s Hospital’ which is

based in St Thomas`s - close to

our offices in Bermondsey. We

have suggested that we could

organise some cabs to take the

kids to London Zoo for the day.

Any good hearted drivers who

could assist us, please contact

me at the office.

Thank You
I would just like to say a big

thank you to Dave Lansley at
Acero Signs for his generosity.
Thank you Dave.

Editorial

London’s only independent 
taxi trade organisation

Don’t delay... join today!  020 7394 5553
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WHAT DOES THE LAW
COMMISSION SAY ABOUT
PLYING FOR HIRE IN ITS
REVIEW OF TAXI AND
PRIVATE HIRE
REGULATIONS? 
Frances Patterson QC said: “We
suggest moving away from the
out-dated concept of plying for
hire and use instead, a more
modern definition of the limits to
the way private hire services
may be offered, using the
concept of pre-booking (which
would be statutorily defined)
through a licensed operator.” 

WHAT DOES ‘PLYING FOR
HIRE’ ACTUALLY MEAN? 
Nobody actually knows. Or
perhaps more accurately, no one
can agree on the same
definition. 
The London taxi trade claim that
a private hire vehicle that can be
seen by the public, and without a
passenger on board, is
technically plying for hire and
should be prosecuted. And that
PHVs legally parked by the
kerbside are ‘ranking up’. The
capital’s private hire industry

begs to differ and argues that
PHVs, whether moving or
stationary, cannot be plying for
hire as they cannot be hired by
the public for an immediate
journey. 
For what it is worth, the
authorities appear to agree with
the definition used by the
private hire trade, as most
prosecutions against minicab
drivers are for the pro-active
offence of touting.

WHY THE CONFUSION?
Because there is no exact legal
definition of plying for hire that
applies specifically to private hire
vehicles. 
Not even in the Private Hire
Vehicles (London) Act 1998. And
the London taxi trade has tried to
use hackney carriage licence
law, as found in the 1831
Hackney Carriage Act, 1869
Metropolitan Public Carriage Act
and the London Cab Order 1934,
to encourage the prosecution of
minicab drivers and private hire
vehicles for illegally plying for
hire. But to very limited success. 
The 1831 Act states that: Every
hackney carriage which shall be
found standing in any street or
place, unless actually hired, shall
be deemed to be plying for hire.
But this is of course a legal cul-
de-sac as private hire vehicles
are not hackney carriages. 

THIS IS STARTING TO SOUND
COMPLICATED. WHEN DID
THE TAXI TRADE START
USING HACKNEY CARRIAGE
LAW TO ENCOURAGE THE
AUTHORITIES TO
PROSECUTE PHVS IN THE

FIRST PLACE? 
The year was 1938 and Scotland
Yard, who used to regulate the
hackney trade through the Public
Carriage Office, brought in the
‘yellow badge’ local licence
system. 
To help ease unemployment in
the London suburbs and to
encourage drivers, already
licensed, to work outside of the
congested West End and City. 
The so-called ‘streamliner’ firms
retaliated by fitting taximeters
into their smaller saloon vehicles
and targeting the customers of
the hackney trade in the heart of
the capital. 
Taxi drivers cried foul and paid
barrister Sir Walter Moncton to
lobby the home secretary Sir
Samuel Hoare to make their
rivals subject to the same plying
for hire rules as the hackney
vehicles. 
Sir Samuel responded and on 22
June 1938 set up a parliamen-
tary committee of inquiry, chaired
by Sir Clement Hindley, to look
into the taxi and private hire
trade in England and Wales and
to establish if a change in the
law was needed. 
The interim Hindley Report was
published in February 1939 and
was everything the London taxi
trade had hoped for. 
Sir Clement recommended that
private hire cars should be fully
regulated and that only hackney
vehicles should be allowed to ply
for hire. 
The report’s definition of plying
for hire would have excluded all
private hire cars from the streets
of London and from anywhere
where the public might see them

(railway stations, hotels etc) un-
less they had a passenger on
board. 

SO WHY THE PROBLEM NOW,
IF THE DEFINITION OF PLYING
FOR HIRE WAS SET IN 1938?
Because the Hindley Report’s
recommendations were never
implemented. The report sank
without trace at the start of the
Second World War and Sir
Clement’s proposals never
became law. The taxi trade didn’t
care at the time because strict
war-time fuel rationing drove
most of the streamline private
hire firms out of business but the
missed opportunity to legally
define plying for hire has
become the battlefield of the
capital’s car hire market for the
last 80 years. 

NO MORE PLYING FOR HIRE? 
The Law Commission is quite
rightly looking at reforming
some of the laws that currently
regulate the taxi and private
hire trade in England and Wales
and the removal of plying for
hire as a private hire ‘offence’ is
long overdue.
A private hire driver without a 
passenger and parked by the
side of the road is just a private
hire driver without a passenger
and parked by the side of the
road. It is not and has never
been an unlicensed hackney
carriage vehicle illegally plying
for hire. 
The Law Commission and the
Government should drive a
stake through the heart of this
rotten legislation at the earliest
available opportunity. 

Despite the fact that both Mayor Boris
Johnson and also LTPH have written to
the Law Commission and defended the
taxi trade in London, the statement on
the front page should make every
working cab driver in the Capital sit up
and take notice.

Recently the Law Commission
published an Interim Statement that
was quite positive towards the
licensed taxi trade. Unfortunately at
the same time the Government also
released their own statement that
contradicted many of the positives in

the Law Commission’s statement. On
Tuesday the 2nd July we, the trade,
have the chance to attend Parliament
and lobby for our survival.
For those not attending the actual

lobby, please drive past and sound
your horns in support.

London IS Different

UNITED TRADE GROUP LOBBY OF PARLIAMENT 2ND JULY

Private Hire jump for joy
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Airport Matters
BY PETER “THE CANNON”

L.C.D.C AIRPORT REP

At a taxi trade meeting held early last

month, Heathrow Ltd. (aka BAA)

acknowledged that the London taxi

trade is fully entitled to promote its

services in the passenger terminals

after HALTS’ taxi information desks

close down at the end of June. 

Two BAA approved minicab companies,

Green Tomato Cars and Eco-Express

cars have had a team of uniformed reps

in the terminals for well over six months

and competition law obliges BAA to

provide taxis with at least the same

facilities as have been granted to private

hire. When HALTS finally gets booted out

of the terminals, the taxi trade’s priority

should be to repair the damage caused to

the reputation of Heathrow’s taxi service

by the systematic overcharging that went

on at the desks. 

BAA has already made it quite clear that

if Taxi Information Reps are going to be

on duty in the passenger terminals, they

will have to be smartly dressed and fully

capable of discreetly engaging with the

travelling public. BAA management has

gone so far as to point out to LCDC

chairman Grant Davis that information

reps won’t be allowed to use strong arm

tactics to persuade would-be taxi

passengers to use drivers waiting on the

ranks. Quite possibly this advice is a

guarded reference to the humble status

of Heathrow’s taxi marshals and a strong

hint that the taxi trade should make a

fresh start in the terminals with

information reps capable of attracting

business away from the two PH

companies. 

Taxi Marshals 
The LCDC can assure all Heathrow

drivers that as a matter of Club policy we

totally condemn the outrageous proposal

that the taxi marshals could be paid for

their services through a gate money levy.

The forty-three marshals seem have split

into several identifiable groups. Each

group has its own spokesman and each

spokesman claims to be acting for the

marshals as a whole. Despite the fact,

that in public these spokesmen try and

give the impression that they are

permanently engaged in a war of words

with the LCDC, behind the scenes their

relationship with the LCDC is noticeably

different. 

At least two marshals’ spokesmen are

totally dependent on the LCDC for advice

as to what senior police officers are

saying about the viability of the

marshalling scheme. Just recently the

LCDC acquired a copy of a legal

guidance document on airport security

published by the police for the edification

of senior officers. The document confirms

that the operator of Heathrow Airport is

under a legal obligation to pay for all

security services recommended by the

police. There is no mention in the

document of anything to substantiate the

marshals’ long-held claim that Heathrow

police recognise the marshals as

providing an officially approved anti-tout

security service. Irrespective of what the

marshals may say, senior Heathrow

police officers have assessed the size

and seriousness of the touting problem in

the passenger terminals and decided that

enough policemen are employed as a

visible anti-tout deterrent. 

On the basis of what the LCDC has

learned about security problems from the

police and from BAA, we remain

unchanged in our belief that all marshals

should go through the two feeder parks

until it can be decided, independently of

the marshals, what if anything the future

for taxi marshalling is to be at Heathrow.

As long as the marshals remain unwilling

to concede that Heathrow taxi byelaws

require them to use the feeder parks,

they are effectively blocking any useful

discussion. (Perhaps that is what the

marshals want). 

Heathrow’s Bank Holiday 

Code Red
On the Friday before the bank holiday in

May, an Airbus 319 with engine problems

had to turn back to Heathrow to make an

emergency landing. The BA plane was

subjected to an on the spot technical

examination that blocked the northern

runway for over two hours. As a direct

result of the hold-up, BA had to cancel

170 short haul flights. 

Once again BAA Heathrow was

reminded that when there’s a sudden

emergency at Heathrow and thousands

of passengers need 24/7 road transport,

only the Heathrow taxi fleet can be relied

on to get everybody out of trouble. When

the emergency code red was called by

BAA, how valuable to the airport operator

and the stranded passengers were the

puny services of BAA approved Green

Tomato and Eco-Express cars ? 

Heathrow is a hub airport meaning it is

one at which a lot of travellers change

planes in order to reach airports that are

not directly served from their original point

of departure. Europe’s largest hubs are

Heathrow, Paris’s Charles de Gaulle,

Frankfurt and Amsterdam’s Schipol.

Heathrow has only two runways and they

are operating at maximum capacity,

whereas Frankfurt and Charles de Gaulle

have four runways and Schipol has six.

At all the latter European airports, unlike

Heathrow, backlogs can be cleared

easier and are less likely to suffer from

the chaos caused by severe winter

weather or technical problems with

aircraft. 

London City Airport 
A very senior Transport for London

official was recently heard to remark at a

taxi trade meeting that major enforcement

problems experienced by TfL at London

City Airport were difficult to resolve due to

the airport being private property. This

official has got it wrong. For the

avoidance of doubt, under the provisions

of section 65(5) of the Airports Act 1986,

London Hackney Carriage law prevails at

City Airport, just as it does at Heathrow. 

Both privately owned airports have

dedicated areas to which the travelling

public have a right of access and both

airports are situated within the TfL taxi

licensing area. As a general rule, anything

done by a London taxi driver that

constitutes an offence at Heathrow will

also constitute an offence at City Airport. 

Minicab Touts and Crime figures 
When a known tout’s minicab enters

Heathrow Airport it also enters the ANPR

network (Automatic Number Plate

Recognition) and Heathrow police are

able to identify touts from their vehicle

reg. numbers. 

Despite access to the latest technology,

not enough is being done by Heathrow

Police to keep minicab touts out of the

terminals or to stop minicabs and

chauffeurs from using the forecourts of

terminals 3 and 5 as if the law gives them

an unfettered right to park there. Many

Heathrow drivers allege that police at

Heathrow, just like their counterparts in

town, could easily take more action

against persistent offenders who cause

immeasurable financial damage to the

Heathrow taxi industry. The recorded

crime figures at Heathrow involving

minicabs touts, do not provide an

accurate picture of the true extent of the

criminality attributable to minicabs. For

example, crime figures cannot show

touting crimes that have not been

reported to the police or touting incidents

that have been reported, but are not

recorded. 

Crime figures used for crime pattern

analysis fluctuate a great deal and are

heavily influenced by police priorities.

Crime statistics, like all stats, are heavily

affected by the rules governing the

recording of data and the allocation of

resources. At Heathrow more proactive

anti-tout policing in areas such as the

passenger terminals and forecourts

would inevitably lead to an increase in

crime recorded against minicabs. The big

question is: are Heathrow police officers

and traffic wardens doing enough to

protect the legitimate interests of the

licensed taxi trade from being ravaged by

the criminal elements of private hire? 
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After months of waiting for the councillor
of Knightsbridge ward to agree our
application for a rank at ZUMA, it finally
got the go ahead and I’m happy to say it
is now in place. The consultation had a
strong response from residents, who
complained en masse with their worries
over noise pollution and taxis blocking
their access to their car park.

The LCDC and the ranks committee have

pushed for this rank for over a year and we

believe it’s a great a result for the trade. The rank

was paid for out of the Clean Air Fund and we

would like all drivers to conform with new signage

that states ‘please switch off all engines when

waiting on the rank’. Hopefully this may be the

way trade goes with funding future ranks for

London. The rank operates between 18:30 and

08:30 and will be closely monitored. It is essential

that drivers do not obstruct other vehicles or block

the access to the buildings near Zuma, otherwise

the rank may have to be removed.

Kensington council is looking to

make road direction changes in and

around Harrods. This turnaround

has come about by residents

complaining about traffic

congestion of taxis over ranking in

Basil Street and the boys in their

supercars patrolling and parking up,

causing congestion. 

Now in my view this is a lot of messing

about just to make a traffic issue go away,

when it only needs Kensington council to

enforce it better. Someone high up must be

bending the local councillors’ ears to get

these changes made. 

The scheme would involve reversing the

traffic flow in Hans Road and part of Basil

Street. It also would be a simple matter of

introducing a ‘no right turn’ from Hans Road

into Brompton Road and changing a few

signs and road markings. It could be

introduced on an experimental traffic order

with temporary traffic management

arrangements and monitored before being

made permanent.

Kensington council has already stated

that we are concerned that we might end

up simply shifting the cruising cars onto

neighbouring roads. They could follow an

anti-clockwise route turning left from

Brompton Rd into Beauchamp Place

(instead of Hans Rd), then Walton Place

and either Hans Place or even back into

Hans Rd. Now Hans Rd is a major cut

through for us to head south. If Kensington

council goes ahead with this scheme, not

only will Beauchamp Place see an increase

in traffic, Scotch Corner will also get more

congested.

The council is also looking at when this

scheme was in place temporarily during the

Olympics. There was no congestion in the

surrounding area, but maybe that was

because traffic in London was down by

40%. This was the trade’s response to

Kensington council’s proposals: 

We do not support the proposals because

we are very concerned that, should they be

implemented, then two of the taxi ranks

which currently serve Harrods ( or three if

you count the unofficial standing by door 2)

would become inaccessible to people in

wheelchairs. This is because wheelchairs

can only be loaded into the vehicle through

the rear nearside door. As you know, it is a

requirement that all vehicles licensed as

Taxis in London must be wheelchair

accessible and therefore in our view all

facilities provided to load passengers

should be accessible as well.

We also believe that should the proposals

be implemented then traffic levels and

congestion would increase on some nearby

roads such as Beauchamp Place and at

the junction of Basil Street with Hans

Crescent.

We do not think that there is any

relevance in considering traffic conditions in

the area during the Olympic Games period

as traffic levels in London were up to 40%

less than normal at that time. And as the

main objective of the scheme would be to

prevent the route from being used by

cruising vehicles, we believe it to be very

likely that those vehicles would simply

follow a route in the opposite direction. We

are awaiting Kensington council’s reply and

will keep you up to date with this on-going

situation.

Is Kensington 
council going
round in circles?  

Alan’s Angle

Zuma gets a rank

Regent St works
Following out recent meeting with
Westminster and West One the
first stage of the Upper Regent
Street works will start shortly. The
proposed schedule for this is:

•    Phase 1: Starts 8 June 2013, this

will involve widening the footway

between New Burlington Place and

New Burlington Street and will involve

the bus lane along this part of the road

being closed. Two lanes of traffic will be

maintained but to do this involves using

the centre of the road and so the taxi

rank will not be available. However, the

rank further north along Regent Street

will still be available. These works are

scheduled to last for 3 weeks.

•    Phase 2: Starts around 23 June

2013, depending upon how quickly

phase 1 is completed. This will involve

widening the footway between New

Burlington Place and Conduit Street and

again will involve the bus lane along this

part of the road being closed. As with

phase 1, two lanes of traffic will be

maintained. To do this involves using

the centre of the road and so the taxi

rank at this location will not be available.

However, the rank further south along

Regent Street will still be available.

These works are scheduled to last for 4-

5 weeks.

So basically the work sites swap

around and one centre of the road taxi

rank between New Burlington Street

and Conduit Street will be affected but

we've got agreement that the other one

will still be available. There will be lots

of signs and variable message signs

(VMS) around the area advising general

traffic of the works and to avoid Regent

Street where possible. Traffic

congestion and the traffic management

arrangements will be monitored and if

changes are needed then these will be

considered.
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It now seems that a week
doesn’t go by where I notice
another taxi rank being
suspended for building work,
shortened to allow more parking
for residents or completely taken
away in the City Of London. 
We have recently seen taxi rank

spaces disappear at Little New St and

Limeburner Lane for up to two years

for building works without the City Of

London even asking us where we

would like an alternative rank whilst the

building works are taking place!

And to rub salt into the wounds the

C.O.L have now gone and taken away

our rank at Cannon Street Station in

Cloak Lane at the behest of the local

residents, without any consultation with

the taxi trade.  We now have NO rank

at the station, which is a disgrace. The

original rank was suspended on

Dowgate Hill when the station was

having a refurbishment and I was

given the impression that the rank

would be replaced when all building

work was completed. This didn’t

happen, and to make matters worse

the station is not disabled access

friendly with the nearest place we can

drop off in Bush Lane.

Not only that, but we have lost space

at Blackfriars Station, West Smithfield

and Circus Place, making a loss of

around 20 spaces. We cannot go on

with this amount of rank space loss.

And just recently the rank in Tudor St

suddenly disappeared overnight, and

only after making calls directly to the

C.O.L was I told this rank is due to be

painted back in. So watch this space. I

recently emailed Mr Jon Wallace, who

is the Highways & Traffic Programme

Manager for C.O.L, and asked him to

clarify why the C.O.L is not replacing

our ranks. At the present time I’m still

awaiting his reply. I am very fearful for

the future of the taxi ranks in the

C.O.L. 

What with Liverpool St Station going

under a refurbishment, and the trade

looking at more rank space loss, we

really are a trade under fire - and

some drivers seem to be oblivious to

what is going on. 

At the moment the C.O.L is doing a

taxi rank review which I hope will show

that we need more ranks to help us

provide the public with a first class

service in the Square Mile.

Taxi rank crisis in the City!

Alan’s Angle
Westminster City Council

seems to be confused over

what taxi ranks they can

suspend and  what they can’t

suspend. Just recently I woke

to find text messages on my

phone asking me can

Westminster Council officially

suspend our taxi ranks without

permission from LTPH.  
What WCC had done was to take it

upon themselves to suspend ranks

at the Churchill Hotel and the

Cumberland Hotel so that UEFA and

special guests could park their

vehicles on our ranks for the

Champions league final. On seeing

the parking suspension notices, I

immediately telephoned LTPH and

asked had they given permission to

WCC to suspend our taxi ranks for

the benefit of UEFA’s liveried

vehicles. LTPH stated they had not

giving any permission to WCC and

they would be asking them to

remove their signage. After a

morning of telephone calls going

back and forth, I decided to call

Westminster Parking myself and try

to get to the bottom of this mess. I

finally got through to parking

suspensions in Glasgow, of all

places, who actually deal with all

parking matters for WCC!

The spokesperson in parking was

under the impression that WCC can

suspend Taxi Ranks within their

borough and was trying to fob me

off. Whilst taking the call I managed

to conference call in Nicole Harris

from LTPH, who explained the law

that LTPH are the only authority that

are able to suspend our taxi ranks.

All this while I'm pulled over at the

side of the road trying to work. Who

said it’s all about stand down pay!!

As a result of my personal

intervention in this matter the parking

suspensions were removed.

Hopefully WCC now understand they

can’t suspend our taxi ranks without

permission, but I would not put it

passed them to try the stunt again.

Westminster ranks balls up 

GONE!! Cannon St Station
GOING: Limeburner Lane 

rank until?GOING: Little New St, revoked until 2015
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By Micky Walker

TFL AND DEATH BY A

THOUSAND CUTS
It may not be deliberate but since
TfL came into life, we have been
slowly bleeding to death. 

The latest smack in the gob they’ve

given us was at the AGM last month,

with regard to what represents “pre-

booking”. The meeting was informed

that time is irrelevant and all that is

required is that the job is booked before

the passenger reaches the vehicle.

How times change. Prior to TfL and

The Private Hire Act, 1998, things were

so different. We didn’t know it then but

they were glory days for our trade.

Private Hire Vehicles (PHVs) were not

allowed to park up outside minicab

offices as this constituted an illegal

rank, bookings were supposed to be

taken by phone and the cars were

allowed no outside signage. The

operators could not use the words “taxi”

or “cab” in any form, legally.

Look at the state we are in now, since

TfL and the PH Act? Every PHV carries

signage in the form of licence roundels.

Well, if you can see them through the

tinted windows, that is. No other

exterior signage was allowed but that

soon changed when signage was

allowed on back screens. Now we have

phone numbers and website

addresses, along with company names

that more often than not include the

word “cab” in some form or other. Of

course, since the introduction of the PH

Act, using “taxi” or “cab” in signage

MAY be against the rules but not

necessarily so. Then, if the operator’s

cars are “green” enough, he can have

nice door signage as well. 

To Joe Public, they are beginning to

look like cabs and often carry the word

“cab” just in case there is any

confusion! If Joe Public is coming out of

a late night venue, he will also be

helped by the rank of PHVs parked up

outside the venue, all advertising what

they are on their vehicles. Apparently,

this no longer constitutes an illegal

rank. Funny how Old Bill can

sometimes take care of over-ranking

cabs in The City but cannot see a rank

of illegally-parked PHVs!

So anyway, the booking agent, who is

supposed to be inside the venue but is

usually to be found out on the

pavement, unless it’s raining, then

takes the booking as the customer

leaves the club. The customer is 3

metres and 3 seconds away from the

vehicle but it’s OK, as this is a “pre-

booking”. 

I don’t know if it’s accidental or

deliberate but TfL are doing their best

to kill our trade off.

Walker on the March....

RADIO TAXIS GROUP

(RTG)

RTG have released their accounts
for 2012. They had a bit of a mixed
year. They actually increased their
turnover by 1.3%, taking just over
£35.5 million. This was probably
due to having the LOCOG account
for the (disastrous to the trade)
Olympics.

Not so good for the bottom line

though. After making a small profit of

£15,000 in 2011 for the first time since

demutualisation, RTG went back into

loss-making with a loss of £37,508.

Against the overall post-mutualisation

performance though, this was a good

outcome.

Drivers’ subs fell by 6.7%, so

presumably the number of drivers on

the circuit fell by the same amount. I

believe that subs are around £40 per

week so the fleet must stand at a little

under 1100 drivers at the moment. If

memory serves there were around

1700-1800 drivers at demutualisation.

The drivers’ income to subs ratio was

in the region of £17 of work for every

£1 of subs.

Drivers made an interest-free loan to

the circuit in the form of a “roller-bond”

of just under half a million pounds. 

There were payments made to “other

agencies” that I take to mean the

private hire partners of One Transport

amounting to almost £7 million of work.

Another good result (for them) was in

regard to the pay packages of the six

directors. Their pay increased by 7%

overall, to £480,000. The highest paid

among them, Geoff Riesel, received

£143,000 but this was only a 1.3%

increase on the previous year.

RTG v DAC

Prior to examining Dial-A-Cab’s
(DAC) financial performance in
2011, a couple of people from
within DAC told me that it was
unfair to do this in isolation as we
are still in recession and  it would
be fairer to compare against the
others’ circuits performances. No
figures were available then but
now I can put this right by
comparing RTG and DAC.

TURNOVER
RTGs turnover was over 50% higher

than DACs at £38.5 million against

£28.25 million. 

In comparative terms, while RTG’s

turnover increased by 2.3%, DAC’s fell

by 13%

PROFIT
Both circuits lost money but DAC’s loss

was much greater than RTG’s. While

DAC turned a loss of £147,000, RTG’s

loss was £109,500, smaller at only

£37,500.

The fall from the previous year was

much greater for DAC also. DAC turned

a £305,000 surplus into a £147,000 loss,

making a total reduction of £452,000.

RTG turned a £15,000 profit into a

£37,500 loss, making a total reduction of

only £52,500.

DRIVER SUBSCRIPTIONS
DAC’s subs were almost 13% higher

than RTG, taking £2.35 million against

£2,084 million. Comparatively, while both

circuits saw falling driver numbers, DAC

fared a little better with subs only falling

by 4.5% against a fall of 6.7% for RTG.

This will also mean that with higher driver

numbers and a smaller turnover, DAC

drivers will likely be a lot less busy than

RTG drivers.

BOARD PAY PACKAGES
Both boards did relative well, seeing

increases in pay, despite both circuits

making losses. Both boards have six

members and the RTG board did almost

27% better than DAC, pocketing

£481,000 against £379, 000. As said

earlier, this represented a 7% increase

for the RTG board, against a 2.5%

increase for the DAC board.

WORK: SUBSCRIPTION RATIO
This is an average of total income

received by drivers divided by total subs

to give an average of how much is

earned by a driver for every £1 of subs

paid.

The return for RTG drivers was 40%

better, returning £17 of work for every £1

of subs to £12 for DAC.

Neither circuit had what could be

described as a good year but overall the

year was much better for RTG than DAC.

Although they both lost money, in RTG’s

case, there are definitely indications of a

move forward in what are difficult trading

conditions for every business. For DAC

though, the figures suggest that they are

not bucking the trend of the recession

and rather trying to hold on to as much

as possible. DAC do have a strong

balance sheet however and so hopefully

they will be able to ride out the recession.

Then, while no means certain, as the

whole economy recovers, hopefully

DAC do the same.
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London Taxi Benevolent Association
For War Disabled trip to Worthing June 11th

On 11th June the L.T.B.A.F.W.D held their

annual outing for war disabled veterans to

Worthing via South Holmwood Village.

Even though the weather could have been

better ( much better ) the smiles and happiness

from the veterans brightened up the day for all

present. I have never met such a bunch of

cheerful and happy guys and girls in my life and

it was a great privilege to be in their company.

After picking up my passengers around

Bromley I set off in the rain to South Holmwood,

where we had a pit stop for an hour in the village

hall for teas and sandwiches before heading off

to Worthing Civic Hall where the guys and girls

enjoyed a great day.

As well as being well fed and watered, the guys

and girls were entertained by Kas and the Jive

Aces all afternoon before setting home.

Once again I would like to say what an

absolute honour it is to take these brave men

and women on this annual outing to Worthing. I

cannot recommend it enough to any drivers out

there who, after reading this, would like to

participate next year. - GRANT DAVIS

Opp Millwall Football Ground
Unit 17 Enterprise Ind. Est. Bolina Road, Rotherhithe London SE16 3LF

We are a family run business, with five fully qualified testers on site, established as an MOT Testing Centre since 1994
Testing Class IV (Cars) Class V ( Mini Buses) and Class V (Large Vans)

We welcome all London Taxi Cabs to the MOT Testing Scheme

To help ease the pain we have introduced a special offer for all London Taxi Cabs
1st MOT £40.00   2nd Test 6 months later for £35.00

For the first MOT test: an extra £5.00 off with this advert during June

Our new dedicated website will be up and running by the end of June 

In the meantime call us for a booking on 020 7394 7323
or e-mail:   david_gps@hotmail.com 

Mot Testing
GPS
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I'm writing in response to John

Mason's comments (issue 209), in

response to ''Guide to credit card

payments'' (issue 208).

I found a number of comments in his

article very interesting, particularly that

TfL 'back credit card usage in taxis'

but that mandating was 'unnecessary'.

As John points out, everyone has an

opinion, mine isn't the same as his, as

I am unequivocally pro-mandation of

credit cards; perhaps I am the first

person in the taxi industry to go on

public record with this view.  

At Cabvision, we have never

canvassed mandation of a particular

type of 'in vehicle card processing

system method of payment', as I

believe that the drivers should be able

to choose a method they prefer; my

only insistence would be that the

payment method was fully compliant. 

John's comment that a flat fee (he

probably means flat surcharge here) is

something that he cannot mandate

surprises me. The Radio Circuits have

for many years had permission to

'legally' charge an agreed surcharge

of 12.5%. 

In these challenging economic

times, accepting credit cards gives

drivers another advantage over PHV;

however, an unacceptably high

surcharge dilutes the benefit to the

passenger, as it makes taxis appear

dearer than they need be. A set

regulated fee - like they have in other

major cities across the UK has to be a

good thing for taxis in London. I also

feel that taxis would gain a financial

benefit from other transport methods,

if they shared a common payment

method, such as Oyster, which had

been the Mayor's and TfL's goal pre-

Olympics.

I've read numerous times about how

well drivers have done in New York,

with the introduction of the credit card

mandate and that a whopping 50% of

the business is now on cards. I think

it's important to highlight that despite

credit card mandation - 50% of a

drivers daily earnings are still cash,

despite there being no surcharge at all

to passengers to use a credit card in

New York taxis. 50% card and 50%

cash is a perfect mix, especially when

most London drivers have £70.00 a

day fixed costs, which can be offset

against taxable income. New York

drivers have benefited from a huge

increase in business since mandation,

this is no coincidence. They have

benefited from an increase in

spontaneous users, but

overwhelmingly, they have benefited

by winning back substantial business

from their arch nemesis the Town Car

(which is their equivalent to PHV), as

credit card and accounts made up all

their business. This can be the same

in London.

At Cabvision, we are doing as much

as we can to help drivers maximise

their earnings. We are currently

offering a free no obligation trial on our

card payment system; so if you've

ever been curious as to whether your

earnings will improve with card

acceptance, now's the time to sign up.

To further convince you, we are going

to publish what we think you will find

interesting statistics in The Badge, in a

gratuitous attempt to convince you

that you should accept card payments

in your taxi.

a) Last week our average credit card

fare was £25.15, with an eight week

average fare of £23.47.

b) Last week over 83% of our

customers processed at least one

credit card fare, meaning you are

missing out on at least £1,200 of

earnings if you don't accept credit

cards.

c) Last week our top earner

processed £538.00, with our eight

week top earner average of £661.00.

d) Last week more than 95% of our

transactions went through first time.

Cabvision's customer base is

growing every week; isn't it time to see

for yourself what you're missing?

The Author of this article is 

Lee DaCosta, Managing Director,

Cabvision Network Limited

Cabvision call for mandatory 
credit card usage in taxis
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By Micky Walker

LTPH OFFICALS 

GET CLUBBED

Immediately following this year’s
AGM, a question and answer
session with LTPH took place. In
attendance were Helen Chapman
(as usual), acting LTPH General
Manager and Nandha Anand, head
of Licensing. It was a lively session,
as usual.
The session kicked off with a question

asking Nandha (NA) what experience
he brings to the job? NA outlined his
long service within TfL.
Asked if LTPH acknowledged there

was a serious conflict of interest by
Deloitte advising the Mayor on a review
of LTPH and also the purchasers of
Addison Lee, HC felt there was no
such conflict as Deloitte as it is unlikely
the same department and people
worked on both undertakings.
Asked how many current knowledge

candidates there are, HC did not have
the figures to hand. In response to
concern about a flood of new badges

resulting from the recession, HC
pointed out the stability of driver
numbers, only increasing by two in total
last year. Asked if the flow of new
badges are quota or standard
determined, HC confirmed the latter.
Asked about PH driver numbers, HC

responded that there are about 67,000
licences currently but a large proportion
of these are not minicab drivers.
HC was asked what action is being

taken against yellow badges (YBs)
working out of area and/or not
displaying identifiers? HC gave an
outline of actions being taken. This
included a rising capture of miscreants,
including some completely unlicensed
drivers that had been operating for
years. LTPH cannot act themselves
against unlicensed drivers and so refer
these to the police, along with some
licensed drivers. Actions have included
revocation of licenses.  The reporting
tool on the TfL website has been used
to gather the intelligence to deploy
resources more efficiently. London City
Airport (LCA), Clapham High St,
Putney High St and Canary Wharf
have been targeted as particularly
problematic areas as a result and

enforcement activities have been
increased in these areas. 
In answer to a complaint about

enforcement at LCA, pointed out that at
LCA there is a problem for enforcement
as there is no Traffic Management
Order (TMO) on the rank there, except
for the first eight places. As a result,
LTPH have their hands tied in most
cases because a cab on the feed to
those eight spaces can merely claim to
be resting and not working.
There were complaints about identifier

wallets that do not stand up to wear
and tear. HC said LTPH are happy to
post supplies of wallets and the wallets
are in the process of being improved.
HC said she actually carries a supply of
wallets with her when she is out and
about in town. The new identifiers,
expected to be issued in December of
this year, should improve enforcement.
Enforcement officers will have hand-
held readers that can scan the bar-
code and check licences and match a
photograph to the driver. HC was
asked how long it takes to replace a
lost identifier and she thought about a
week.
HC was asked why “section 28” could

not be used to arrest drivers not
displaying identifiers? LTPH
enforcement have neither the power to
arrest, nor to direct police action. HC
was asked why a stop could not be put
on a cab with no identifiers? She
explained that vehicles and drivers
were licensed separately and by doing
so, an innocent owner could be
penalised for wrong-doing that the
owner was unaware of.
Asked about what change she

expected to see with regard to the
Conditions of Fitness (COF) in the
future, HC responded by saying none
in the near future. She felt the
questioner was referring specifically to
the turning circle and a straw poll was
taken in the room that resulted in no
desire to change this COF. There was
a review of the COF in 2003-05 and
the next is planned for 2017 so no
change is expected before then.
HC was asked if the police have

taken over enforcement and shouldn’t
compliance work in conjunction with
them? HC said that compliance was
the remit of TfL and not the police.
Nevertheless, LTPH do work with
police and both sides support the other.

LCDC AGM 

Peter Cannon - LCDC Heathrow rep,

discusses what else? Airport Matters

Grant Davis, Darryl Cox, Peter Cannon, and Alan McGrady inform AGM of recent trade events involving the LCDC
Eddie Symes (Chairman of HATDU 

and LCDC Member), thanks the club for all

their support at Heathrow
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MAY 14TH

During the last month there were 19
joint operations undertaken. The
police and enforcement officers go
out at night together but in the end,
the police are independent of
TfL/LTPH.
Asked what was being done about

PH touting and rickshaws, HC said
that rickshaws are outside of LTPH
control but submitted to the Law
Commission (LC) for a ban. With
regard to minicab touting, LTPH
share the trade’s frustration as they
have very limited powers. There
have been incidents where the
police arrested the same tout on
seven occasions and were then let
down by the courts’ punishment
every time. TfL require more powers
to act on this and current sanctions
need to be increased and this has
been put to the LC. The Mayor has
appealed to the Secretary of State to
be given powers to crush touts’
vehicles but has not had any
response at all.
There was a complaint from the

floor about how plain-clothed
women police officers have been
used to entrap taxi drivers into

bogus touting offences. This was a
matter to be taken up with the
police, rather than LTPH or TfL.
Asked how HC sensed that PH

operators felt about touting, HC
informed the meeting that the PH
operators were every bit as
frustrated about it as the taxi trade.
The operators had joined meetings
with LTPH, taxi trade and police to
find solutions to this problem.
Asked why LTPH could not take

similar action against touts in the
same way as happened in
Birmingham, HC said that London is
different from much of the rest of the
country insofar as taxis and PHVs
are allowed to be used for private
purposes. Ergo, when enforcement
officers approach touts that are
hanging it up, they are told they are
waiting for a friend, etc.  It’s a
difficult problem and LTPH recently
had a meeting lasting nearly two
hours with the trade and police to try
to resolve this. They have been
seeking a test case to make a legal
challenge. They think they now have
one and are awaiting progress.
There was a complaint that there

are PH operators displaying signage
on the doors of their vehicles,
particularly Greyhound Cars, in
contravention of the PH Act. HC
explained that a decision was
taken by her predecessor, John
Mason, to allow exception to
operators using low-emission
vehicles. 
Greyhound Cars and Green

Tomato Cars qualify. The question
of allowing PH licences being
obscured by tinted windows was
raised but HC responded by saying
she was not aware of any
complaints from the general public.
In response to a question asking

for the definition of what
constituted “pre-booking” of a PHV,
HC stated that the booking must
be made prior to the journey
commencing. Time elapsed is not a
factor.
HC was asked for LTPH opinion

on the LC proposals to move away
from “plying for hire” and towards
all work being pre-booked? LTPH
are concerned that there would be
outcomes to this that the LC have
not foreseen. LTPH have a

meeting arranged with the LC and
this is a priority on their topic list.
There was a complaint that taxi

licence plates carry the wording
“private hire” on them, due to the
licensing authority being LTPH.
There are already plans to replace
LTPH with TfL on the plates.
In response to a complaint about

PH operators advertising
themselves as taxis on the
internet, it was explained that no
action can be taken with regard to
a search engine. However, where it
is the operators’ own websites,
action can and is taken.
In response to a question as to

whether LTPH have anybody on
the staff with legal experience, the
response was that they had a legal
department.
A member questioned not having a

window at Palestra House where a
driver could renew licences in person.
The response was that remote
processing is far more efficient than on
the premises renewals.
The session ended with a vote of

thanks to Helen and Nandha for
their time and candour.

Anand Nandha, Head of licensing, and Helen Chapman answer members’ questions Grant Davis bangs the drum for future success for the LCDC
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Southwark Bridge Testing Station is a family run business and is

located in Southwark SE1. It offers a full range of garage services for

all makes and models of cars and light vans, including MOTs, brakes,

suspensions, exhausts, air-conditioning, electrical and diagnostics, as

well as a wide range of servicing.

So if your vehicle needs an MOT, servicing or repairs, please contact

us or just call in to make an appointment. Also, while you wait for your

MOT, you can take advantage and use our free wifi, so you can carry

on working and not miss those important emails or deadlines.

Southwark Bridge Testing Station

164 Southwark Bridge Road,

Southwark, SE1 0DG

tel: 0208 620 0201
e-mail: sbmots@talktalk.net

web: www.sbmots.co.uk

Southwark Bridge 
Testing Station

� M.O.T

� BRAKES

� SUSPENSIONS

� DIAGNOSTICS

� WATER/OIL

� SERVICE

� EXHAUSTS

� AIR-CON

� ELECTRICAL

� ALL REPAIRS

Tony Forsythe: 
“Why two M.O.Ts are as easy as 123”

With the new testing regime of
two M.O.Ts coming into force on
1st March, I visited Long Lane
Taxi Centre in Southwark Bridge
Road to see how they were
gearing up for the change.

Tony Forsythe, who runs Long Lane

Taxi Centre along with his brother

Simon, was very optimistic about the

upcoming changes.

“For the last few months we have

been working alongside Southwark

Bridge Testing Centre, which is situated

within our garage complex, to deliver a

stress free service to all our existing

customers, as well as welcoming new

drivers who just require a one stop

shop with no hassle.”

Tony, who runs one of the biggest TX4

fleets in the capital, was keen to point

out the advantages of using Long Lane

for your new testing requirements.

“Drivers can come into us and relax in

the waiting room, have a cup of tea,

and watch the news whilst we put their

taxi up on the ramp and see what they

need. We offer an M.O.T test with a no

failure fee and if the test flags up a

faulty item then we can repair it

straightaway and put it back on the

ramp and get a pass. We are also

offering drivers a fixed top end check

for just £100, which checks things such

as lights, belts, etc, as well as a full

valet.”

As well as offering a fantastic body

shop facility, servicing, running repairs

and also taxi rentals, Long Lane is

forging ahead as a real One-Stop-Shop

for all the needs of a working cabbie.

Tony Forsythe of Long Lane Long Lane’s new fleet of Union Jack taxis hit the streets Long Lane taxi centre offers full body shop repairs
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Views of Butterboy Graham

GRAHAM LONG
-LCDC Member

GREETINGS TO all, cabbies,
green and yellow badge alike.
May I say that I am
encouraged to see a good
number of knowledge boys
and girls out on their mopeds.
This is always good news for
the cab trade, as it ensures

that the finest cab trade in the
world will continue for years
to come.
Whenever I can, I like to have a

chat with a knowledge student and
tell them that studying the
Knowledge is well worth it in the
end. In fact I am saddened when I
hear quotes like ‘pack it up, the
game's dead’. in fact when I was
on the Knowledge a cabbie said to

me that I was wasting my time. We
are in a recession, but I believe
that if you put the hours in you will
always earn a living.
Earlier in May I attended the

London cab drivers club AGM. This
is the second AGM that I have
attended. Firstly may I say thank
you to Helen Chapman and her
colleague from TfL for giving up
her spare time and attending the
meeting and answering the
questions fired at her by us
cabbies. I am encouraged that TfL
are employing the 'one strike and
you are out' rule to be enforced on
all minicab drivers caught touting
for business. I am also encouraged
to see that the police have been
arresting minicab drivers just
outside Swallow Street. This action
is long overdue. I was also pleased
to learn at the meeting that TfL are
going to be introducing new
identifiers which will contain a
hologram/barcode which will be
harder to forge and will eradicate
the illegal practice of drivers either
not displaying identifiers or only
displaying one. 
I would also like to thank Alan

McGrady, a member of the LCDC
committee, for his work in trying to
install new cab ranks and the
endless task of trying to protect the
ones we have. Well done, Alan,
keep up the good work, mate.

Well done to Peter Cannon,
another committee man who has
fought tirelessly to eradicate sharp
practices of Colin Evans' HALTS
company from Heathrow airport.
It's now great to see that cabbies
at the airport and unsuspecting
customers will no longer be ripped
off. I would also like to say well
done to Danny Sullivan. 
I am saddened to hear that Mr

Evans is or was to become Master
of the Worshipful Company of
Hackney Carriage Drivers, which
thankfully I am no longer a member
of. 
My biggest thank you however

goes to Grant Davis and Darryl
Cox for their tireless work in
helping to protect and promote the
finest cab trade in world. The
amount of work they put in never
ceases to amaze me, and I for one
am always grateful for what they
have done, and I will always give
them my full support. Anyone
wishing to moan about the London
Cab Drivers Club needs to
consider what their union has
done. The answer is very little. 
On a lighter note, my list of

famous people in my cab has
grown by one with Roger Taylor,
the Queen drummer, being the
latest. What a thoroughly nice man. 

Be lucky!



WITH FOUR of the five

Classics having been run

June signifies the summer

festival known as Royal

Ascot.  In this month’s

edition we will cover a

couple of the big races on

each day of this wonderful

festival.

TUESDAY 

18TH JUNE 3.05 
The King Stand Stakes
(Group 1 5 furlongs)

This is a race for the real

speedsters.  A very interesting

trend is that seven of the last ten

winners had triumphed in one or

both of their last two starts.

Overseas sprinters have a good

record in this.

Shamexpress (4 year old)

trained by Danny O’Brien.  This

Australian raider was no match

for Black Caviar in the Lightening

Stakes then bounced by to win a

handicap at Flemington Park.

One for the shortlist (odds 12/1)

But the horse I really like is

Shea Shea (6 year old) trained

by Mike De Kock.  This South

African sprinter was a grade one

winner in South Africa and also

won in Dubai, one of the best

sprinters in the world.  I

recommend a 3 point win bet

(odds 5/2), although I would

have a 1 point win on

Shamexpress as a saver.

3.45 St James’s Palace
Stakes (Group 1, 1 mile)

Run over the round course a

good position into the turn is

essential so a low draw is

preferred.  Because the draw is

not available going to print we

cannot give a selection but here

are a few of the leading

contenders.

Tornado (3 year old) trained by

Richard Hannon.  Unbeaten

before the 2000 Guineas where

he went off second favourite.

Very disappointing when only

fourth to Dawn Approach he was

found to be coughing after the

race.  It will be interesting to see

how he fares now (odds 11/4)

Magician (3 year old) trained

by Aidan O’Brien, won on all

kinds of ground from good to firm

to heavy.  The horse won the

Group 3 Chester Vase on his

first outing over 1m 2 and a half

furlongs.  It then won the Irish

2000 Guineas (at The Curragh, 1

mile) running out a very

impressive 3 and a half length

winner.  Must have a major

chance in this (odds 5/4).

WEDNESDAY 

9TH JUNE 3.45 
Prince of Wales Stakes
(Group 1, 1 m 2 furlongs)

One of the best races of the

meeting.  For me this is a match

between Camelot (4 year old),

trained by Aidan O’Brien.  Last

year’s Derby winner started this

season with an easy victory over

1m 2 furlongs at The Curragh so

went into his next run in good

form.  He was then beaten by Al

Kazeem again running at The

Curragh by 1 and a half lengths.

Trainer says they had been easy

on him after his first run and he

will be a different proposition

come Ascot (odds 3/1)

Al Kazeem (3 year old) trained

by Roger Charlton.  Off the track

with injury most of last season

but started the season with a

victory on his reappearance at

Sandown.  He then went to The

Curragh and beat Camelot in

The Tatterstalls Gold Cup.  I

don’t think that was a fluke and

make him the best bet of the

meeting.  5 point win bet (odds

5/2)

4.25 
Royal Hunt Cup Handicap
(1 mile)

Run over the straight mile this

Calvary charge sees the field

charging down the track.  With

30 runners it usually pays to

have a high draw here.

Fast or Free (4 year old)

trained by Willie Haggis.  Won

three from three as a 3 year old

winning 1 mile Britannia

Handicap at Royal Ascot last

year.  Missed the rest of the

season due to injury and whilst it

would take a monumental

performance to win.  She is

trained by a master trainer (odds

16/1)

Dance and Dance (7 year old)

trained by Ed Vaughan.  This

horse finished a close second in

the 2011 running of this race and

now runs off of a six pound 1

over rating.  Hinted at a return to

form in a York handicap when

being stopped while making his

run at two furlong marker.  If the

horse gets a high draw and with

good/good to soft ground, I

would recommend a 1 point

each way bet (odds 16/1)

THURSDAY 

20TH JUNE 3.05 
Ribblesdale Stakes 

(Group 2, 1m 4f)

A very difficult race for 3 year old

fillies.  You really need a filly that

stays so I would always look for

a filly who has won over 1m 4f or

who has run well in an Oaks

trial.

Secret Gesture (3 year old)

trained by Ralph becket won the

Lingfield Oaks Trial and then

finished second in The Oaks

itself.  Would have a big chance

(no odds available)

Alive Alive Oh (3 year old)

trained by Tommy Stack.  This

could give the Irish trainer a big

chance.  Has won at 1m and 1m

2f and on each occasion has

looked better the further she

went.  Is crying out for 1m 4f.  A

huge chance but has not yet

encountered firm ground.  That

maybe a problem but a lovely

filly that must be on the short list

(no odds available)

3.45 
Gold Cup 
(Group 1, 2m 4f)

I have a strong feeling that this

year the Gold Cup will be going

to Ireland.

Rite of Passage (9 year old)

trained by Dermot Weld.  Won

this in 2010 but then missed a

season due to injury.  Had one

run last year when winning at

Ascot over 2 miles.  Would

prefer a bit of give in the ground,

major chance (odds 6/1)

Simenon (6 year old), trained

by Willie Mullins.  Better known

as a jumps trainer he ran this

horse twice at the Royal meeting

last year when he won two

handicaps (one over 2m 4f and

one over 2m 5 and a half

furlongs)  Started the season

with a very impressive run in the

Chester Cup.  Carrying top

weight (9st 10lb) found plenty of

trouble in running and finished

an unlucky fourth.  I recommend

1 point each way (odds 12/1)
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FRIDAY 

21ST JUNE 3.45 
Coronation Stakes 
(Group 1, 1m round course)

A lot depends on the draw and a

high draw is a big advantage

Just the Judge (3 year old)

trained by Charles Hills.  After her

unlucky second in the English

1000 Guineas she hacked up in

the Irish 1000 Guineas.  One of

my favourite fillies but only two

fillies in the last twenty years has

won this race who contested both

the English and Irish Guineas.

Big Break (3 year old) trained

by Dermot Weld.  Was fourth

behind Just the Jude in the Irish

1000 Guineas beaten just two

lengths.  Could make up that

deficit if improving for that run.

Would prefer a bit of ease in the

ground.  A big player here.  With

a decent draw I would still be with

Just the Jude.

SATURDAY 

22ND JUNE 4.25 
Wokingham Handicap (6f)

Usually a low draw has proved

an advantage although Laddies

Poker Two did win from stall 31.

It really is a case of get your pins

out!  A very competitive handicap

but here are a few to consider.

Hallelujah (5 year old 9st 3lb),

trained by James Fanshaw.  Has

shown his best form on ground

with cut in it but won his only

start this year on good to form at

Newbury.  Still improving (odds

20/1)

Morache Music (5 year old, 9st

5lb), trained by Peter Makim.

This horse finished fourth in this

race last year and was

considered as a little unlucky.

Races off a 2lb lower mark now.

Ran well over 7f at York last time

and likes a bit of a cut in the

ground.  One for the short list

(odds 33/1)

Rex Imperator (4 year old, 9st)

trained by Willie Haggis.  Ran

over a mile in Dubai and then,

on his first run for his new

trainer, ran well at Doncaster

over 7 furlongs where he led

until the last 50 yards.  Both his

wins have been over six furlongs

and would be in the mix on good

or good to firm ground (odds

16/1)

So have a great Royal Ascot and
good luck for the week.
Finally for those of you who like

playing the Ante Post game I am

very sweet on a 2 year old colt

for next year’s 2000 Guineas.

Trained by Aidan O’Brien Sir
John Hawkings won his only

start to date in impressive style

and the maiden he won in one

that the trainer usually runs his

better two year olds (odds 20/1)

Until next time Be Lucky
and don’t give too much
to those awful bookie
chappies!

Issue 210 - June 2013  19

thelcdc@gmail.com

rksman

Without a shadow of doubt the
Woolwich killing of Drummer
Lee Rigby (a serving soldier)
has to be one of the saddest
and bizarre days I can remember
in quite some time.
This young man wearing a “Help

for heroes” t-shirt was hacked to
death in the middle of the day on a
London street with literally dozens

of people watching. 
The sight of one of the suspects,

hands bloody red, seemingly
attempting to justify his actions
and waiting for the police to arrive
as a woman walked past with her
trolley just added to the surreal
feel that the whole situation had. I
suppose only time will tell how
London reacts but I am confident
that the feelings of his family will
generally be respected and that

people ill not be hurt in Lee
Rigby’s name. The real reason I
wanted to talk about Woolwich is
the incredible bravery of the three
women who sat with the body and
negotiated with the suspects. They
have been named the angels of
Woolwich and I marvel at their
bravery. Gemini Donnelly-Martin,
20, said, “We did what anyone
would do. We just wanted to take
care of the man. It wasn’t brave.
Anyone would have done it. It had
to be done” No they wouldn’t. 
In London’s darkest hour here

were three examples of my city
that made me proud. Millions
around the world saw the mayhem
and the madness but I prefer to
focus on the three “Angels Of
Woolwich” Ladies we salute you
and hope that if we were (sadly) in
a life and death situation, we
would be as brave as you were.
How many cabbies have tattoos?

The reason I ask is because I
think I am going through a mid life
crisis. I want one and I want it
now. I am one of those guys who
has never done anything like that.

No tats, no piercings, nothing. So
what is going on? I am trying to
resist but I don’t think I can. I was
just wondering if at 30 I am too old
I would also like to pay tribute to

the late Sir Henry Cecil. What a
man, what a gent and what a loss.
I am told by somebody in the know
that the cancer may have taken
him earlier if were not for the
Frankel, the greatest racehorse I
have ever seen. This “Wonder Of
Nature” came along at the end of
his career and lifted what had
been a dark cloud over a long and
illustrious career. Hopefully he is in
heaven now teaching a keen
young soldier how to ride.

Eddie Nestor 

BBC London 94.9

Drivetime: Weekdays 5-7pm 

RumShop: Fridays from 10pm 

Weekly Podcasts

UK Black

Manchester United Redcast

Lee Rigby

Sir Henry Cecil

London weeps for Lee Rigby
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IT'S MUSIC to my

ears that Carl Froch is

talking about four

more years - and only

four more fights -

before he hangs up

his gloves. After what

we saw the IBF and

WBA super-

middleweight

champion produced

against Mikkel

Kessler at The O2,

and his displays over

the years, it's clear to me that he

shouldn't be fighting five times every

couple of years. 

A fight a year is the way boxing is heading

at the moment, and that sounds perfect for

Carl. It's a modern model. It was the

genuine blockbuster fight that British boxing

has been waiting for since David Haye and

Dereck Chisora last summer - absolutely

sensational. Just don't expect Froch to

bounce straight from that to an Andre Ward

fight, or a Hopkins fight, a Cleverley fight, or

a Kessler rematch. I don't think it's going to

happen, and I don't think it should. You can't

bounce from super-fight to super-fight - that

happens in Rocky, not in the real world,

even if there were moments on Saturday

when it looked like we were in a Rocky

movie and not in south London. Carl's body

needs time to recover. I posed the question,

to myself almost, while I was watching him

at The O2: has there ever been a world

champion who has fought with so many

documented injuries? Carl has boxed with

perforated eardrums (plural), with a

separated rib, with a damaged knee,

damaged shoulder, elbow, ankle, hands...

He's talked about the injuries both in the

build-up to fights and afterwards, win or

lose. These aren't invented injuries or slight

strains - they're setbacks that ended up

requiring surgery or serious treatment. The

human body, even that of a world champion

boxer, can only take so much. Carl puts

himself through a lung-busting three-month

training camp before he steps in the ring.

You can't keep putting yourself through the

hours of intensive work-outs needed to get

through gruelling fights for the rest of your

life.  Carl made it, and the crowd came out

for the deserved homecoming against

Mack. He needed that fight last year. I can

see him having something similar this year -

and tickets will be hard to get, trust me! After

that? I think there will be a big fight next

year, another the year after that and one

more in 2016. There's certainly plenty of big

names out there for him.

WHEN JUNE

announces itself via

the increased tide of

tourists that annually

invade London,

hopefully ferried to

and from the capital’s

airports by you, the

black knights of the

road, the British

amateur boxing

calendar is focused

on a unique and

important happening,

The Haringey Box Cup.

As many of you will remember, the

amateur boxing club season, traditionally,

started in September and ended in May,

but, for the last ten years there has been

activity in June. Many of London’s

Borough Councils stage open air

festivals, including sports activities, at

which local boxing clubs put on a training

exhibition, including sparring. Look in

your local press for info on these free,

good fun, family orientated days out.

Scandinavian countries have been

staging club boxing tournaments for thirty

years or so, tournaments that are held

over a weekend with boxers often

sleeping, camping style, in school

classrooms. Well, for five years, two

extraordinary, Haringey, Metropolitan

Police Constables, Ken Marsh and Gerry

Willmott, policemen in the Dixon of Dock

Green mould, with the help of London

and Haringey PC club boxing stalwarts,

Brian John and Terri Kelly, put together,

in the imposing, main hall of Alexandra

Palace, the Big Daddy of international

boxing tournaments, the four day,

Haringey Box Cup, Thursday June 20th

– Sunday 23rd June inclusive.

Three boxing rings in the main hall of

Ally Pali simultaneously feature, what has

become, a European wide, boxing

tournament for 400 boxers, men and

women, showcasing all grades of the

sport, from novice through to Olympic

champions, with one ring announcer

handling all three rings - Danny

O’Sullivan, a Police Constable who runs

Dagenham Amateur Boxing Club and

who was ring announcer for the 2012

Olympics. If you are a boxing fan, or if

you are just intrigued to see an Olympic

sport in all of its forms this event is a

must.

Incidentally, number of boxers and

contest wise this is a bigger tournament

than the Olympics. First bouts and the

draw take place on Thursday evening,

June 20th, with semi-finals on Saturday

22nd and finals on Sunday 23rd June.

On Saturday and Sunday boxing starts at

noon. Discounted group and family

tickets are available either daily or at a

special rate for the entire event. 

Ken and Gerry, who have devoted their

lives, way and beyond the call of duty, to

community activities in Haringey, have

both been honoured with MBEs. Typical

of these big heated Londoners they have

created a “Schools Activity and Careers

Day” on the Friday, for London schools

whereby the Armed Services, the Police,

Fire and Ambulance Services along with

the likes of Spurs provide activities and

career advice to as many school children

as Ken and Gerry can afford to feed,

whilst twelve to fifteen junior, boxing

contests also take place, using only one

ring with everything being free of charge. 

Boxing is shown, in its best light, by the

Haringey Box Cup, you have the hustle

and bustle of trainers, boxers and club

officials, who, besides busying

themselves with this tournament, are

making arrangements and bouts for next

season. Clubs from all over GB and

Ireland meet and mix with their European

counterparts, Olympic boxing champions

such as Katie Taylor, Nicola Adams and

Anthony Joshua and European bronze

medallist, Joe Joyce, being some of the

big names who have taken part in this

tournament. BoxNation televised, live, six

hours of last year’s finals, that’s the

impact this event has, get there, be part

of it.

Two Londoners represented England at

this month’s European Championships,

Repton’s, (Bethnal Green) 51kg Charlie

Edwards and 91+kg, Earlsfield’s, Joe

Joyce, Joyce winning bronze. 

Here’s to seeing you @ Alexandra

Palace during the Haringey Box Cup,

drive carefully, joyfully and profitably.

The Boddyman

- BOXNATION

Steve Bunce

- BOXNATION

Punching @ the Palace

Carl Froch deserves our praise
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In 1926, a St Albans seed merchant
decided that a golf match between
the USA and Great Britain should be
a regular event. A prize of £5 per
winning player and a trophy were
donated by the Verulam Golf Club
member, one Mr Samuel Ryder.
And so the Ryder Cup was born.
Since 1927, American and British,
latterly European, teams have pitted
their skills against each other.
86 years later, the TweetaLondonCab

(TLC) Golf Societytravelled to Verulam
Golf Club to play their very own North v
South (of the River) Ryder Cup.
Players were picked from the top of the
Society’s order of merit, with the North
confident of a win from the moment the
draw was made.  Some felt they only
had to turn up.  The South fielded a
weakened team due to late drop outs,
and were looking to give the North a
run for their money.
Over breakfast while perusing the

matches and the stroke allowances,
the confidence turned to whispers of
“This could be closer than we think”
from the North, and “Hang on, we
stand a chance” from the South. 
South’s captain Paul Smith was the

first player to tee off in the morning
foursomes, coming home 2 up winners

with playing partner Mick Hennessy .
And so the day was set.  And upset.  
None of the six morning matches were

halved and honours were even 3-3 over
lunch, much to the shock of the North
and to the delight of the South.  But
could The South maintain their form
through the six afternoon fourballs?
The first afternoon result saw South go

ahead as Danny Sullivan and Gary
Watson beat John Farrow and Rob
Moore 4&3.  Things stayed tight until

the very end with South holding the
clubhouse lead 6 matches to 5 with
one coming down the 17th with North 2
up.
But Kinglsey Bucchan and Dave Platt

of the North couldn’t hold onto their lead
and so had to play the 18th hoping for a
half to secure that final point to leave
the day tied.  And that half nearly came
when Craig Holden thought that the
North had tied the hole. That was until
Spencer Nelson piped up that he still

had his put to win the hole.  And hole it
he did from a distance that gets further
every time the story is told. Hole won,
match halved. overall result finishes 6½
- 5½ to the South.
Celebrations were far from muted.

The South enjoyed every minute of
their victory over a superb three course
dinner, and probably will continue to do
so until The North cross the river to try
to take the trophy in June 2014.
As an add on to the day 11 other

golfers who did not qualify for the Ryder
Cup Match played 36 holes for the
Invitational Shield which was won by
Dave Sweet. 
TLC would like to thank Verulam Golf

Club and their staff for a superb day.  All
staff were friendly, and the course was
in superb condition.  A visit is highly
recommended.
The TLC Golf Society tries to meet

once a month to play for a trophy and
Order of Merit points. Golfers of all
abilities are welcome to attend and
hopefully enjoy the golf and the friendly
banter that goes along with having 40
or more like minded cabbies in
attendance.
They can be contacted on Twitter via

@TLCGolfSociety, on Facebook, or by
email at TLCGsoc@gmail.com

Do you go south of the river?
The Ryder Cup does!

South of the river celebrate victory

24 Hr TAXI BREAKDOWN
We come to you!

Taxi specialists 

Roadside assistance

TXI-TX2-TX4-MERCEDES

Call VELI: 07956333086 / HAMIT: 07804254875
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Please complete this form and send it with your application form

(LCDC) Ltd UNIT 303.2

TOWER BRIDGE BUSINESS COMPLEX, TOWER POINT,

100 CLEMENT’S ROAD, SOUTHWARK

LONDON, SE16 4DG

0207 394 5553

Standing Order Form

Your Bank: .........................................................................................

Your Bank Address:............................................................................

Post Code:..........................................................................................

Please pay the sum of £15 NOW and monthly therafter 

until further notice.

Please pay the sum of £42.50 NOW and then quarterly thereafter 

until further notice.

Quoting Reference No (         )

To the account of THE LONDON CAB DRIVERS’ CLUB LTD, 

Barclays Bank Bloomsbury & Tottenham Court Road branch, 

PO BOX 1134, London W128GG

Sort Code 20-10-53. Account No- 40450421.

Your Name: .....................................................................................

Account No:  .....................................................................................

Sort Code: .......................................................................................

Signature: ........................................................................................

Date: ..................................................................................................

Application Form
Please complete this form in BLOCK CAPITALS

The subscription rate is £170 per annum. If you are unable to pay in a

single payment please make one cheque payable to “The London Cab

Drivers’ Club Ltd,” with today’s date, for £56.67, and two post-dated

cheques one month apart for £56.67.

Send the completed form to: THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY,

The London Cab Drivers’ Club Ltd, UNIT A 303.2

Tower Bridge Business Complex, Tower Point, 

100 Clements Road, Southwark, London SE16 4DG

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms:.................... Surname: ......................................

First Names:......................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................

............................................... Post Code: ......................................

Badge No: ............................. Shift: ...............................................

Telephone No: (with full STC code):................................................

I agree to abide by the rules of the Club. I also agree that the above

information will be kept by the LCDC in a computer system under the

terms of the Data Protection Act.

I understand that I will not be eligible for legal representation for 

matters arising prior to the date of this application. Thereby declare

that I have no outstanding PCO or police matters pending.

Signed:  ......................................  Date: ......................................

CLUB CLASS 
PACKAGE

AS AN L.C.D.C

MEMBER YOU 

WILL RECEIVE:

� 24 HOUR DUTY 
SOLICITOR  

EXCLUSIVE TO THE 

CAB TRADE
Your 24 Hr duty solicitor 

hotline membership card.

Peace of mind 24 hrs of 

the day.

� FULL LEGAL COVER
Our fantastic team of City 

Of London based solicitors

and barristers, experts in 

Hackney Carriage and 

road traffic law.

� COMPLAINTS
AND APPEALS
As a member of the LCDC,

we will deal with any 

complaint that has been 

made against you by

members of the public.

Also we will attend the

LTPH with you on any

personal appeals that 

would affect your licence.

� HEATHROW 
AIRPORT 

REPRESENTATION
With our reps at the airport

working hard on the 

trade’s behalf for a fairer, 

and more safer future

at Heathrow.

� RANKS 
AND HIGHWAYS
The LCDC attend the Joint

Ranks committee, working 

hard for more ranks and 

more access for the taxi 

trade in London.

� CAB TRADE ADVICE
All members can call the 

office for any information

or up to the date news on 

any trade related subject.

� MEDIA AND 
AUTHORITIES
The LCDC is always the 

first to be called when the 

media want the “Cab 

Trade’s “ reaction. 

The Chairman is a regular

contributor on LBC, Radio 

London, and the BBC.

We at the Club also

represent the trade at 

meetings with the Mayor’s

Office, TFL, LTPH, 

Corporation Of London, 

BAA, and all Local 

Authorities in the Capital.

� HEALTH 
CONCERNS
Are you concerned about 

your badge and bill due to

your health? 

As a member of the Club, 

we can alleviate the stress 

by dealing with the 

authorities on your behalf.
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Adam D. Elliott
Vincent House, 

99a Station Road, London, E4 7BU

SPECIALIST 
ACCOUNTANT TO THE 
LICENSED TAXI TRADE

Tel: 020 8281 0500
email: adam@taxitax.co.uk / SKYPE: taxitax



Blue Anchor
Garage 
Testing

All taxis welcome!

46 Raymouth Road,
London SE16 2DB

Tel: 020 7237 3696

K.W. TAXI
SERVICES
UNIT 10 BRYANT AVENUE 

INDUSTRIAL ESTATE
ROMFORD ESSEX RM3 0BY

01708 373 786

FAIRWAY, TXI, TXII, TX4

Overhauls, Servicing, Repairs
Fitting only LTI Factory Parts

cab rental, best rates,
24hr RAC cover, Fairway, TXI

KEEPING LONDON’S
TAXIS MOVING
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For the best in homemade 
Italian cooking

72 St John St, EC1

Tel: 020 7253 1907

Tasty Café

Pasta, chicken, 

meatballs, lamb, pork

escalopes, sirloin steaks 

a speciality

MEALS
£7.00 INCLUDING TEAS AND 

COFFEES
£8.00 SIRLOIN STEAK DINNERS

PLASMA TV FOR 
ALL FOOTBALL

www.lcdcorg.wordpress.com

Unbelievable Prices

TX / VITO REMOULDS

£38.50+VAT

TEL: 0209 231 5857

72 ENID STREET, BERMONDSEY, LONDON, SE16 3RA

London’s only independent 
taxi trade organisation

Don’t delay... join today!  020 7394 5553

MORRIS TYRE
SERVICES



Issue 210 - June 2013   27

thelcdc@gmail.com




